LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC GROUP BUDGET PROPOSAL 2007/08
The Executive is asked to consider the following amendments to the Executive’s budget proposal contained in Minute EX.293/06, Executive Response to the Budget Consultation and Recommendations for the 2007/08 Budget (Key Decision). 

Liberal Democrat Group Proposed Budget Amendment 

Small Scale Community Projects:

It is proposed that a specific capital provision in the sum of £60,000 be made in the 2007/08 capital programme, to be made available to support schemes for small-scale community projects, proposed by members at ward level. 

The details for the operation of the scheme and the mechanism for the distribution of the funds in support of individual proposals will be determined by the Executive after full consultation with each of the political groups. It is envisaged that the funding source could be used as a pump primer and be supplemented by contributions from other partners and agencies and so enable elected Councillors to respond to the needs of residents.

Director of Corporate Services Comments and Impact on the Executive’s budget proposals:

The consequences of accepting this amendment is that there will be an increase in the 2007/08 Capital Programme of £60,000 for the proposed scheme funded from unallocated capital receipts. There will be an equivalent reduction in the capital resources available in future years. 

The proposal has no impact on the Revenue budget proposals or the level of Council Tax increase proposed by the Executive.

The changes arising from the Executive’s Capital Budget proposals for 2007/08 as tabled to the 22 January 2007 Executive Meeting are:

Schedule 7 – Estimated Capital Resources

· a reduction in the overall capital resources in 2008/09 and 2009/10 of £60,000

Schedule 8 – Proposed Capital Programme

· an increase in the overall capital programme for 2007/08 to include a new spending proposal in respect of Small Scale Community Projects of £60,000 

Schedule 9 – Summary Capital Resource Statement

· corresponding amendments as detailed above

Schedule 10 – Usable Reserve Projections

· no impact on Reserve Projections. 

Councillor Trevor Allison 18/01/07
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