LICENSING COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY 12 APRIL 2006 AT 2.39 PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Parsons (Chairman), Boaden, C S Bowman, Crookdake (substitute for Councillor Bloxham), Farmer H, Farmer P (substitute for Councillor Tootle), Morton, Prest, Scarborough, Stockdale, Warwick (substitute for Councillor Styth).

.

LC.05/06
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Bloxham, Styth, Tootle and Wilson.

LC.06/06
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting on 4 January 2006 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

LC.07/06
MINUTES OF LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEES

The Licensing Manager submitted the Minutes of Licensing Sub-Committee 2 which was held on 23 March 2006

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of Licensing Sub-Committee 2, held on 23 March 2006, attached as Appendix A to these Minutes, be noted.

LC.08/06
LICENSING ACT 2003 – APPLICATION UPDATE

The Licensing Manager presented report LDS.19/06 updating Members on the current position with regard to applications received under the Licensing Act 2003.

He reported that since 24 November 2005 Officers had been determining applications and issuing licences.  He reported that the final outstanding application had been dealt with in February 2006 and new applications had become a steady stream of variations, transfers and changes to designated supervisors.  He reported that there had been 91 Temporary Events Notices issued in four months, which is much higher that expected.

The Licensing Manager reported that a joint Enforcement Protocol had been approved at County level with five other Authorities and the responsible Officers under the Licensing Act.  He stated that a Joint Inspection Policy was being discussed with the Police, Fire Services and Health & Safety Section of the City Council.

In response to Members questions, the Licensing Manager reported that premises in the City with licences with conditions are not currently inspected by Licensing Officers as a matter of course, but are inspected by the responsible Authorities.  Every premise had different conditions and so to help with enforcement, in the future, a new computer system had been purchased.  The system allowed the Licensing Officers to carry a laptop out on visits and interrogate the database at the Civic Centre to find out individual premise conditions.  The Police and Fire Services would also be able to use this system when out on inspections.  

He stated that the Premises would be prioritised for visits, using the existing knowledge of the Police, Fire and the City Council’s Health & Safety Team as a starting point.  Some visits would be reactive to complaints but the visits would be in partnership and the Police or Fire Services had already visited a lot of premises.  For the last three years Licensing Officers had been inspecting all new premises.  He reported that a lot of Village Halls had applied for Temporary Event Notices for the Christmas period.  He also reported that the City Council only licenses agricultural shows if they had licensable activities.

Members praised the amount of work which had been undertaken by the Licensing staff and thanked them for the work done and congratulated the staff on what they had achieved.  They commented that in addition to processing the applications, Licensing Officers had also held mediation meetings between people making representations and the applicants, which had resulted in many applications not having to be heard by Sub-Committees.

RESOLVED –  That Report LDS.19/06 be noted.

(The meeting finished at 2.50 pm)

