CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 16 JANUARY 2007 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor P Farmer), Councillors Aldersey, Allison, Atkinson, Bainbridge, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Hendry, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Knapton, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Reardon, Mrs Rutherford, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Toole, Tootle, Tweedie, Warwick, Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson

C.10/07
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs Riddle, Scarborough and Mrs Styth.

C.11/07
MINUTES
The Mayor moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 7 November 2006 as a true record of the meeting.  Pursuant to Minute C.177/06(4) and in answer to a question from a Member.  The Leader reported that there had been 33 members of the public, not including Council Officers or Councillors, who had attended the State of the City debate.

Pursuant to Minute C.183/06(ii).  A Member inquired as to whether there had been any reply from Jim Fitzpatrick MP with regards to the letter from the City Council relating to the withdrawal of the Post Office Card Account.  No one present was aware whether such a reply had been received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 7 November 2006 be received and signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.

C.12/07
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in Minute COS.105/06 regarding Carlisle Housing Association.  She stated that her interest was in respect of her membership of the Carlisle Housing Association Board.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson also declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item of business relating to the IDEA Peer Review.  She indicated that her interest was in respect of her employment as a Member of a Peer Review Team.

Councillor Morton, Councillor Toole and Councillor Mrs Fisher declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of references to Belah Community Centre.  They indicated that their interest was in respect of their membership of the Belah Community Centre Management Committee.

Councillor Mitchelson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.271/06 Post Office Card Account.  He stated that his interest was in respect of his employment.

Councillor Graham declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute COS.105/06 Carlisle Housing Association.  He indicated that his interest was as a Member of the Carlisle Housing Association Board.

Councillors Mrs Bradley and Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of that part of Minute EX.253/06 which related to Concessionary Travel.  They indicated that their interest was as being eligible for receipt of Concessionary Bus Travel.  Other Councillors who were qualified for receipt of Concessionary Bus Travel or who were in receipt of Concessionary Bus Travel also declared a personal interest in that item of business.

Councillor Glover declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute JMT.207/06 Foyer Scheme.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his employment.

C.13/07
ANNOUNCEMENTS
(a)
The Mayor

The Mayor reported that he had no announcements.

(b) The Leader of the City Council

The Leader of the City Council reported that he had no announcements.

(c) The Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.14/07
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.1 and 10.11 the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or deputations had been received from members of the public.

C.15/07
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

(i)
IDEA Peer Review Report

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following question from Councillor Boaden.

Councillor Boaden then read out the following question. 


“To ask the Council Leader that in view of recent press comment on the outcomes of the IDEA Peer Review Report and its reported criticism of the political leadership of the Council when the full report will be made public?”.

Councillor Mitchelson reported on the process for issuing the Peer Review Report.  He indicated that a draft report had been received and the Town Clerk and Chief Executive and himself would meet with the author of that report.  That meeting had been scheduled for 29 January 2007.  Following that meeting the final report of the IDEA Peer Review would be published.  The report would then make its way through the Council’s Committee process in February.

Councillor Boaden asked a supplementary question as to whether the report would be made public and published on the Council’s website.  He also questioned the reasons for the delay between the IDEA Peer Review and the publication of the report.

Councillor Mitchelson responded that the report would be circulated to the Council’s Committees and as a Committee Report would be published on the Council’s website.  He indicated that the preparation and work on the Local Government White Paper had led to a delay in the Peer Review Report being produced.

C.16/07
EXECUTIVE

Councillor Mitchelson moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 20 November 2006 and 11 and 18 December 2006.  Councillor Bloxham seconded the receipt and adoption of the above Minutes.

Members of the Council asked a number of questions of the Leader and Portfolio Holder on those Minutes and it was:

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 20 November and 11 and 18 December 2006 be received and adopted.  

(2) That the Leader of the City Council arrange for a written answer to be given in respect of the question from Councillor Bradley regarding Minute EX.302/06 Cumbria Local Area Agreement.  The question related to the arrangements for the implementation of the Local Area Agreement and the City Council’s responsibility in the delivery of the Local Area Agreement; the role of Partnerships in the Local Area Agreement and the monitoring of the Local Area Agreement’s implementation by the City Council.

C.17/07
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting:


Leisure, Culture and Heritage


Learning and Development


Finance and Performance


Economic Development and Enterprise


Promoting Carlisle


Sustainable Communities


Environment and Infrastructure.

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their reports and it was:

RESOLVED  - (1)
That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) That Councillor Mrs Geddes provide a written reply to Councillor Glover in respect of progress on the Job Evaluation Scheme and the Appeals process which the City Council had in place to deal with any Appeals lodged under the Job Evaluation process.

(3)
That Councillor Bloxham provide a written reply with regards to progress and timing of work on the Environmental Enhancement Scheme to improve parking on Stonegarth which had been partly funded by the use of the Morton Councillors’ Small Community Project Fund.

C.18/07
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMEN’S REPORTS

(a) Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee

Councillor Earp presented his Chairman’s report of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee.

RESOLVED – That the Chairman’s Report be noted.

(b) Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

Councillor Boaden moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 16 and 23 November 2006 be received and adopted. 

Councillor Boaden also presented his Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 16 and 23 November 2006 together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(c) Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

Councillor Stevenson moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 7 December 2006 be received and adopted.  

Councillor Stevenson also presented his Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 7 December 2006 together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(d) Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

Councillor Allison moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 26 October  and 30 November 2006.  

Councillor Allison also presented his Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 26 October and 30 November 2006 together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

C.19/07
REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 22 November and 20 December 2006.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 22 November and 20 December 2006 be received and adopted.

C.20/07
LICENSING COMMITTEE

Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on 20 December 2006.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 20 December 2006 be received and adopted.

C.21/07
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Morton seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of Development Control Committee held on 8 and 10 November and 1 and 15 December 2006.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 8 and 10 November and 1 and 15 December 2006 be received and adopted.

C.22/07
AUDIT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Audit Committee held on 22 November and 12 December 2006.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Audit Committee held on 22 November and 12 December 2006 be received and adopted.

C.23/07
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Councillor Dodd moved and Councillor Mrs Prest seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 4 December 2006.  

Councillor Dodd drew Members attention to Minute ST.12/06 and encouraged Members to complete a survey which was soon to be circulated with regard to Ethical Standards and compliance with the Council’s Code of Conduct.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 4 December 2006 be received and adopted.

C.24/07
NOTICE OF MOTION

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Motion submitted on Notice by Councillor Boaden:


Rape Crisis Centre


“The Council notes the funding crisis that may lead to the local Rape Crisis Centre to cease its service in the next few weeks.  The Council further notes the unique and important role this service provides for victims of rape and sexual assault in this area.  


In view of this the Council calls upon the Executive to urgently consider ways that support can be provided to allow the service to continue with its valuable work in providing assistance to victims in Carlisle”.

Councillor Mrs Bradley seconded the Motion and it was:

RESOLVED – That the Motion of Councillor Boaden as set out above be agreed.

C.25/07
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(i) EX.266/06 Disability Equality Scheme

Pursuant to Minute EX.226/06 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the adoption of a Disability Equality Scheme.  A copy of report PPP.1/07 and Minutes Extracts were circulated.

Councillor Mrs Geddes moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was:

RESOLVED – (1)
That the City Council approve and adopt the Disability Equality Scheme as set out in report PPP.1/07.

(ii) EX.284/06 Dates and Times of Meetings 2007/08

Pursuant to Minute EX.284/06 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive with regard to the schedule of meetings for the municipal year 2007/08.  A copy of Report LDS.1/07 together with Minute Extracts were circulated.  

Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Bloxham seconded and it was:

RESOLVED – (1)
That the dates and times for meetings of the Council and Committees in the 2007/08 municipal year as set out in the Schedule attached to Report LDS.1/07 be approved. 

(2) That the dates and times for meetings of the Executive which have been chosen by the Leader and included in the above schedule be noted.

(iii)
EX.294/06 Revised Parish Charter

Pursuant to Minute EX.294/06 the Revised Parish Charter was circulated to all Members for information.  A copy of report DS.1/07 together with Minute Extracts were also circulated.

RESOLVED – That the Revised Parish Charter, as attached to report DS.1/07, which had been approved for publication be noted.

(iv) EX.295/06 Denton Holme Longsowerby Design Statement

Pursuant to Minute EX.295/06 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive with regard to the adoption of a Design Statement for Denton Holme and Longsowerby.  A copy of Report DS.5/06 and relevant Minute Extracts had also been circulated.  

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the Denton Holme and Longsowerby Design Statement Supplementary Planning Document as attached to Report DC.5/07 be received and adopted.

Councillor McDevitt paid tribute to the work of Officers over an extended period to produce the Supplementary Planning Document.

RESOLVED – That the Denton Holme and Longsowerby Design Statement as attached to report DC.5/07 be adopted by the Council as a Supplementary Planning Document.

(v) EX.298/06 Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act : Dog Control Orders

Pursuant to Minute EX.298/06 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the adoption of Dog Control Orders under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005.  A copy of report CS.1/07 and relevant Minute Extracts had been circulated.  

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the City Council adopt the three Dog Control Orders as set out in report CS.1/07.  Councillor Bloxham added that the maps which the Orders related to were on display and available for Members inspection outside the meeting room and had been prior to the commencement of the meeting.

RESOLVED – That the three Dog Control Orders as attached to report CS.1/07 be adopted by the City Council under the Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act 2005.

(vi) EX.303/06 Willowholme/Caldewgate and St Nicholas Development Brief

Pursuant to Minute C.183/06 (iv) EX.273/06 and EX.303/06 consideration was given to a reference from the Executive regarding the production of a Development Brief/Area Action Plan for the Willowholme/Caldewgate and St Nicholas.  A copy of Report DS.2/07 and relevant Minute Extracts were also circulated.  

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the preparation of a supplementary Planning document for Willowholme/Caldewgate and St Nicholas be dealt with as part of Carlisle Renaissance and given their importance as gateways to the City a Development Plan for those areas be produced.

RESOLVED – That given the importance of Caldewgate/Willowholme and St Nicholas areas as gateways to the City Development Plans for Willowholme/Caldewgate and St Nicholas be produced as part of the City Council’s work on Renaissance.

C.26/07
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS

(a)
Councillor Mitchelson moved that the Conservative Groups membership on the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee for the remainder of the municipal year 2006/07 be amended by the deletion of Councillor Mrs Mallinson and her replacement with Councillor Mrs Fisher.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson to then take Mrs Fisher’s place as a substitute on that Committee.  

(b) Councillor Allison moved the following changes to the Liberal Democrat Groups appointments on Committees for the remainder of the municipal year 2006/07.  

(i) 
That the Liberal Democrat Group membership on the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee be amended by the deletion of Councillor Hodgson as a substitute and his replacement by Councillor Mrs Farmer.

(ii) That the Liberal Democrat Group Membership on the Licensing Committee be amended by the deletion of Councillor Hodgson as substitute and his replacement by Councillor Aldersey.

(iii)
That the Liberal Democrat Group Membership on the Regulatory Panel be amended by the deletion of Councillor Hodgson as substitute and his replacement by Councillor Aldersey.

(iv)
That the Liberal Democrat Group Membership on Audit Committee be amended by the deletion of Councillor Hodgson as substitute and his replacement by Councillor Mrs Luckley.

(v) That the Liberal Democrat Group Membership on Appeals Panel No 1 be amended by the deletion of Councillor Hodgson and his replacement by Councillor Mrs Farmer.

RESOLVED – The Council note and agreed the above changes to Committee Memberships for the remainder of the municipal year 2006/07.

C.27/07
COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor reminded Members of the Council of the Race Night which was to be held in aid of the Mayor’s Charity at Morton Community Centre on 2 February 2007.  

There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring to the attention of the Council.

(The meeting ended at 8.12 pm)
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