
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 23 APRIL 2007


EX.086/07
**CARLISLE RENAISSANCE - POLICY STATEMENT - DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK AND MOVEMENT STRATEGY

(In accordance with Paragraph 15 (i) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules, the Mayor has agreed that call-in procedures should not be applied to this item)

Councillor Geddes had declared a personal interest in this item of business.

Portfolio – Promoting Carlisle


Environment and Infrastructure

Subject Matter - The Director of Carlisle Renaissance submitted Report CE.22/07 setting out the responses to consultation on the Development Framework and Movement Strategy Policy Statement.  The Executive on 26 March 2007 (EX.084/07) had approved a City Centre Development Framework and Citywide Movement Strategy Draft Policy Statement as the basis for further consultation.

The Director's report included:

(a)  the Policy Statement approved by the Executive on 26 March 2007 as the basis for consultation;

(b)  the comments of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 5 April 2007;

(c)  detailed consultation responses, from a number of organisations, on the Policy Statement.

The Leader advised that he had received a document from the Save Our Streets Campaign, setting out alternative regeneration plans for Rickergate - "Intervention Option 3", 42 signatures supporting the alternative plans and a question which would be submitted to the City Council meeting on 1 May 2007.  He had asked officers to assess and evaluate the alternative option/plans submitted by SOS.  

The Leader stated that the Executive had considered the consultation responses and he then tabled a final " City Centre Development Framework and Citywide Movement Strategy  Policy Statement".  The Leader then made the following statement:

"When we launched Carlisle Renaissance we made a commitment to the revitalisation of the City Centre and to improve the City’s transport infrastructure. This policy statement is the culmination of over a year’s work to put in place a strategy capable of delivering this ambition. 

It has been no small undertaking. There are many issues to address and many partners to engage in this process. Throughout this we have acted upon our commitment to public consultation and we will continue to do so.  Any proposals such as those set out here need to be capable of evolving and adapting to circumstances.

I am pleased to note that the Save Our Streets Campaign Association has recently submitted its own proposals for the regeneration of the Rickergate area. Clearly a great deal of time and effort has gone into this and I can assure the group that these proposals will receive our fullest attention. 

Proposals for this area will of course be further tested at the Public Inquiry in July and we look forward to this detailed examination in public. Only after then will we be preparing a development brief for the area and seeking a development partner. It is important to note that this will not preclude potential partners from coming forward with schemes that retain some or all existing buildings within the area and such proposals will be treated on their merits at the time. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have taken part in the consultation to arrive at a strategy that we believe is right for Carlisle and is capable of delivering the benefits we all want to see in this City over the next decade. 

A City Centre that is distinctive, vibrant and attractive, that provides space for new commercial opportunities (and new employment), which supports a broader range of leisure, cultural and educational facilities. 

A City that is accessible to all, with an emphasis on choice and achieving a sustainable balance between car use, public transport, and other modes of transport. 

Our challenge now is to put these plans into action. In February this year we approved work to assess the implications of the Government’s City Development Company model and other similar approaches to the delivery of Carlisle Renaissance. 

This work is progressing and at the end of next month we will be bringing together partners for a workshop on delivery. To date there appears to be considerable support for establishing a new delivery vehicle and on this basis, along with the recommendation that this policy statement is adopted by Council, I would also like to recommend that Council agrees "in principle" to establish a form of regeneration company to manage the delivery of Carlisle Renaissance which includes the Development Framework and Movement Strategy and the Economic Strategy for Carlisle (which is due to be published shortly).

This approach to delivery is one that has been tested and adopted successfully in many towns and cities throughout the UK and we are confident that this approach can work for the delivery of Carlisle Renaissance. 

Whilst major and complex regeneration projects such as Rickergate and Caldew Riverside will take time to deliver, we aim to make progress on improvements to the public realm this year and have commenced working up detailed schemes in and around the City Centre. 

And I am pleased to confirm that partners such as Cumbria Vision and the Northwest Development Agency recognise our ambition and are prepared to offer the resources we need to make these happen.

We are now at a critical point in Carlisle Renaissance, we have turned the ideas into plans and now we are ready to turn plans into action."

Summary of options rejected - None 

DECISION

1.  That the responses to the consultation on the draft Development Framework and Movement Strategy Policy Statement be noted.

2.  
That it be recommended that the City Council approve the City Centre Development Framework and Citywide Movement Strategy Policy Statement.

3.  
That it be recommended that the Council agrees in principle to establish a form of a regeneration company to manage the delivery of Carlisle Renaissance.

Reasons for Decision - To consider responses to the consultation on the draft Development Framework and Movement Strategy Policy Statement.
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