COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY, 15 JANUARY 2002 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:

The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Parsons) Councillors Aldersey, Atkinson, Bain, Mrs Blackadder, Bloxham, Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Mrs Cartner, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Ellis, Farmer, Firth, Fisher (L), Mrs Fisher, Ms Furneaux, Mrs Geddes, Glover, Graham, Guest, Hodgson (G), Hodgson (B), Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J), Ms Martlew, McDevitt, McMillan, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Pattinson, Prest (G), Mrs Prest, Robinson, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Mrs Styth, Toole, Watson (A), Ms Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson.

C.1/02
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors King, Mrs Rutherford and Rutherford (K).

C.2/02
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 30 October 2001 had been previously circulated.

Pursuant to Minute C.197/01 - Leader's Scheme of Delegation, Councillor Prest (G) reported that, having nominated one member of the Labour Group and one member of the Liberal Democrat and Independent Group to attend future meetings of the Carlisle Transport Steering Group, it would be necessary to amend the City Council representation as agreed under the Portfolio Holder's Decision Notice PF2/01.  He informed Members that the City Council representation on the Carlisle Transport Steering Group would be Councillors Mitchelson, Prest (G), Fisher (L), Mrs Rutherford and Guest with Councillors McDevitt and Hodgson (G) as the nominated Substitutes for the Labour Group and Liberal Democrat and Independent Group.

Councillor Guest indicated that he had, at the last meeting of the City Council, raised a question with regard to the cost of furniture in the Executive Room but had not yet received a reply.

Councillor Mrs Geddes, Portfolio Holder for Corporate Resources, indicated that she would provide a reply.

RESOLVED - (1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 30 October 2001 be signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.

(2) That the City Council representation on the Carlisle Transport Steering Group, as identified above, be agreed and noted.

(3) That Councillor Mrs Geddes submit a reply to Councillor Guest with regard to his question on the cost of furniture in the Executive Room.

C.3/02
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Miss C Watson declared a non-pecuniary interest in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct in Agenda Item 7(c) - Petition Animal Health Bill.  

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a non-pecuniary interest in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct in Minute IOS.22/01 - Relationship between the City Council, County Council and CAPITA dbs.  

Councillor Dodd declared a pecuniary interest in accordance with Section 94 of the Local Government Act 1972 in Minute DC.20/01(m) - Erection of Timber Doors to Existing Archway at Croft House, Carleton, Carlisle, and Planning Application 01/0629 regarding the same item.

The Mayor declared a pecuniary interest in accordance with Section 94 of the Local Government Act 1972 in Minute EX.095 - North Lakeland Hospice at Home, and in Planning Application 01/0787 - Home Eden Abbey, Warwick Bridge, Carlisle.

Councillor Graham declared a non-pecuniary interest in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct in Minute LRP.25/01 - Registered Door Supervisor.

Councillor J Mallinson declared a non-pecuniary interest in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct in all items relating to Kingmoor Park Properties.

Councillor Ms Martlew declared a non-pecuniary interest in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct in respect of Application 01/0840 - Insertion of Windows into Existing Openings, 3 Barrel House, Caldew Maltings, Carlisle, and 01/1004 - Creation of Children's Kick-About 3 metre high Perimeter Fence, Petteril Bank School, Burnett Road, Old Harraby, Carlisle.

C.4/02
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a)  The Mayor
The Mayor indicated that there were no announcements which she wished to bring to the notice of the Council.

(b)  Leader of the Council
The Leader of the Council congratulated Mr Ken West, the former Head of the Council's Bereavement Services Unit on his recent award of an MBE.  

The Leader also congratulated Mrs Jenny Wilkinson, the Chairman of the Carlisle Parish Council's Association, for her recent award in the New Year's Honours List for her work in providing support services throughout the recent Foot and Mouth crisis.

Pursuant to Minute C.180/01(b), the Leader informed Members that a Special Meeting of the Council was to be arranged to receive a number of Presentations and he anticipated that a Special Meeting of the City Council would be arranged for Tuesday, 26 February 2002.

(c)  Members of the Executive
There were no further announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d)  Town Clerk and Chief Executive
There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.5/02
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC


 AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

(a) Questions
The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted by members of the public.

(b) Rydal Street Petition
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a petition containing more than 30 signatures submitted by residents of Rydal Street calling on the City Council to resolve the problems caused to residents adjacent to the Rydal Street Playground.  

PC Maguire addressed the City Council on the subject of the petition and called upon the City Council to consider ways of removing the playground from Rydal Street to improve the quality of life of the surrounding residents particularly the elderly residents who wished to live in peace and quiet.  

Councillors Fisher (L), Ms Furneaux and Mallinson (J), as Ward Members for St Aidan's, spoke on the subject of the petition.  Ward Members expressed their sympathy with the petitioners but felt that the playground should not be closed until such time as the site could be used for some other purpose.  They also added that should the site be sold, then it should be for a housing development and not for a commercial/retail outlet.  Ward Members noted the proposal to improve the Fusehill Street play area and added that there was a need to improve the facilities in the Fusehill Street gardens.  Members commented on a petition from the children of Brook Street School requesting the retention of the play area but added that the play area had been used as a meeting place for groups of young people and did make life uncomfortable for elderly residents. The area had been a source of a considerable number of complaints over recent years with very few young people using the play area as a play area.  They added that, if the site could not be marketed for housing development, then it should not just be left either abandoned or as a play area, as the elderly people in the area were suffering.  

Councillor Mrs Pattinson, the Portfolio Holder for Community Activities, presented Report LD.1/02.  She informed Members that a questionnaire on the future of the play area had been sent to residents in the play area catchment area and she reported the outcome of that questionnaire.  She set out for Members the options available to the City Council in closing down the play area and developing the land or removing the equipment and leaving the empty space although it was felt that this would not resolve the problems experienced by residents, and added that the closure of the play area would mean the loss of play facilities for children in the Botcherby East area.

RESOLVED - (1) That the petition be received.

(2) That, subject to a favourable response from the Public Consultation, a developer be sought to provide residential development on the site of Rydal Street Play Area.

(3) The site be closed down when a developer has bought the site.

(4) Some or all of the proceeds from the sale are used to provide additional play facilities on the Fusehill Street Site, subject to local planning conditions relating to the siting of play facilities.

(c)
Animal Health Bill Petition - Procedure

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a petition calling on the City Council to oppose the Animal Health Bill.  He informed Members that whilst the petition contained more than 30 signatures there were only 27 signatures which were registered electors of the district.

Councillor Mitchelson moved under Standing Order 24.1 a suspension of the Council's Rules of Procedure 10.11(b) to enable the Council to hear a petition which was signed by only 27 registered electors of the district.  

Councillor Firth seconded the suspension.  Councillor Furneaux, noted that the petition related to legislation which was enforced by the Trading Standards Officers of the County Council and highlighted decisions which had been taken by the Leader to refer petitions relating to highway matters direct to the County Council as the City Council did not have direct responsibility for highway matters.  Councillor Mrs Bradley expressed concern that the Council were to consider a petition which did not have the number of signatures of registered electors as required by the Council's Procedure Rules.

Councillor Mitchelson informed Members that the petitions relating to highway matters had been referred direct to the County Council to avoid a significant time delay in considering the issues contained in the Petitions.

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 24.1, the Council Procedure Rule 10.11(b) be suspended to enable the City Council to consider a petition which had been received and which included the signatures of 27 registered electors of the District.

(d)
Animal Health Bill Petition
Mrs Linaker addressed the City Council on the subject of the petition.  She highlighted a number of sections in the Animal Health Bill relating to the slaughter of animals, the power of entry and enforcement powers, and highlighted the impact of the bill on the civil liberty of farmers.   She commented that the Government's approach to Foot and Mouth in Cumbria was at odds with the European Union and the rest of the world.  She called upon the Government to await the results of the various Inquiries which were being held into Foot and Mouth before enacting the provisions of the Animal Health Bill.

A number of Members spoke on the petition.  

Councillor Bloxham, Portfolio Holder for Health and Well-Being presented Report EN.2/02 which informed Members that the Animal Health Bill related to legislation which was enforced by Trading Standards Officers based with the Cumbria County Council.  He added that whilst the Bill was a matter to be administered by the County Council, the City Council had an interest because of the impact which Foot and Mouth Disease had had on the City Council's area.  He supported the suggestion that the Government should await the results of the inquiries into Foot and Mouth prior to introducing the Animal Health Bill and commented on the powers contained in the Bill relating to powers of entry, powers of arrest and powers to adjust levels of compensation.

RESOLVED - That as the proposals within the Animal Health Bill relate to animal health legislation which is enforced by the Trading Standards Officers based within the Cumbria County Council, the petition be forwarded to the Cumbria County Council as soon as possible with a note of the comments made by City Councillors.

C.6/02

BUSINESS FROM LAST COUNCIL MEETING

Pursuant to Minute C.194/01(b), consideration was given to the nomination of a Minor Authority Representative to serve on the Governing Body of the Belle Vue Infant School.  

It was moved by Councillor Mrs Bradley, seconded and 

AGREED that Mr Brian Wind, Garth House, Burgh-by-Sands, Carlisle, 

be nominated as the City Council's representative to serve on the Governing Body of the Belle Vue Infant School.

C.7/02

QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS

(a)
Councillor Boaden 

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11(2) Councillor Boaden asked the following question of the Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing:

"Pursuant to EX.53/01 - Leisuretime Best Value Fundamental Performance Review Part C of Decision.   

Could the Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing explain what is meant by a possible post-externalisation capital injection into the Leisuretime facilities?"

Councillor Bloxham responded to Councillor Boaden's question and to his supplementary question which was then put by Councillor Boaden to the effect that the Council would look for Partners willing to inject capital into Leisuretime facilities and the Executive were awaiting a further report from the City Treasurer regarding the Local Government White Paper.  He added that had the Labour Group taken up their allocated seats on the Leisuretime Consultation Group, they would have been able to play a full part in the consultation.  In view of the current market within the City, he did not believe that the externalisation of Leisuretime would result in large increase in prices for Leisuretime activities and added that the City Council had undertaken consultation on the matter.

(b)
Councillor Mrs Bradley 

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11(2), Councillor Mrs Bradley asked the following question to the Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing:-

"Would the Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing agree with the Labour Group on Carlisle City Council that the land which is made available for future development by demolition of Council-owned properties (at, for instance, Raffles) should be retained by the City for development by either a superstore or other potential partners?"

Councillor Bloxham responded to Councillor Mrs Bradley's question and to a supplementary question which was then put by Councillor Mrs Bradley to the effect that in respect of any redevelopment of land made available by demolition of Council-owned properties, the Council would need to follow a code of planning guidance and also the guide which had been produced for the development of Raffles.  He added that the land at Raffles did not form part of the transfer of Housing Stock and the future of the site at Raffles would be considered as part of a consultation with local residents and in partnership with outside organisations.  He added that there would be negotiations with any developer on the right solution for the area and those negotiations would be reported to the Council and the Executive.

(c)
Councillor Weber 

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11(2), Councillor Weber asked the following question of the Portfolio Holder for Infrastructure, Environment and Transport:-

"In view of the proposed changes to the Stagecoach Bus Timetable and Routes, which will have a significant impact on the urban area, would the Portfolio Holder for Infrastructure agree to arranging a cross-party delegation to meet with representatives of Stagecoach to discuss the proposed alterations?"

Councillor Prest responded to Councillor Weber's question and informed the Council that the Manager of Stagecoach had appeared at a recent Transport Steering Group Meeting and attended a meeting with Councillors Prest and Mitchelson.  He suggested that the outcome of those meetings be reported to the City Council during consideration of the motion relating to Stagecoach services to be dealt with later in the meeting.  

Councillor Weber agreed to that course of action.

C.8/02

EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11, Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on 5 and 26 November and 12 and 17 December 2001.  

Members questioned the Leader and the relevant Portfolio Holders on the Minutes.

RESOLVED - That, subject to the references from the Executive regarding the Council's Budget and Policy Framework being dealt with later in the meeting, the Minutes of the Executive held on 5 and 26 November and 12 and 17 December 2001 be received.

C.9/02

PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

A copy of reports from the following Portfolio Holders were circulated prior to the meeting.


Community Activities


Health and Well Being


Corporate Resources


Strategy and Performance


Finance and Resources


Promoting Carlisle


Economic Prosperity


Infrastructure, Environment and Transport

Members questioned individual Portfolder Holders on their Reports.

RESOLVED - (1) That further to the Report of the Portfolio Holder for Economic Prosperity, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive write to the City Centre Marketing Group thanking them for the display which had been provided in the City Centre at Christmas time which had contributed spectacularly to the City Centre experience in the run-up to Christmas.

(2) That the Portfolio Holder for Infrastructure, Environment and Transport look into the comments raised by Members with regard to the quality of reinstatement works carried out by Omne Communications.

C.10/02
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

Councillor Jefferson moved and Councillor Mrs Prest seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 25 October, 22 November and 20 December 2001.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson drew attention to Minute OSM.21/01 and the reference to drainage which had been amended under Minute IOS.18/01(a).

Councillor Ellis moved and Councillor Mrs Fisher seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 24 October and 29 November 2001.

Councillor Guest moved and Councillor Mrs Prest seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 25 October and 6 December 2001.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and Councillor Mrs Bowman seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 1 November and 13 December 2001.

RESOLVED - That, subject to the amendment of Minute OSM.21/01 as identified above, the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 25 October, 22 November and 20 December 2001, the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 24 October and 29 November 2001, the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 25 October and 6 December 2001, and the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 1 November and 13 December 2001 be agreed.

C.11/02
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE



CHAIRMEN'S REPORTS

The Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee, Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community, Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources and Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure presented Reports to Council.

RESOLVED - (1) That the Reports be received.

(2) That Councillor Jefferson send a written reply to Councillor Mrs Bradley to clarify the situation with regard to the powers of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee in scoping individual Best Value Reviews.

C.12/02
LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 7 November and 5 December 2001 be agreed.  

Pursuant to Minute LRP.12/01, the Chairman reported that there had been four additional applications for extension of hours.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 7 November and 5 December 2001 be received.


C.13/02
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Development Control Committee held on 31 October, 2 November, 12 and 14 December 2001 be received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 31 October, 2 November, 12 and 14 December 2001 be received.

C.14/02

APPEALS PANEL

Councillor Dodd moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 20 December 2001 be received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 20 December 2001 be received.

C.15/02

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Dodd seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 19 December 2001 subject to the date of the Council Meeting referred to in Minute ST.12/01 being amended to read 5 March and not 4 March 2002 as printed.

RESOLVED – That subject to the date of the Council Meeting referred to in Minute ST.12/01 being amended to read 5 March and not 4 March 2002 as printed, the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 19 December 2001 be received.

C.16/02

NOTICE OF MOTION

(a) 
Bus Services

Consideration was given to the following Notice of Motion of which due notice had been given by Councillor Guest in accordance with Procedure Rule 12 :

"This Council believes that the proposed service alterations and changes to timetables by Stagecoach (Cumberland) are counter-productive, and contrary to Local Agenda 21 policies.

This Council opposes the proposed service alterations and changes to timetables by Stagecoach (Cumberland) in view of the above, and its duty to the public".

The motion was seconded by Councillor Farmer.

Councillor Prest, Portfolio Holder for Infrastructure, Environment and Transport informed the Council of the outcome of the recent meeting of the Transport Group, which had been attended by representatives from Stagecoach and also the outcome of the recent meeting between Stagecoach Representatives, the Leader of the Council and himself.

In accordance with the provisions of Council Procedure Rule 17.4 and with the support of 12 other Members rising in their places, Councillor Guest requested a recorded vote on the above motion.  The Council having agreed thereto the voting was recorded as follows :

For Councillor Guest's motion :

Councillors Aldersey, Atkinson, Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bradley, Farmer, Ms Furneaux, Glover, Guest, Hodgson G, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, McMillan, Mrs Southward, Mrs Styth, Ms Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson.

Against Councillor Guest's motion :

The Mayor, Councillor Bain, Mrs Blackadder, Bloxham, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Cartner, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Ellis, Firth, Fisher (L), Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Hodgson (B), Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J), Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Pattinson, Prest (G), Mrs Prest, Robinson, Stevenson, Toole and Watson (A).

Councillor Graham abstained.

The motion of Councillor Guest was not agreed.

(b) 
Crime
Consideration was given to the following Notice of Motion of which due notice had been given by Councillor Mrs Blackadder in accordance with Procedure Rule 12 :

"Whilst this Council supports the role our under-resourced and over-stretched Police Force have in the war against crime within our County.

All too often the victims of crime and the distress that crime causes seems to be ignored, whilst a certain degree of leniency seems to be afforded to the criminals.  

This Council now calls upon the Government to honour one of its first election pledges and be tough on crime and tough on the causes of crime, whilst giving the Police Force adequate resources to implement an effective Victim Support Strategy".  

In accordance with Procedure Rule 14.7 Councillors Mrs Blackadder sought the Council's approval to alter the above motion by the addition of the word "and" in the final sentence, so that the final sentence reads as follows :

"This Council now calls upon the Government to honour one of its first election pledges and be tough on crime and tough on the causes of crime, whilst giving the Police Force adequate resources and to implement an effective Victim Support Strategy".

The motion as amended was seconded by Councillor Mrs Bowman.

Councillor Mrs Bradley moved in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 14.11(a)(ii) that the question be put, and it was 

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Mrs Blackadder as amended be agreed.

(c) 
Anti Social Drinking

Consideration was given to the following Notice of Motion of which due notice had been given by Councillor Farmer, in accordance with Procedure Rule 12.

"The Council requests Officers and the Carlisle District Community Safety Strategic Group to :

Investigate the possibility of using the powers available under the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 to deal with anti-social drinking in designated areas where nuisance has been caused to the public.

Report back to the Council on whether these powers could assist in reducing public nuisance and disorder".

The motion was seconded by Councillor Guest.

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Farmer be agreed.

C.17/02
PROPOSALS FROM EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE 



COUNCIL'S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(a) 
Leisuretime Best Value Fundamental Performance Review 


Improvement Plan
Pursuant to Minute EX.53/01 consideration was given to the Leisuretime Improvement Plan which had been referred to the full Council by the Executive.

Councillor Bloxham, Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing moved the receipt of the Improvement Plan and expressed his congratulations for Officers for the work which had been carried out in drawing up and producing the updated plan.  He added that the Best Value Inspector's Report had been amended to show that the service was able to improve.

RESOLVED – That the Report be received and agreed.

(b) 
Calculation of Council Tax Base 2002/03
Pursuant to Minute EX.110/01 consideration was given to a copy of the City Treasurer's Financial Memo 2001/02 No.125 regarding the Calculation of the Council Tax Base for 2002/03 as recommended to the City Council by the Executive.

Councillor Stevenson moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the receipt and adoption of the Report.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Report of the City Treasurer for the Calculation of the Council's Tax Base for the whole and parts of the area for the year 2002/03 be approved.

(2) That pursuant to the City Treasurer's Report and in accordance with the Local Authority's (Calculation of Tax Base) Regulations 1992, the amounts calculated by Carlisle City Council as its tax base for the whole area for 2002/03 shall be 31,795.10 and for the parts of the area listed below for the year 2002/03 shall be for the :-


Parish of


Arthuret                           
697.56

Askerton
49.46

Beaumont
167.78




 Askerton                            48.11


Beaumont
154.50

Bewcastle
129.99
           

Brampton
1,485.08

Burgh-by-Sands
437.46

Burtholme
80.79

Carlatton
13.37

Castle Carrock
113.08

Cummersdale
152.85

Cumrew
28.19

Cumwhitton
121.67

Dalston                          
1,025.00

Denton Nether      
105.99

Denton Upper
37.38

Farlam
205.63

Geltsdale
0.81

Hayton
791.85

Hethersgill
128.52

Irthington
285.24

Kingmoor
131.87

Kingwater
57.92

Kirkandrews
            156.42

Kirklinton
125.12

Midgeholme
21.24

Nicholforest
  136.28

Orton
143.55

Rockcliffe
264.28

Scaleby
         125.39


Solport
56.04

St. Cuthbert Without
767.61

Stanwix Rural
 1,187.30

Stapleton
   71.02

Walton
106.26

Waterhead
53.24

Westlinton
116.45

Wetheral
2,047.00

and for the Urban Area
 20,170.41

31,795.10

(c) 
Irishgate Bridge Lifts
Pursuant to Minute EX.117/01 consideration was given to Report TC.244/01 regarding the Irishgate Bridge Lifts.  

Councillor Prest (G), Portfolio Holder for Infrastructure, Environment and Transport moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded a request from the Executive that the City Council provide a supplementary estimate of £35,150 to fund the improvement works to the Irishgate Bridge lifts and steps.  

Councillor Prest (G) added that the Council had now received written confirmation from English Heritage that they had approved the design, and subject to no objections being received, the Planning Application would be considered in February 2002.

RESOLVED – That the City Council approve the supplementary estimate of £35,150 to fund the improvement works to the Irishgate Bridge lifts and steps, as detailed in Report TC.244/01.

C.18/02
MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS

Pursuant to Minute ST.12/01 Councillor Mallinson (J) moved the recommendations from the Standards Committee with regards to the procedures for the adoption by the Council of the Model Code of Conduct for Members.

Councillor Mallinson (J) also reminded Members of the Training Modules which had been arranged by the City Solicitor and Secretary to appraise Members of the requirements of the Model Code.

RESOLVED – (1) That the City Council should adopt the Model Code without any amendments, but that a resolution in respect of formal adoption be deferred until the Council Meeting on 5 March 2002 to give time for adequate training for all City Councillors, and

(2)
That the City Council confirm approval of the revised Planning Guidance and E-Mail Protocol as supplementary guidance in observing the Code of Conduct, but again formal confirmation of these guidance documents be deferred until the Council formally adopts the Model Code on 5 March next.

C.19/02
SUSPENSION OF COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES

In accordance with Procedure Rule 24.1 Councillor Toole moved and it was seconded, and 

AGREED that Council Procedure Rule 9 be suspended to enable the remaining business of the Council to be dealt with at the meeting.

C.20/02
DECISIONS TAKEN AS A MATTER OF URGENCY

Pursuant to Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 15(i) the City Solicitor and Secretary reported on Decision PF.6/01 and EX.71/01 which were taken as urgent decisions and dealt with as matters of urgency without the need for call-in.

Councillor Mitchelson moved that Report TC.9/02 be noted and agreed.

RESOLVED – That Report TC.9/02 setting out the decisions taken as a matter of urgency since the last meeting of the Council and the details thereof be noted and agreed.

C.21/02
AMENDMENTS TO THE OFFICER EMPLOYMENT PROCEDURE RULES AND BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK PROCEDURE RULES IN THE



CONSTITUTION

A Copy of the City Solicitor and Secretary’s report TC.237/01 regarding revisions to the Officer Employment Procedure Rules and the Budget and Policy Framework Rules which form part of the Council's Constitution in order that they should reflect the new mandatory provisions as set out in the Local Authorities (Standing Orders) England Regulations 2001 was circulated.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and it was seconded and AGREED that the City Council amend the Constitution by:

(a)
incorporating the revised Officer Employment Procedure Rules and Budget and Policy Framework Rules annexed to Report TC.237/01in substitution for those currently set out as part of the Council’s Constitution, and

(b) 
substituting the revised page attached to Report TC.237/01 relating to the delegation of the appointment and management of Officers in the relevant part of the Constitution.

C.22/02

REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that the term of office of Ms Preston to serve as a Trustee on the Mary Hannah Almshouses would expire in February 2002.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded the re-appointment of Ms Preston for a further 4 year term.  Councillor Mrs Bradley moved and it was seconded that Mr T E Johnston MBE be nominated as a Trustee on the Mary Hannah Almshouses.  

After voting thereon it was RESOLVED - that Ms Preston be re-appointed to serve as a Trustee on the Mary Hannah Almshouses for a further 4 year term expiring in February 2006.

C.23/02

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor reported the receipt of a letter from Eric Martlew MP which complimented the City Council on the Annual Fire Show.  Mr Martlew requested that the Fire Show should be staged on 5 November each year instead of being staged on the nearest Saturday.  The Mayor reported that she had sent the letter to the Director of Leisure who would discuss the matter with the relevant Portfolio Holder.  The matter would then be dealt with by the Executive and reported back to Council.

(The meeting ended at 9.46 pm)
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