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Report of:
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Report reference:
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Summary:

The Director of Community Services outlines the level of WPEG received from DEFRA for 2006/7 and 2007/8 and outlines proposals for the allocation of the grant.

Recommendations:

It is recommended that:

3.1
The Executive endorses the use of the City Council WPEG for 2006/7 towards the pilot kerbside recycling scheme for plastic and cardboard.

3.2
Subject to the approval of a Cumbria waste minimisation strategy and priorities the City Council approves the aggregation of the WPEG for 2007/8 to be allocated by the Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership.

Contact Officer:
Michael Battersby
Ext:
 5005

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1
Along with other waste collection and disposal authorities the City Council has received notification from DEFRA of the Waste Efficiency Performance Grant levels for 2006/7 and 2007/8.   These are the final two years of a three year initiative and for Carlisle these are:-




2006/7
£86,469.93




2007/8
£90,593.97


This award is split 50/50 between capital and revenue, and a schedule of awards for the other Cumbria Authorities is included as Appendix A.

1.2
Within the award letter there is a strong indication that DEFRA would prefer to aggregate individual awards to make a single allocation to relevant Partnership authorities.   This has been considered by the Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership which supported this in principle, as the best means of addressing priorities for minimising the volumes of waste being taken to landfill in Cumbria.   Whilst the overall strategy is evolving it is not considered to be sufficiently developed to progress fully along the aggregation basis for 2006/7.   It has been agreed that all seven Authorities will pool their funding for 2006/7 but that each collection authority will receive an amount at least equal to their allocation.   The County Council allocation will be prioritised and distributed across all the authorities based on the overall benefits.   Subject to acceptance of the waste strategy, the Partnership supported the pooling of grants and allocation of funds by the Partnership to priority projects in 2007/8.   Obviously there is then no guarantee that each authority will achieve their nominal allocation for 2007/8 – it may be that some achieve more.

1.3
The proposal for Carlisle is to continue the pilot kerbside collection scheme for plastic and cardboard during 2006/7.   This project has already started for cardboard and should be fully operational for plastic within the next few weeks.   This service will be provided to approximately 8000 households and be collected fortnightly on the same day as the existing Greenbox collections.   It will be particularly beneficial to provide feedback and shape strengthened recycling services to compliment the alternate weekly collection service currently being evaluated.   Further details of this pilot project can be obtained from the Waste Team, with the estimated cost being £82,000.

1.4
There are a package of other priority projects for Carlisle which will be submitted to the Partnership for funding approval in 2006/7 and will be considered by the meeting on  15th February.

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date:  Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership

2.2 Consultation proposed:  Feedback from households participating on the pilot kerbside plastic & cardboard collection scheme

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that:

3.1
The Executive endorses the use of the City Council WPEG for 2006/7 towards the pilot kerbside recycling scheme for plastic and cardboard.

3.2
Subject to the approval of a Cumbria waste minimisation strategy and priorities the City Council approves the aggregation of the WPEG for 2007/8 to be allocated by the Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

There are a number of priority projects for Carlisle in 2006/7 as the Council progresses the goal of minimising the volumes of waste taken to landfill.   For significant progress to be made across Cumbria as a whole then the Strategic Waste Partnership needs greater flexibility to address the bigger issues.

5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources –   3 temporary appointments will be required to implement the pilot kerbside project

· Financial –   The WPEG is not currently included in the Council’s existing revenue/capital budgets

· Legal –  N/A

· Corporate –   The approach makes an important contribution to the Council priority

· Risk Management –   A risk assessment has been completed for the pilot kerbside scheme

· Equality Issues –   The aggregation of grant for 2007/8 could result in more or less than the nominal award being spent in Carlisle

· Environmental –   Makes a positive contribution to waste minimisation

· Crime and Disorder –   N/A

· Impact on Customers –  Extended kerbside recycling for 8000 properties

APPENDIX A

WASTE PERFORMANCE EFFICIENCY GRANTS

2006/7 and 2007/8






2006/7

2007/8


Allerdale


£77,734

£81,426


Barrow


£57,683

£60,419


Carlisle 


£86,470

£90,594


Copeland


£58,376

£61,154


Cumbria CC


£554,494

£580,979


Eden



£42,709

£44,733


South Lakes


£84,861

£88,878
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