

Report to Council on 17 January 2006

Courses for volunteers were completed in December 2005.  The Mayor presented certificates to 15 volunteers who had successfully completed 16 week courses to gain qualifications in Intermediate Certificate in Developing Skills for Early Years Practice and NCFE Level 2 Certificate in Playwork.

These courses are run in association with Community Centres and the Workers Educational Association and are often the first route back into education for participants, who are able to use their new skills to help with their voluntary jobs or to find employment.  

A new course offering a Level 3 qualification in Community Development and Regeneration starts in early January 2006 with 13 volunteers enrolled and a further course for Level 3 Teaching Assistants is due to start later this month.

These courses will be supported by Sure Start Carlisle South, Botcherby Healthy Living Initiative, WEA as well as City Council officers.

A Keep Warm, Keep Safe project has been launched in Botcherby in partnership with the Fire Service, Botcherby Community Centre and the County Council.  This project gives all pensioners in Botcherby who live on their own, a pack which consists of: a torch, a hot water bottle, safety matches, space blanket, a small radio, gloves and a salt drum, plus information and contact numbers for emergency services and utilities designed to keep them safe and warm during the winter months.

Officers have been working with UNISON to organise a conference at Rheged 

which will use a film commissioned by UNISON, based on the true story of a 

Holocaust survivor, to help promote community and school campaigns against racism and basic breaches of human rights, linking this to the promotion of good citizenship.

A seminar was held in Tullie House on 24 November 2005 to discuss how to involve and engage with men on key issues such as health, childcare, family support etc.  Over 60 representatives, 50% men/ 50% women, attended and as a result a Men’s Network has been established.  This session was supported by Sure Start and the North Cumbria PCT.

Tullie House 

Staff have planned improvements to the garden area on Abbey Street.  This will provide 2 gardens, one with a Roman theme and one with a Jacobean theme.  There will be some trees removed which are dead or dying and a comprehensive planting scheme.  This work will be carried out by both the Grounds Section and the staff at Tullie House under the direction of a local landscape designer.

A revised scheme of the Development Plan is being developed for consideration by Members which would be sub-divided into a series of individual and linked projects. 

I was at the launch of the Cumberland News Flashback exhibition of Photographs which gave a pictorial record of the last 50 years of Carlisle.

Sport and Recreation
The two multi-use games areas [MUGAs] are progressing well and scheduled for completion in January.  A bid has been made for funding for a further one at Hammond's Pond.

4 Play Areas - Bitts Park, Fusehill, Carliol Drive and Denton Holme are currently out to tender.

At Hammonds Pond there has been a refurbishment of the dovecote roof and the free flying aviary.  Colourful new information boards have been produced to show visitors more about the local wildlife.

The new flood defences for Warwick Road areas will impact on the St. Aidan's allotments and we have carried out extensive consultation with plot-holders to establish what compensation they prefer.

Work has started on the redevelopment of Heysham Park with plans drawn up in consultation with local residents.

New fitness equipment has been delivered to Sheepmount and the netting around the hammer cage has finally been completed.

Tree Week 

A total of 13 separate events were held for this year's Tree Week, being attended by over 200 adults and children and planting over 4,000 trees.  

The events included children from Newlaithes School, Austin Friars School and James Rennie School.  Other groups and organisations also involved were Cumbria Care - Adults with Learning Difficulties, Friends of Hammonds Pond, Friends of Melbourne Park and The British Trust for Conservation Volunteers.

Events took place across the City in Hammonds Pond, Kingmoor Sidings, Kingmoor Park North Nature Reserves, Melbourne Park and in Newlaithes School grounds.

East Cumbria Countryside Project

At the beginning of December ECCP completed a major contract for English Nature, improving habitats for wildlife in the Solway Moss SSSI.  Work involved clearing scrub and opening up wetlands, which are habitats for a number of rare species.

Attended 3 meetings of Longtown Market Town Initiative which approved the start of drawdowns of monies for regeneration.

On 14 December 2005 I attended the much delayed meeting of the Local Health Group which is still rather in limbo due to the uncertainty of the future of the PCTs and the withdrawal of the group's funding.

Councillor R Knapton
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