Cumbria County Council

Local Transport Plan 2  (2006/7 – 2011/2) and Carlisle City Transport Strategy

Briefing note for Carlisle City Council - April 2004

1. Cumbria Local Transport Plan

The Local Transport Plan (LTP) is the statutory document that sets out the strategy and policies for transport for Cumbria. It also describes a programme of work arising from the strategy that will be implemented and updated over the course of the Plan. Funding resources are received from the Governments transport settlement for the County and partnership, grant and developer funding. 

The second Local Transport Plan (LTP2) will cover the period 2006/7 to 2011/2 and is required to be submitted to the Department for Transport by 31 July 2005. Although there is no formal guidance available yet on the requirements of LTP2 it is expected that there will be a greater emphasis on local issues and locally appropriate measures and targets within the overall framework of County-wide transport policy and Regional Transport Strategy.

A fundamental part of LTP2 is a series of Area Transport Plans (ATP) based on the County Council Local Committee areas, which are able to give this emphasis to identifying and resolving local transport issues. These Area Transport Plans will support the policies of LTP2, which are expected to remain largely consistent with LTP1.

2. Development Process

To assist and guide the preparation of ATPs a consultation is being carried out during April and May to confirm the key transport issues in each area and develop the approach to tackle these. Rather than starting from a blank sheet of paper an Issues Paper is to be circulated to raise awareness of the process and to stimulate responses from partner organisations. Where there are issues already identified through other initiatives or strategies these will simply need to be reiterated. 

The Issues Consultation Leaflet is being circulated in April to the LTP consultees: local authorities (including parish councils), national parks, transport bodies, environmental, disability, and network user groups and funding and implementation partners. The general public is not being consulted at this point. In summer 2004 the County Council’s Neighbourhood Forums will be involved in developing the draft Area Transport Plans. The full public consultation on the draft LTP2 will take place in Winter/Spring 2005

The process of consulting initially on the issues and building up to the full consultation draft is based on that used for the Structure Plan review which was generally well received. It means that the draft Area Transport Plans can be reasonably advanced before the main consultation making them more focussed and representative of the main concerns. This in turn should make it easier for consultees to make a meaningful input. 

3. Timetable for LTP2 

Issues Leaflets to be distributed - in the first fortnight of April 2004

Consultation period to 14 June

Area Transport Plan development with Neighbourhood Forums - July August 

Draft Area Transport Plans to Council Area Transport Advisory Groups and Local Committees - September/ October

Draft LTP2 to County Council – November 

Consultation on draft LTP2 – to end Feb 2005

Consultation on ATPs reported to Local Committees March 2005

County Council approve LTP2 May 2005

LTP2 submitted July 2005

4. The Carlisle City Transport Strategy

Alongside the Area Transport Plan for Carlisle District area, the Carlisle City Transport Strategy is also being developed. The Area Transport Plan will form an integral part of the LTP and will reflect County-wide priorities as well as addressing locally distinctive issues for the area covered by the City District and County Local Committee. The Carlisle City Transport Strategy will address the detailed transport issues and solutions for the City itself. 

The Strategy is being developed by a technical group of officers of the County and City councils, the Chamber of Commerce, Stagecoach, the Police and the Cumbria Association of Local Councils. The Strategy will be detailed approach to the role of transport in the economic, social and environmental sustainability of the City. It can cover aspects outside the County Local Transport Plan guidelines and will contribute to developing the Area Transport Plan.

A draft of the Strategy will be submitted to the Carlisle Area Transport Advisory Group (ATAG) and County Council Local Committee in August to enable incorporation of elements in the draft LTP Area Transport Plan for consideration by ATAGs in September. The Carlisle City Transport Strategy will be consulted on in Winter/Spring 2004/5 at the same time as the draft LTP.
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