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CARLISLE RENAISSANCE

There has been substantial activity on Carlisle Renaissance during the first two months of this year.   Members of the Implementation Team, who have now joined the Director in post, are the Consultation and Communications Officer, Development Manager, Urban Designer and Programme Administrator.  The Programme Manager will be in post this month.

We have also completed, successfully, the first stage of the work on the Development Framework and Movement Strategy, which included extensive public consultation.  The Options Report will be ready by April for the next stage of consultation.  The Final Report will be completed in June and integrated into the Carlisle Local Plan Review for Public Enquiry later in the year.

Consultation has been going on since the launch of the Carlisle Renaissance Prospectus in August last year but the visit of the Deputy Prime Minister, on 27 January, formally launched the latest stage of intensive consultation.  We were in a position to give initial feedback from that widespread exercise at the “State of the City” public event on 1 March.

The packed consultation programme included:

· Workshops for Members, stakeholders and large employers

· Drop-in events at locations across the City, including an eight-day event in a unit

      within The Lanes Shopping Centre and three other community drop-in events

· 11 presentations to business groups across the city, targeting industrial estate tenants, new businesses and professional services

· Almost 6,000 questionnaires to residents, including the City Council Residents’ Panel and Carlisle Housing Association tenants and primary and secondary school pupils

· Workshops for young people through activity clubs at Skatepark, Currock, Brampton, Morton, Harraby and Belah

· A young people’s residential and workshop at Fellside near Caldbeck

· A drop-in centre at The Lanes, including a ‘Renaissance Talk Shop’ and the ‘Big Brother Diary Room’.

More than 2,000 people visited The Lanes Drop-in Centre over the initial six-day period and more than 200 attended the various business presentations.

Around 5,000 leaflets, specially produced for the exercise, were distributed and around 1,000 questionnaires have been received so far via post and the Council’s website.

We are pleased with the (largely) positive response to the consultation and are grateful to those who have taken time to attend the various events and drop-in sessions and given us their views.  This has been a very worthwhile exercise.  Some of the positive outcomes from the process, so far, include:

· The Rickergate Working Group, comprising those public sector agencies sited within the Rickergate area, is now established, with meetings fixed for the coming months.  All agencies are seeking to support each other in issues like potential land swaps, site assembly and relocation opportunities to maximise the redevelopment opportunity of the Rickergate area.

· A Project Group of officers has been set up to oversee the ongoing work of the Development Framework and Movement Strategy to ensure the outcome is fed into the emerging Local Plan.  They will begin to meet with the Members Group this week.

· The Carlisle Task Group, consisting of representatives from public sector agencies, including the City Council, County Council, English Partnerships, North West Development Agency, Government Office North West and the Environment Agency, continues to meet.

· The joint City Council/County Council Steering Group have regular diaried meetings for both Councils to receive feedback and to have an input.

· Work has started with 20 City Centre retailers to deliver a pilot for late night shopping to start in April designed to bring a wider range of people into the city centre in the early evening as part of a broader strategy to extend the City Centre ‘offer’.

As part of the communications strategy for Carlisle Renaissance, we have promoted, extensively, the consultation process through the local and regional media and have received substantial, positive coverage.  The visit of the Deputy Prime Minister in January also brought national coverage, all of which helps to raise, positively, the profile and image of Carlisle to a wide audience.

It is gratifying to be able to report such positive progress and we will continue to consult widely throughout all stages of the Carlisle Renaissance initiative in order to involve as many people from our communities as possible in the decisions that are going to change the face of Carlisle.

Carlisle Focus

The Spring edition of Carlisle Focus is being distributed to residents, week commencing 6 March.

Council Tax leaflet

The award-winning Carlisle Performance and Council Tax Summary leaflet has been printed and will be distributed with Council Tax bills towards the end of March.  The leaflet explains clearly how Council Tax is collected and spent and explains to people the various ways they can pay their Council Tax.

Talkin Tarn

Promotional materials are being designed and produced to coincide with the ownership of Talkin Tarn transferring to the City Council at the beginning of April and a marketing plan is being drawn up to attract more visitors to the beauty spot.

EVENTS 2006

SPRING SHOW 


Sunday 30th April and Monday 1st May 2006 – 10.00 am – 5.00 pm 

Victoria Gardens, Bitts Park

Entry: £2.50

After being unable to hold the show last year due to the floods, we will again be holding the popular Spring Show.  Nearly all the spaces have now been filled.

There will be 50 traders selling a variety of plants and garden furniture and accessories, plus Floral Art Marquee, Craft Marquee, Countryside Section exhibits, Children’s Activity Marquee, Refreshment Marquee and catering units, plus Punch & Judy, Jazz Band, Jason the Jester and Bouncy Castle.

UPPERBY GALA

Monday 29th May 2006 – 2.00 pm – 5.00 pm – Hammond’s Pond

This years Gala will include Arena Acts (Crazy Tramps, Mighty Smith Strong Man, and Crazy Bears Roadshow), model boats, charity stalls, refreshments, sideshows, RSPCA Dog Show and Vintage Vehicles, fairground rides, Children’s Activity Marquee, Jason the Jester, Jazz Band, Mary the Faerie.

FESTIVAL OF NATIONS

Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th July 2006 – 11.00 – 4.00pm – City Centre

Pop2thepark

Sunday 6th August 2006 – 2.00 pm – 6.00 pm – Bitts Park

FIRESHOW

Saturday 4th November 2006 – 7.00 pm – Bitts Park
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