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Summary:

This report provides a progress report on progress made by the Making Space For Water Group.

Questions for / input required from Scrutiny:

Comments are sought in regard to the progress and direction of the group.

Recommendations:

It is recommended that the report be received and further reports are made available in order that members may monitor progress.  
	Contact Officer: 
	Helen Renyard
	Ext:
	8545 


1.1 Background

The Director of Community Services presented report CS 40/06 to the Executive on 29 August 2006 and report CS 17/07 to the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 8 March 2007 and CS18/08 to the Executive on 10 April 2008.  It was agreed that a status report be presented every 6 months.  This is the sixth progress report.  The Carlisle Recovery/Making Space For Water (MSFW) Group was set up after the Cumbria flood event of January 2005.


The group comprises of senior operational technical staff from the Environment Agency, Carlisle City Council, Cumbria County Council and United Utilities.  


This group is adopting emergency Government best practice for integrated working in accordance with ‘Making Space for Water’ guidance issued by DEFRA.  Other Cumbria Districts are now following this lead and national interest is being attracted to this initiative.

2.0 Current Activity

The Group members continue to meet regularly in order to review and prioritise individual flooding problem areas with the last meeting being on 7th January 2010.  The following issues were discussed at the meeting: 
2.1 Harraby – Garlands -  During the heavy rainfall event in November 2009 new issues were raised as follows:  
a. There had been extensive surface water flooding to properties in Huntsmans Lane and part of the highway in Edgehill Road.  The group were working with the developer and land owner to try to resolve the issue.
b. Surcharging of a manhole at the junction of Sycamore Lane and Garlands Road – this is part of an unadopted system and has been referred to the developer for further investigation.
The meeting also discussed progress relating to the adoption of drainage systems and highways on the Garlands estate.

2.2 Vallum Close – During the rainfall event of 19 & 20 November 2009 a manhole outside 11 Longlands Road (this takes the land drainage system from Vallum Close) had surcharged.  The manhole is to be replaced with a locking manhole cover.  There were no reports of flooding to properties during this event.
2.3 Castle Carrock – Surface water flooding of the highway near to Cornerstones was reported due to heavy rainfall.  This was to be monitored by the Cumbria CC’s Highway Steward.
2.4 Low Crosby – A further flooding event occurred during November 2009 and 10 properties were flooded.  This event was caused by the existing defences being overtopped rather a collapse on the defence.  Following the flooding the MSFW group have met with the Crosby Drains Forum where the group were informed that the Environment Agency is proposing to construct a new defence during 2010.  United Utilities are also proposing to carry out improvements to their apparatus in Crosby but there is no time scale at present.  The City and County Council highways continue to work with both the Environment Agency and United Utilities to ensure both schemes progress well.
2.5 Burgh-by-Sands – The group have met with the Parish Council, the Village Hall Committee and Story Construction to discuss the survey proposals.  However, the survey has been delayed due to the need to obtain Scheduled Monument Consent as the drainage systems run close to The Vallum.
2.6 488 London Road – There has been no recent progress with this flooding issue.

2.7 Crummock Street, Dow Beck - There has been no recent progress with this flooding issue.

2.8 Wigton Road – The MSFW group were informed that planning permission had been granted for the Richard Rose Morton Academy
2.9 Little Caldew – No new information on issues with the Little Caldew.
2.10 Willowholme – the group were informed of the flooding that occurred in Willowholme in November 2009.  It had been caused by the inability of United Utilities Wastewater Treatment Works to discharge from the works during the high river levels.  United Utilities were part way through improvement work at the works so were unable to deal with the situation.  Temporary pumps have now been installed to lessen this problem until the improvement works are complete.
2.11 The group are also involved with other smaller issues and discuss other new problems as they arise following flood events.

3.0 Funding Issues

3.1 The MSFW group have transferred control of the funding from the Environment Agency to Carlisle City Council.  A balance of £8299.96 was transferred.  A grant of £1700.00 has been issued to a resident in Castle Carrock from the fund.  A present a balance of £31,599.96 remains (including a further £25,000.00 from Carlisle CC).  Several surveys have been arranged for the next couple of months including Burgh-by-Sands, and Crosby-on-Eden.  
4.0      Pitt Review
The MSFW group continue to discuss and feedback progress of this group to the Pitt Review as Carlisle has one of the most advanced group set up in the Country.
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