
CARLISLE RENAISSANCE

Initial feedback from the recent public consultation on the Development Framework & Movement Strategy (DF&MS) was outlined at the State of the City event on 18 September. The detailed findings will be considered by members of the Executive, our Cross Party Working Group and the County Council Cabinet, who will provide guidance to the project team on the completion of the work.  It has been arranged for a copy of the Carlisle Renaissance Consultation report to be sent to all Members.  The completed DF&MS will support the Public Inquiry into the Local Plan, the work plan for the Local Development Scheme and the Area Transport Plan for Carlisle. 

A timetable for reports has been prepared to formally integrate the City Council’s involvement in Carlisle Renaissance into Overview & Scrutiny (O&S) and to firm up the Forward Plan to ensure that members are kept up to date on progress and can participate more effectively in the process. Details of this were reported in the October Members Briefing.

Work on the Economic Strategy for Carlisle has commenced following the appointment of SQW in October. Dates for joint Community / Infrastructure O&S workshops on the Economic Strategy have been agreed for November and March 2007.  The Strategy is programmed for completion in April 2007. 

This City Council has appointed Professor Franck Peck (Centre for Regional Economic Development) for the period of the SQW commission to provide an independent assessment and quality assurance of their work as it proceeds. The Economic Development & Enterprise Group of the Carlisle LSP, made up of a cross section of employers within Carlisle, will also help to shape the strategy.

A funding application to the Northwest Development Agency (NWDA) was submitted on 29 September 2006. It includes a programme of projects to promote business start-ups, market the City’s tourism offer, support people into employment and pilot pubic realm improvements in the historic core. A decision of the application is expected in November 2006. The City Council has committed over £300,000 to this programme in 2006/07. In addition to considering support for this programme, the NWDA has provisionally allocated a further £10m to support Carlisle Renaissance in 2007/08 and 2008/09

Following a workshop of Corporate Resources O&S members of the Executive are considering how to take forward the work on the Asset Review. This activity will impact on the role of the City Council in facilitating the delivery of the renaissance agenda.

Learning City is a priority both for the City Council and Carlisle Renaissance and we are in the process of supplementing the City Council’s own delivery team through the appointment of a Learning City Manager, in accordance with proposals reported to Council late last year. They will work closely with the LSP Manager in drawing in the support of our partners to push forward the City Council’s Learning City Strategy & Action Plan.

LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERHSIP

Key Milestones:
Local Area Agreement(LAA)

The 4th draft of the LAA was accepted by the LSP Executive and the City Council Executive before being forwarded to GONW on 29 September. The contents align well with the Carlisle Priority Groups headline issues:

Children & Young People

· Young People’s Housing

· Address non-participation specific to areas and groups. Increase C & YP interaction with community other than as victims or perpetrators of crime (both real and perceived). Replace negative peer pressure with positive role models.

· Improve the image of Children and Young People in the local media.

Healthy Communities & Older People

· Smoking cessation

· More active lifestyles

· Improved access to information and advice for older people, especially in more rural areas, plus measures to increase incomes.

Economic Development & Enterprise

· Increased number of people moving from Incapacity Benefit into employment.

· Improved Economic Infrastructure.

Safer Stronger Communities 

· “PROP” Project (Carlisle & Eden CDRP Prolific Offenders Strategy) and its “Prevent and Deter Strand”.

· Carlisle and Eden Domestic Violence Working Group. (Ex LPSA recipient programme)

Whilst we are deliberately developing Carlisle LSP activities to take place without any additional funding being received, in the event that Pump Priming funds and subsequently Reward Grant Funds become available Carlisle will be well positioned to participate and benefit. 

Training and Capacity Building

We are in the midst of a Neighbourhood Renewal Unit supported programme of workshops, which will deepen and broaden the understanding of partners and elected members on the LSP Executive. In addition the partnership building exercises are being structured to provide very useful material for inclusion in the Carlisle Sustainable Community Strategy. 

Carlisle Sustainable Community Strategy 

A timetable for the Community Plan has been accepted by the LSP Executive. It is important to remember that this plan will be the overarching Strategy for Carlisle and will reflect the vision and aspiration of all our partners. It will need to incorporate each partners current plans and inform their future plans (e.g. the City Councils Corporate Plan).  The timings are tight and the “order of play” is not ideal, we are not starting with a blank sheet. The LSP Executive feel that it is most important for the plan to “go live” for 07/08 with the LAA in April next and then to refine it over the refresh period of our own and other partners plans. 

A timetable has been drawn up for consideration of the draft Plan.  The first draft is due to be considered by the Council’s Executive and each of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees in late November and December.

I am optimistic that we will see the first results of LSP work, albeit on a small scale, early in the new year and a growth in project work and result delivery from mid 2007. 

CIVIC RECEPTION 

The City Council hosted a Civic Reception, on 14 September, to mark the heroism of Carlisle paperboy, Paul Wilde, who saved the life of a local resident. The 15-year-old from Harraby, helped one of his customers, in August, after he experienced breathing. The City Council presented him with a certificate.

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE SHEEPMOUNT STADIUM 

Carlisle City Council’s Sheepmount Stadium received a Royal seal of approval on Friday 29 September. HRH The Earl of Wessex (Prince Edward) officially opened the refurbished sports venue.

The region’s primary athletics and County football centre has recently undergone a £3.6million redevelopment and has been up and running since last August.

Representatives from Sport England and the Football Foundation, who provided more than £2million of external funding, were among the VIP guests. A class from Stanwix School displayed their football and athletics skills to the Royal Party.

The multi-million pound Sheepmount redevelopment scheme included an upgrade of the running track to eight lanes, re-configuration and drainage of the football pitches. There are also new changing facilities, toilets, showers, referees' accommodation, disabled access and facilities, fitness and exercise areas, clubroom and a training and education room as well as gym equipment for winter training. 

FESTIVAL OF PIPES

Carlisle City’s pedestrian shopping area was the location for the first ever Festival of Pipes, on Saturday 7 October. Shoppers and visitors were treated to a variety of music provided by Peruvian, Inca and Scottish pipers.

The event joined together a wide-range of musicians from different parts of the world. In addition to the music, there were stalls serving local goods as well as handcrafted arts and crafts.

LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK (16-20 OCTOBER)

This is the sixth year that Carlisle City Council has supported the national campaign to encourage people to get involved with decision making.

The City Council organised three events:

YOUNG MAYOR

On Monday 16 October, the Council Chamber was packed with more than 100 young people all keen to elect the City’s Young Mayor for 2006. Candidates from five schools – Brook Street Primary School,  Longtown Primary School, The Bishop Harvey Goodwin School, Hayton School and Warwick Bridge School – presented their manifestos and fielded some tough questions from the audience. Votes were cast using voting slips and a ballot box. The Mayor of Carlisle, Councillor Peter Farmer, announced the winner - Lucy Teasdale from The Bishop Harvey Goodwin School. Lucy has had the opportunity to accompany The Mayor on some of his engagements.

POLITICAL SPEED DATING 

This was hosted by William Howard School, in Brampton, on Tuesday 17 October, seven teams of youngsters, aged 12 to 13-years-old posed questions to seven City Councillors under speed dating conditions. Councillors had just three minutes to answer questions. There was a fast and furious pace and both the pupils and councillors enjoyed the event.

Cllr Elizabeth Mallinson, Cllr James Bainbridge, Cllr Ian Stockdale, Cllr Joe Hendry, Cllr Michael Boaden, Cllr Steven Tweedie and Cllr Olwyn Luckley were the Political Speed Daters.

STATE OF THE CITY EVENT
This took place in the Council Chamber on Wednesday 18 October. It was a public event, which gave residents an opportunity to ask the Council’s Executive about City Council policies and Carlisle Renaissance.

CARLISLE FOCUS

The Winter edition of Carlisle Focus will be delivered to residents at the beginning of December. It has a four-page special Christmas feature as well as articles about Carlisle Renaissance, Recycling and Rural issues. 

On 26 October, at a ceremony in Manchester, Carlisle Focus was nominated by the Chartered Institute of Public Relations PRide Award for Newsletter, Newspaper or Magazine.

These awards are designed to showcase "the best work and talent" in the communications arena outside of London. 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 2006

FIRESHOW

Saturday 4th November 2006 – 7.00 pm – Bitts Park

This year’s theme is Wild West, which includes a saloon bar and stagecoach with cowboys.

Sponsors include:  BSW Timber, Crown Bevcan, Browns Haulage, Stobarts, Story’s, News & Star, CFM.

CARLISLE – THE CHRISTMAS CITY FESTIVAL 

This years Christmas activities in the City Centre begin with the switch on of the Christmas lights on Sunday 19 November 2006.

The outline programme of Christmas in Carlisle activities is again attached for information.

CARLISLE – THE CHRISTMAS CITY FESTIVAL 2006 : 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

DATE
EVENT
VENUE

NOVEMBER



16th
Thursday Late Night Christmas Shopping begins – every Thursday
City Centre

17th
Nutcracker – Moscow Ballet
Sands Centre

19th
Reach for the Stars Talent Show

Christmas Lights Switch On
City Centre

19th Nov– 24th Dec
Christmas Tree Exhibition/Grotto
Old Town Hall

19th Nov– 24th Dec
Christmas Tree Trail
City Centre

23rd
Christmas Party Day – National Hunt Racing
Carlisle Racecourse

DECEMBER

1st




Christmas Farmers’ Market
City Centre

         1st
Potfest Potters’ Christmas Party
City Centre

1st – 10th
Sleeping Beauty – The Pantomime
West Walls Theatre

1st
Royal Marines Band
Sands Centre

2nd
Holly Door Wreaths – Workshop
Tullie House

2nd
Christmas Fun Day
Market Hall

3rd
Advent Carol Service
Carlisle Cathedral

4th – 8th
Tudor Christmas at the Guildhall for Schools
Guild Hall Museum

6th
Dark History of the Citadel Tour*
Citadel

6th – 10th
Carlisle Christmas Market – fabulous street market and Victorian Market Hall plus street entertainment
City Centre and market Hall

7th
Late Night Opening at Guildhall with free drop in workshop
Guild Hall Museum

9th
Knitting – Twinkle Toes Workshop
Tullie House

9th
Abbey Singers Christmas Concert
Carlisle Cathedral

12th
Age Concern Carol Service
Carlisle Cathedral

13th
The Carlisle Ghost Tour*
City Centre

13th – 29th
Aladdin – The Pantomime
Sands Centre

14th
Carol Parade – Carols in the Cathedral and entertainment in the city centre followed by Hog Roast in the Tithe Barn.
City Centre

14th
Late Night opening at Guild Hall with free drop in workshop
Guild Hall Museum

15th
Eden Valley Hospice Service
Carlisle Cathedral

15th
Candlelight Christmas Concert Tour
St Cuthbert’s Church


Christmas Family Fun Day – Free Entry – Glittermania, Workshops/Childrens’ Theatre – the Magicians Daughter plus Christmas decoration workshop
Tullie House

17th
Festival of Readings and Carols
Carlisle Cathedral

18th
Trinity School Carol Service
Carlisle Cathedral

19th
Duke of Lancaster Regimental Carol Service
Carlisle Cathedral

20th
The Carlisle Ghost Tour*
City Centre

24th
Festival of Readings & Carols
Carlisle Cathedral

27th
The Carlisle Ghost Tour*
City Centre

27th – 30th
Victorian Lantern Tours*
Carlisle Castle

* Bookings for the above Tours can be made at the Visitor Centre at the Old Town Hall 
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