LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

WEDNESDAY 2 APRIL 2003 AT 3.00 PM

PRESENT:
Councillor Morton (Chairman), Councillors Atkinson, Mrs Bowman, Joscelyne, Mrs Parsons and G Prest.

LRP.24/03
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Aldersey and Wilson.

LRP.25/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no Declarations of Interest affecting any item on the Agenda.

LRP.26/03
*APPLICATION FOR VARIATION TO THE PROVISIONAL PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE – ROBERTSON’S, 47-49 LOWTHER STREET, CARLISLE

The Licensing Manager presented report EP.25/03 concerning an application for a variation to the Provisional Public Entertainment Licence in respect of Robertson’s Bakers, 47-49 Lowther Street, Carlisle.

The premises had the benefit of a Provisional Public Entertainment Licence with operating hours as follows:

· Monday to Saturday (inclusive) 11 am until 12.30 am the following day.

The owner of the premises intended to change the use to a café bar operation and the joint applicants now made application for a variation to the licence, with operating hours as follows:

· Monday to Saturday (inclusive) 11 am until 1 am the following day;

· Sundays 12 noon until 12.30 am the following day and 1 am on a Sunday that immediately preceded a Bank Holiday (except Easter Sunday).

The Licensing Manager drew Members’ attention to the response received from the Planning Services Division (attached at Appendix B to the report) advising that the Sunday hours applied for were at variance with Condition 3 of planning permission 01/0928, commenting that Members may wish to seek the advice of the Legal Services Manager in that regard.

Cumbria Fire Service required to undertake a final inspection of the premises before they could be satisfied that adequate fire precautions had been taken.

Following circulation of the report a memo had been received from the Environmental Services Division (copies of which were tabled) confirming that they had no objections to the application.  There was potential for noise created by patrons visiting premises of that nature late at night to cause disturbance to local residents, however, noise so generated usually fell outside the scope of normal abatement legislation.

Cumbria Constabulary had no objections.

In addition, the application had been advertised in the local newspaper and, to date, no objections had been received.  The closing date for objections is 4 April 2003.

In response to a question from the Chairman the Legal Services Manager advised that, if the Panel was minded to grant the application, such permission should be subject to no objections being lodged by the above mentioned deadline.  It may also be prudent to require that a satisfactory amendment to Condition 3 attached to the planning consent be secured.

Mr Richard Arnott of Dickinson Lees Law Firm, Newcastle upon Tyne (Legal Representative) together with a colleague, and Mr Paul Reynolds (joint Applicant) were present at the meeting.

Mr Arnott explained that Mr Stephen Milligan (joint Applicant) was unable to be in attendance and submitted an apology on his behalf.

Mr Arnott then addressed the Panel providing details of the background of Milligan’s Bakery Ltd.  Mr Stephen Milligan was the third generation of the family and had been tasked with taking the business forward, hence the move towards a café bar operation.  No objections had been received.  Five other premises had the benefit of extended hours and the variation applied for was to enable his clients to operate on a level playing field.

Mr Paul Reynolds would have responsibility for the day to day operation of the premises and was well known to the City Council’s Licensing Officers.

Mr Arnott indicated that the application, if granted, would be of benefit to the Town.  He had not been aware of the planning condition but suggested that, if the Panel granted the application as applied for, application would be made to vary that condition.

The Legal Services Manager stressed that if permission was to be granted it should be subject to satisfactory amendment of the planning condition, rather than simply an undertaking that an application would be made for such amendment.

Mr Arnott confirmed his agreement, so long as it was clear that the required amendment related to Sundays only.

RESOLVED – (1) That the application for a variation to the hours of operation of the Provisional Public Entertainment Licence in respect of Robertson’s, 47-49 Lowther Street, Carlisle be granted as set out below, subject to:

(a)
The Council’s Licensing Manager being satisfied that the requirements of Cumbria Fire Service were fully met and inspected and confirmed to that effect;

(b)
A variation to Condition 3 attached to planning consent 01/0928 being secured in respect of trading on Sundays; and

(c)
There being no objections lodged by the closing date of 4 April 2003.

(2)  That the operating hours be as follows:

Monday to Saturday (inclusive) 11 am until 1 am the following day; and

Sundays 12 noon until 12.30 am the following day and 1 am on a Sunday that immediately preceded a Bank Holiday (except Easter Sunday).

LRP.27/03
*HACKNEY CARRIAGE FARES REVIEW

Mr Wayne Casey (Carlisle Taxi Association) and Ms Maureen McCartney (Senior Accountancy Assistant, Carlisle City Council) were present at the meeting.

Pursuant to Minute LRP.20/03, the Licensing Manager presented revised report EP.19/03 concerning an amended application from the Carlisle Taxi Association for an increase in the Hackney Carriage scale of charges.

The current scale of charges had been approved by the former Licensing Panel on 10 October 2001 and added 2.0% to the basic 3 miles journey effective from 29 October 2001.  The detail of the increase was that 10p was added to the Standing Charge and the minimum distance increased from 4/5th  of a mile to one mile.

The Licensing Manager outlined the areas of potential increases.  During discussions representatives of the Carlisle Taxi Owners’ Association had referred to increases in maintenance and insurance costs.  Whilst the cost of diesel had fallen in the eighteen months to December 2002, there were strong indicators that world oil prices were set to escalate.

As measured by the RPI, inflation for the maintenance of motor vehicles’ costs from June 2001 to December 2002 had risen overall by 6.6%.  In that same period inflation for fares and other travel costs increased by 4.1%, motor insurance had increased by 3.5% with a reduction in the rate of inflation for petrol and oil costs by 5.5%.

The Carlisle Taxi Owners’ Association had indicated that, rather than asking for an across the board fare increase, it would wish to take the opportunity to amend the structure of the fare tariff in Carlisle and bring it broadly into line with the other Districts of Cumbria.  That could be accomplished by increasing the basic charge to 2.10p and amending the flag drop distance from one mile to 7/8th  of a mile.  The running mileage charge would decrease from 30p to 20p, however, it was also proposed to amend the running charge to each 1/8th mile (220 yards), rather than the current charge by each 1/5th mile (352 yards).

Comparative information with other Cumbrian Districts was provided which showed that if the proposals were accepted the charge for journeys of 1 mile would increase by 30p, making Carlisle joint second.  A journey for 3 miles would be increased by 50p (10%) to £5.50, making Carlisle joint third.  Copeland and Eden District Councils had last considered their charges eighteen months ago and therefore an increase in those charges could be expected shortly.

The current charge for waiting time had not been increased since 1 August 1999 and was currently the lowest of all the Cumbrian Districts.  It was therefore further proposed to bring Carlisle'’s charges for waiting time into line with other Districts, i.e. 20p for each period of 1 minute or uncompleted part thereof.

The Association had not asked for any changes to the other charges (Unsociable Hours and Soiling Charges).

Mr Casey commented that, during 2001/02, the insurance costs for his own firm had increased significantly even without any accidents having occurred or claims pending.  In addition, the national minimum wage was due to increase.

In conclusion, the Licensing Manager stated that any increase in fare tariffs would require to be advertised and outlined the arrangements set out at paragraph 4.2 of the report.

The Legal Services Manager drew attention to the requirements of Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 which must be adhered to before any increase could be implemented.

During discussion a Member commented that the fares in Carlisle compared favourably with those in force throughout the rest of Cumbria.

RESOLVED – (1) That it be agreed to increase the Hackney Carriage fares in line with the proposals detailed at Appendix B to revised report EP.19/03.

(2) That the Head of Legal and Democratic Services be requested to advertise the City Council’s intention to increase the tariffs and, subject to no objections being received, he be authorised to implement the revised tariffs upon the expiry of the relevant period as required by Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

[The meeting ended at 3.25 pm]

