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1.0
Background

1.1
The Department for Communities and Local Government issued a Supplement to Planning Policy Statement 1 Planning and Climate Change.

1.2
PPS sets out how planning should contribute to ‘reducing emissions and stabilising climate change’.  The policies of this PPS should be adopted by planning authorities in the preparation of Local Development Documents.  Applicants for planning permission should consider how far their proposals contribute to a low-carbon economy and how well they will be adapted to the effects of climate change.

1.3
Addressing climate change is the governments main concern for sustainable development.  Climate change is likely to have adverse effects on our environment, economy and society.  In preparing and adjusting for this, planning has a key role through:

1.
Influencing energy use and emissions.

2.
Encouraging zero carbon development.

3.
Shaping sustainable communities that are resilient to climate change.

4.
Creating environments that are attractive for private sector investments in renewable and low-carbon technologies.

5.
 Giving local communities the opportunity to take action against climate change.

1.4
The planning system must support the governments projected timetable for reducing carbon emissions from domestic and non-domestic buildings.  It is aimed that carbon emissions from new homes will be reduced to zero carbon by 2016.

1.5
This PPS sets out how regional and local planning can best support the achievement of zero-carbon targets whilst meeting the need of the community.

1.6
All planning authorities should prepare, manage and deliver spatial strategies.  These must contribute to local and global sustainability, ensure resource and energy efficiency, and deliver patterns of urban growth and rural development that secure the fullest use for sustainable transport.  They must also contribute and enhance biodiversity, reflect the needs of communities and encourage competitiveness and technological innovation within businesses when adapting to climate change.
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1.7
Any proposed new developments should make use of decentralised and renewable or low-carbon energy should limit CO2 emissions and should be planning to minimise future vulnerability to climate change.

1.8
In determining planning applications it must be ensured that the information from applicants is in proportion with the scale of the development and its projected impact on climate change.

1.9
A realistic approach to addressing climate change must be adopted by planning authorities.  They should consider how the region’s activities contribute to climate change, how the regional targets on climate change can be achieved and how vulnerable the region is to the effects of climate change.

1.10
Climate change should be addressed in conjunction with economic, social and environmental concerns.  Sustainable new developments must focus on locations with good accessibility other than by private car and where energy can be sourced from a decentralised energy supply (or where there is potential for this).  Regional targets for renewable energy generation must be set in line with PPS22, ensuring that the regional goal is consistent with the Government’s national targets.  Land uses and land management practices that help to secure carbon sinks will be encouraged and the availability of water resources will be considered.  (Targets are proposed in RSS for the North West.  The Proposed Modifications following the Examination in Public are awaited to confirm these targets).

1.11
Planning authorities must provide a framework to promote and encourage renewable and low-carbon energy generation.  They should identify suitable areas for this type of energy generation.  It should also be expected that a proportion of the energy supply of new developments would be secured from decentralised and renewable energy sources.

1.12
In selecting land for developments, planning authorities should take into account –whether there is potential for access other than by private car, the effect of the development on biodiversity, its capacity to adapt to changes in climate and the extent to which the energy supply of the development could be gained from renewable or low-carbon energy sources.
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1.13
Planning authorities should have evidence of the local feasibility and potential for renewable and low-carbon technologies.  They should also set out a target percentage of the energy used in new developments that should come from decentralised and renewable or low-carbon energy sources.

1.14
Planners should encourage the delivery of sustainable buildings, and should help in reducing the carbon emissions generated from domestic and non-domestic buildings.  They should ensure that what is proposed avoid any adverse impact on the development needs of communities.

1.15
When considering planning applications, Design and Access Statements should be used by planning authorities to obtain information to show proposed developments will contribute to the planning objectives set out in this PPS.

1.16
New developments should, comply with local requirements for decentralised energy supply and sustainable buildings, minimise energy consumption and CO2 emissions, provide public and private open green spaces, accommodate waste water recycling and waste management, and give priority to sustainable drainage.

1.17
Sustainable transport opportunities should be created in line with PPG13 by producing travel plans, providing attractive and safe cycling and walking opportunities and providing and managing car parking.

1.18
Planning authorities should consider the impact of the proposed development on the existing development, the existing renewable energy sources and its vulnerability to climate change.

1.19
Planning conditions and obligations can be used to ensure the provision of long term management and maintenance.

1.20
“Planning authorities should have regard to the highest priority placed by government on mitigating climate change”.
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2.0
Recommendation
2.1
That the report be noted.

Catherine Elliot

Director of Development Services

Contact Officer:
Chris Hardman
Ext:
7170
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