
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE HELD ON

1 FEBRUARY 2005 


EX.042/05
CUMBRIA LEARNING AND SKILLS COUNCIL – STRATEGIC 

AREA REVIEW (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Economic Prosperity

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Economic and Community Development (ECD.01/05) on a Strategic Area Review currently being undertaken by the Cumbria Learning and Skills Council upon which comments were invited from stakeholders by 28 February 2005.

A consultation document had been received and which highlighted the following key issues for Carlisle:-

i)  Lower post-16 participation rates than the County, low numbers entering Further Education, and a correspondingly higher percentage entering sixth forms;

ii)  Modest or below average retention rates;

iii)  Some small sixth forms lacking the ‘critical mass’ to deliver the 14-19 agenda.  Below average entry to Higher Education;

iv)  Modest numbers entering Apprenticeships and ‘huge’ non-achievement;

v)  Insufficient collaboration between institutions and across sectors;

vi)  Skill levels.  These include key sector skills and basic literacy and numeracy;

The matter had been discussed at the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 10 February 2005 and a Minute Excerpt from that meeting was submitted.  The Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee reported that there had been a wide ranging discussion at the Overview and Scrutiny meeting and that the Committee had asked to meet with an Officer from the Local Education Authority at a future meeting.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the Head of Economic and Community Development, in consultation with the Economic Prosperity Portfolio Holder, be requested to write to the Learning and Skills Council in response to their Strategic Area Review incorporating the observations of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the content of Report ECD.01/05.

2. That the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee be thanked for their input in this consultation process.

Reasons for Decision

To respond to the consultation on the Cumbria Learning and Skills Council's Strategic Area Review.







