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Introduction

This summary brings together the auditing work of a partnership into one document. The data and information held within is from a variety of sources, were possible corroborating evidence has been sought.  In the absence of local evidence we have selected information from respected regional and national research. The audit applies a mixture of methodologies and language drawn from current best practice.

Audit Findings

1. Alcohol Related Violent Crime

Alcohol related violent crime covers a range of violent crime categories in Carlisle. Forty (40%) of alcohol related incidents take place in Carlisle city centre.

The most prevalent crime title were the offender is considered “under the influence” is “Assault with occasion to actual bodily harm” followed by “common assault”. Both these titles are less serious offences against the person and contribute to the overall count of violent crime.

Alcohol features in Sexual Offences, especially in the rape and assault of females and robbery.

The individual harm alcohol does to health is notable. Carlisle is considered one of the most affected authorities for “Death rate directly attributed to alcohol for females (2002)”.
2. Domestic Violence

Domestic abuse covers a wide variety of activities. The Home Office, together with the inter-ministerial group, have recently agreed the following definition of domestic violence.

"Any incident of threatening behaviour, violence or abuse (psychological, physical, sexual, financial or emotional) between adults who are or have been intimate partners or family members, regardless of gender or sexuality."

As part of a county wide approach to domestic abuse it is proposed that the core definition is also supplemented by the following to provide context:


"Domestic violence can go beyond actual physical violence. It can also involve emotional abuse, the destruction of a spouse's or partner's property, their isolation from friends, family or other potential sources of support, control over access to money, personal items, food, transportation and the telephone and stalking. Violence will often be witnessed by children and there is an overlap between the abuse of women and abuse (physical and sexual) of children. The wide adverse effects of living with domestic violence for children must be recognised as a child protection issue. They link to poor educational achievement, social exclusion and to juvenile crime, substance misuse, mental health problems and homelessness, from running away. It is acknowledged that domestic violence and abuse can also manifest itself through the actions of immediate and extended family members through the perpetration of illegal activities such as forced marriages, so called 'honour' crimes and female genital mutilation. Extended family members may condone or even share in the pattern of abuse."


Domestic violence is chronically under-reported, but national research shows that:

· One in four women will be a victim of domestic violence in their lifetime

· On average, two women a week are killed by a current or former male partner

· Domestic violence accounts for nearly a quarter of all violent crime 

· Domestic violence probably costs the country well in excess of £5 billion a year.
3. Acquisitive crime and Addictive behaviour

The local crime economy is includes both drug-driven and drug-derived crimes. We are still not able to accurately identify the magnitude of drug-driven crime. Regional research would suggest that between 55 and 70% of all crime is drug-driven.

A drive behind acquisitive crime is to obtain cash or goods to trade for drugs. Examples of acquisitive crime categories and their proportion in Carlisle are presented below. 

Theft accounts for 24% of all the notifiable offences in Carlisle

Theft from a motor vehicle accounts for 11% of all the notifiable offences in Carlisle

Burglary other than a dwelling accounts for 8% of all the notifiable offences in Carlisle.

Burglary Dwelling accounts for 5% of all the notifiable offences in Carlisle

Theft of a motor vehicle accounts for 3% of all the notifiable offences in Carlisle

Robbery offences account for less than 1% of all total notifiable offences

4. Criminal Damage and Arson

4.1. Criminal Damage

The majority of notifiable offences (28%) fall within the home office category Criminal Damage. 

The majority of criminal damage is directed towards vehicles (37%), then dwellings (28%) and then buildings other than dwellings (18%). 

4.2. Arson

Arson only has a small percentage (3.8%) but this hides the fact that a criminal episode my include arson; as in the theft of a motor vehicle, its abandonment and destruction; but the notifiable offence will be the higher order offence of theft.

The greatest category of deliberate property fires is vehicle (22%). 

The greatest category of small fires is refuse (46%).
5. Prolific Offending Behaviour

Prolific behaviour is the ability to create a great number of something. We can identify prolific behaviour throughout this audit. The behaviour of most interest to us is offending behaviour.

5.1. Prolific Victims

Repeat victimisation is the recurrence of crime in the same places and/or against the same people. The Home Office definition is: 

‘... when the same person or place suffers from more than one incident over a specified period of time’
. 

Organisations are also subjected to crime and can be subjected to repeat victimisation.
5.2. Prolific Offenders

45% of the detected burglary dwelling crimes have been committed by 21% of the offenders. 

46% of the detected criminal damage has been committed by 21% of the offenders.

39% of the detected theft from motor vehicles has been committed by 14% of the offenders.

50% of the detected ‘offences against the person’ has been committed by 25% of the offenders.
5.3. Prolific Locations

Locations that are not dwellings or organisations can also be subjected to repeat victimisation. These locations are often poorly observed and lack any capable guardians.

5.4. Prolific Items

Prolific items are the products or services that are sought by criminals. They are gained through acquisitive crime and reflect the emerging trends in consumables in the wider society.

5.5. Prolific Times

There are times of the day and days of the week when the probability of a crime increases. The table below presents the most prolific days and times of the week for each main crime category.

Crime category
Day and time

Violent Crime – Offences Against the Person
Sunday 2:00 am

Burglary- Burglary Dwelling
Thursday 11:00 pm

Burglary- Burglary Other Than Dwelling
Friday 5:00 pm

Theft & Handing Stolen Goods- Theft from Motor Vehicle
Friday 10:00 pm

Theft & Handing Stolen Goods- Theft of Motor Vehicle
Friday 10:00 pm

Theft & Handing Stolen Goods- Theft 
Saturday 2:00 pm

Criminal Damage
Friday 5:00 pm

6. Anti Social Behaviour

A separate audit and strategy for Anti-social Behaviour identified the following priorities:

6.1. Rowdy/ nuisance behaviour associated with the evening and night-time economy

6.2. People using or dealing drugs

6.3. Teenage drug and alcohol incidents 

6.4. Lack of witness support

6.5. Lack of victim support

6.6. Lack of awareness around anti-social behaviour 

6.7. Inadequate data capture, recording and reporting

6.8. Interventions beyond Gradual Intervention Programme (GRIP)

6.9. Graffiti removal mainstreaming within each district

6.10. Abandoned vehicles

6.11. Teenagers hanging around the streets

6.12. Vandalism, graffiti and other deliberate damage to property or vehicles

6.13. Dog fouling

7. Fear of crime and feelings of safety

There is a clear link between the fear of crime and anti social behaviour and the feeling of personal safety. Respondents in a recent Carlisle wide community safety survey the favoured definition was:

“Enabling people to enjoy their lives without the fear or hindrance from the criminal or anti social behaviour of others (88%)”

Carlisle is ranked second in terms of perceived worsening of crime Levels. This is a clear anomaly between the changes in recorded crime and the perception of the changes in crime. We had the greatest decrease in crime between 2002 and 2003. However the majority of respondents have the perception that crime is worsening.

The greatest worry for respondents is having their home broken into. The majority of respondents experienced criminal damage to their home or property.
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