LICENSING COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY 28 FEBRUARY 2007 AT 2.43PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Morton (Chairman),  Bainbridge (substitute for Cllr Bowman) Boaden, Mrs Farmer, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Quilter, Scarborough, Stockdale, Mrs Styth and Tootle 

LC.01/07
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted by Councillors C Bowman and Wilson

LC.02/07         MINUTES OF LICENSING SUB COMMITTEES

The Licensing Manager submitted the Minutes of the Licensing Sub-Committee 2 which was held on 26 September 2006 and Licensing Sub-Committee 4 which was held on 5 February 2007.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of Licensing Sub-Committee 2, held on 26 September 2006, and Licensing Sub-Committee 4, held on 5 February 2007, attached as Appendix A to these Minutes, be noted.

LC.03/07
DELEGATIONS OF FUNCTIONS – GAMBLING ACT 2005

The Licensing Manager presented report LDS.15/07 regarding the delegation of the setting of Premises Licence Fees under the Gambling Act 2005.

The Licensing Manager reported that the Gambling Act 2005 (The Act) received Royal Assent on 7 April 2005 and the Council became a Licensing Authority under the legislation.  The Act gave new responsibility to Licensing Authorities to undertake a number of licensing and regulatory functions in relation to gambling premises.  One of those functions was the setting of fees in relation to premises licences.

He reported that the Licensing Authority was required to 

· determine the amount of fee;

· determine the different amounts for different classes of case as specified in the Regulations;

· publish the amount of the fee; and 

· aim to ensure that the income from fees, as nearly as possible, equates to the expense of providing the service to which the cost related.

He stated that if the Licensing Authority did delegate the powers as described then the Council’s Constitution would need to be amended to reflect the changes.

RESOLVED – 1) That the Council delegates the responsibility for setting the premises licence fees under section 212 of the Gambling Act 2005 to the Licensing Committee, pursuant to section 154(2)(b) of the Act;

2) That the Council approve the scheme of delegation (appendix one of Report LDS.15/07) contained within the Council’s Gambling Policy;

3) That the Council authorises the Director of Legal & Democratic Services to make appropriate amendments to the Council’s Constitution.

(The Meeting ended at 2.45pm)

