
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 29 AUGUST 2006


EX.182/06
CUMBRIA WIND ENERGY SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment and Infrastructure

Subject Matter

The Director of Development Services submitted Report DS.59/06 enclosing a consultation draft of the Cumbria Wind Energy Supplementary Planning Document which had been prepared through a joint Officer Working Group comprising Officers from Cumbria County Council and other relevant Cumbrian Authorities.  A Sustainability Appraisal incorporating a Strategic Environmental Assessment had also been prepared in accordance with current legislation.

The purpose of the documents was to assist in the interpretation and application of Development Plan policies by providing Local Authorities and developers with broad locational guidance for wind energy developments in Cumbria.

The documents would require to be forwarded to the City Council to agree to them being released for public consultation in the Autumn of 2006.

Members expressed reservations as to the value of any public consultation given the length and complexity of the consultation document.  Members considered that some form of explanatory leaflet with an executive summary of the proposals for the public would be useful to outline the key issues to encourage public participation in the consultation process.  The Director of Development Services agreed to pass these comments on to the Joint Officer Working Group.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

1.  That the Executive forward the Cumbria Wind Energy Supplementary Planning Document and Sustainability Appraisal to the City Council to be released for Joint Public Consultation during October to December 2006 with Cumbria County Council and relevant Cumbrian Local Planning Authorities.

2.  That the Executive agrees that any area specific or other changes to the text that are sought by Carlisle City Council or the County Council or relevant Cumbrian Local Planning Authorities are recorded and considered alongside other representations following public consultation.  The revised document will then be considered again by each Authority prior to adoption.

Reasons for Decision

To fulfil the requirements of the Structure Plan Examination in Public Panel's report, the Supplementary Planning Documents require approval of the City Council prior to consultation and adoption.







