CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 7 MARCH 2006 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Fisher), Councillors Aldersey, Allison, Atkinson, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), 


Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Firth, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Hendry, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, 


Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Warwick, 


Ms Watson, Watson (R), Weber, Weedall and Wilson

C.41/06
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Hodgson and Stothard.

C.42/06
MINUTES

The Council were asked to receive the minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 17 January 2006 and 6 February 2006.  

Pursuant to Minute C.29/06 (g) City Council Budget 2005/06 consideration of amendments, Councillor Farmer indicated that in moving his amendment regarding Small Scale Community Projects, he had presented a petition to the City Council which had not been recorded.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 6 February 2006, as amended by the wording set out below, were received and signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meetings of the City Council held on 17 January and 6 February 2006.

C.29/06 (g) CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS

(i)
Small Scale Community Projects – Councillor Farmer then moved his amendment to Small Scale Community Projects and supported his amendment by lodging a petition requesting the City Council to install Parking Bays in the grass verges of the Morton Park Estate.

C.43/06
PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was moved that the item of business relating to consideration of the report regarding the outcome of a recent investigation by the Ombudsman should be moved from Part B to Part A of the agenda as the interested parties had indicated that they had no objections to the matter being dealt with whilst the Public and Press were present.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the item of business relating to consideration of the outcome of the investigation by the Ombudsman be dealt with whilst the Public and Press are present.

It was also agreed that this item should be taken early in the meeting so as to avoid the need for the complainants to sit through the whole meeting.

C.44/06
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Bloxham declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any references in the minutes to Methodism.  He indicated that his interest was as a Methodist.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in relation to any references within the minutes to Carlisle Housing Association and to the motion relating to grass verges.  She indicated that her interest was in respect of her Membership of the Board of Carlisle Housing Association.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson also declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute IOS.9/06 Street Works, she indicated that her interest was as a resident on an estate which had unadopted roads, she also declared a personal interest in IOS.10/06.  She indicated that her interest was as a Member of the County Council.

Councillor Morton declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.14/06 Grants for Leisure - Belah Community Centre.  He indicated that his interest was as a Member of the Belah Community Centre Management Committee, Councillor Morton also declared a personal interest in any reference to Concessionary Fares.

Councillors Mrs Styth, Mrs Bradley, McDevitt, Scarborough, Martlew, 

C Rutherford, K Rutherford, Jefferson, Mrs Parsons, Farmer (P), Collier, Aldersey, Mrs Glendinning, Allison, Luckley, Joscelyne, Martlew, Earp, Morton, Toole, Bloxham and Dodd all declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the question submitted by Councillor Atkinson with regard to the Lonsdale Cinema.  They stated that their interests related to their Membership of the City Council’s Development Control Committee or the support for the campaign on the recent march and they left the meeting during consideration of that item.

Councillor Quilter declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the question from the member of the public regarding the Riverside Group and the Motion in relation to grass verges.  She indicated that her interest was in respect of her employment.

Councillor Jefferson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any reference in the minutes to Methodists.  He indicated that his interest was as a Primitive Methodist.

Councillor Mrs Parsons declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any references in the minutes to the Carlisle Housing Association.  She indicated that her interest was as a Member of the Carlisle Housing Association Board.

Councillor Ms Patrick declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in minutes DC.11/06 and DC.15/06 Planning Appeal Residential Development Lindisfarne Street London Road Carlisle.  She indicated that her interest was in respect of a member of her family’s involvement in that item.

Councillor Collier declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any references in the minutes to Cumbria County Council.  He indicated that his interest was as a Member of the County Council.

Councillor Dodd and Councillor Hendry declared an interest in the Notice of Motion relating to grass verges.  They stated that their interest was as a Member of the Carlisle Housing Association Board.

Councillor Toole and The Mayor (Councillor Fisher) declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.14/06 Grants for Leisure – Belah Community Centre.  They indicated that their interest was as Members of the Belah Community Centre Management Committee.  The Mayor (Councillor Fisher) also declared an interest in any reference to Concessionary Fares Scheme.  She indicated that her interest related to the fact that she was eligible for Concessionary Fares.

C.45/06
COUNCIL TAX 2006/07

The Council gave consideration to a report of the Head of Revenues and Benefits Services (RB.15/06) which had been circulated.  The Head of Revenues and Benefits reported that in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 the City Council had calculated its Tax Base, the City Council, Cumbria County Council and the Cumbria Police Authority had calculated their budget requirements for 2006/7 and the County Council had issued a precept upon the City Council in the sum of £34,214,883.00 and had set its basic Council Tax as £1,019.43.

The Cumbria Police Authority had issued a precept upon the City Council in the sum of £5,473,426.00 and set its basic Council Tax as £163.08.  

The Head of Revenues and Benefits further reported that the City Council was now required to calculate its basic amounts of Council Tax and the amount of Tax in respect of different Parishes and the urban area having regard to incidents of special items (Parish precepts) and as “Billing Authority” to set under Section 30 of the act, an overall amount of Council Tax by reference to the aggregate of its tax and that set by the Cumbria County Council and the Cumbria Police Authority.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded and it was 

RESOLVED - 

(1)
That it be noted that at its meeting on 7th March 2006 the City Council calculated the following amounts for the year 2006/07 in accordance with the regulations made under Section 33 (5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992:-








a)   33562.83 being the amount calculated by the City Council in accordance with Regulation 3 of the 

Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992, as its Council Tax Base for the year.













b) Part of the Council's area






Parish of:








ARTHURET
728.96





ASKERTON
53.30





BEAUMONT
180.89





BEWCASTLE
141.00





BRAMPTON
1553.47





BURGH BY SANDS
454.41





BURTHOLME
84.32





CARLATTON & CUMREW
43.93





CASTLE CARROCK
122.85





CUMMERSDALE
161.09





CUMWHITTON
134.03





DALSTON
1034.24





DENTON NETHER
108.44





DENTON UPPER
36.77





FARLAM
216.43





HAYTON
824.21





HETHERSGILL
132.46





IRTHINGTON
315.59





KINGMOOR
179.31





KINGWATER
56.80





KIRKANDREWS
161.00





KIRKLINTON
133.45





MIDGEHOLME
20.42





NICHOLFOREST
142.12





ORTON
161.02





ROCKCLIFFE
289.08





SCALEBY
125.49





SOLPORT
56.58





STANWIX RURAL
1237.12





STAPLETON
80.85





ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT
1291.52





WALTON
107.85





WATERHEAD
51.54





WESTLINTON
127.86





WETHERAL
2192.71





& for the urban

area of CARLISLE
20821.72



















being the amounts calculated by the City Council in accordance with Regulation 6 of the Regulations, as the amount of Council Tax Base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate.

2.
That it be noted that at its meeting held on 23 February 2006, the City Council determined its Budget Requirement for 2006/07 in accordance with the provisions of Sections 32 (a) to (e) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (as amended) as £15,992,899.

3.
That the following amounts be now calculated by the City Council for the year 2006/2007 in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (as amended):-

(a)
£9,917,064
being the aggregate of the sums which the City Council estimates will be payable for the year into its General Fund in respect of redistributed Non-Domestic Rates, Revenue Support Grant, increased by the amount of £145,589 being the sum which the City Council estimates will be transferred in the year from its Collection Fund to its General Fund in accordance with Section 97 (3) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 (Council Tax surplus).


(b)
£181.03
the amount at 2 above less the amount at 3 (a) above, all 


divided by the amount at 1 (a) above, calculated by the City Council in accordance with Section 33 (1) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year.

(c)
£335,555
being the aggregate amount of all special items referred to in 

Section 34 (1) of the Act.

(d)
£171.03
being the amount at 3 (b) above less the result given by 



       
dividing the amount at 3 (c) above by the amount at 

1 (a) above, calculated by the City Council, in accordance with Section 34 (2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no special item relates.

(e) Part of the Council’s area








Parish of:

















ARTHURET
222.77







BEAUMONT
188.53







BEWCASTLE
194.08







BRAMPTON
223.82







BURGH BY SANDS
196.89







BURTHOLME
190.01







CARLATTON & CUMBREW
182.41







CASTLE CARROCK
197.89







CUMMERSDALE
195.86







CUMWHITTON
189.98







DALSTON
200.04







DENTON NETHER
195.84







DENTON UPPER
198.91







FARLAM
179.35







HAYTON
185.40







HETHERSGILL
208.78







IRTHINGTON
187.51







KINGMOOR
188.43







KINGWATER
186.88







KIRKANDREWS
198.98







KIRKLINTON
184.89







MIDGEHOLME
188.17







NICHOLFOREST
199.18







ORTON
185.93







ROCKCLIFFE
180.37







SCALEBY
199.72







SOLPORT
188.70







STANWIX RURAL
198.96







STAPLETON
193.29







ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT
183.81







WALTON
207.19







WATERHEAD
182.67







WESTLINTON
181.98







WETHERAL

All other parts of the 

City Council’s area
191.55

171.03
















being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 3 (d) above, the amounts of the special








item relating  to dwellings in those parts of the City Council’s area mentioned above divided in each








case by the amount at 1(b) above calculated by the City Council, in accordance with

Section 34 (3) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the dwellings in those parts

of its area to which a special item relates.








VALUATION BANDS



















PART OF THE 
VALUATION BANDS








COUNCIL'S AREA
BAND A
BAND B
BAND C
BAND D
BAND E
BAND F
BAND G
BAND H











Parish of:
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £

ARTHURET
148.51
173.26
198.02
222.77
272.28
321.78
371.28
445.54

BEAUMONT
125.69
146.63
167.59
188.53
230.43
272.32
314.22
377.06

BEWCASTLE
129.39
150.95
172.52
194.08
237.21
280.33
323.47
388.16

BRAMPTON
149.21
174.08
198.95
223.82
273.56
323.29
373.03
447.64

BURGH BY SANDS
131.26
153.13
175.02
196.89
240.65
284.39
328.15
393.78

BURTHOLME
126.67
147.78
168.90
190.01
232.24
274.46
316.68
380.02

CARLATTON & CUMREW
121.61
141.87
162.15
182.41
222.95
263.48
304.02
364.82

CASTLE CARROCK
131.93
153.91
175.91
197.89
241.87
285.84
329.82
395.78

CUMMERSDALE
130.57
152.33
174.10
195.86
239.39
282.91
326.43
391.72

CUMWHITTON
126.65
147.76
168.87
189.98
232.20
274.41
316.63
379.96

DALSTON
133.36
155.58
177.82
200.04
244.50
288.94
333.40
400.08

DENTON NETHER
130.56
152.32
174.08
195.84
239.36
282.88
326.40
391.68

DENTON UPPER
132.61
154.70
176.81
198.91
243.12
287.31
331.52
397.82

FARLAM
119.57
139.49
159.43
179.35
219.21
259.06
298.92
358.70

HAYTON
123.60
144.20
164.80
185.40
226.60
267.80
309.00
370.80

HETHERSGILL
139.19
162.38
185.59
208.78
255.18
301.57
347.97
417.56

IRTHINGTON
125.01
145.84
166.68
187.51
229.18
270.84
312.52
375.02

KINGMOOR
125.62
146.55
167.50
188.43
230.31
272.17
314.05
376.86

KINGWATER
124.59
145.35
166.12
186.88
228.41
269.93
311.47
373.76

KIRKANDREWS
132.65
154.76
176.87
198.98
243.20
287.41
331.63
397.96

KIRKLINTON
123.26
143.80
164.35
184.89
225.98
267.06
308.15
369.78

MIDGEHOLME
125.45
146.35
167.27
188.17
229.99
271.80
313.62
376.34

NICHOLFOREST
132.79
154.91
177.05
199.18
243.45
287.70
331.97
398.36

ORTON
123.95
144.61
165.27
185.93
227.25
268.56
309.88
371.86

ROCKCLIFFE
120.25
140.28
160.33
180.37
220.46
260.53
300.62
360.74

SCALEBY
133.15
155.33
177.53
199.72
244.11
288.48
332.87
399.44

SOLPORT
125.80
146.76
167.74
188.70
230.64
272.56
314.50
377.40

STANWIX RURAL
132.64
154.74
176.86
198.96
243.18
287.38
331.60
397.92

STAPLETON
128.86
150.33
171.82
193.29
236.25
279.19
322.15
386.58

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT
122.54
142.96
163.39
183.81
224.66
265.50
306.35
367.62

WALTON
138.13
161.14
184.17
207.19
253.24
299.27
345.32
414.38

WATERHEAD
121.78
142.07
162.38
182.67
223.27
263.85
304.45
365.34

WESTLINTON
121.32
141.54
161.76
181.98
222.42
262.86
303.30
363.96

WETHERAL
127.70
148.98
170.27
191.55
234.12
276.68
319.25
383.10

All other parts of the

City Council’s area
114.02
133.02
152.03
171.03
209.04
247.04
285.05
342.06

being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 3 (d) and 3 (e) above by the number which, in the proportion set out in Section 5 (1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the City Council, in accordance with Section 36 (1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.









4) That it be noted that for the year 2006/07 Cumbria County Council and Cumbria Police Authority have stated that the following amounts in precepts issued to the City Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-



















PRECEPTING AUTHORITY

VALUATION BANDS








BAND A
BAND B
BAND C
BAND D
BAND E
BAND F
BAND G
BAND H












£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

Cumbria County Council
679.62
792.89
906.16
1,019.43
1,245.97
1,472.51
1,699.05
2,038.86

Cumbria Police Authority
108.72
126.84
144.96
163.08
199.32
235.56
271.80
326.16











5) That having calculated the aggregate in each case the amounts at 3 (f) and 4 above, the City Council, in accordance with Section 30 (2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2006/07 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-



















PART OF THE 
VALUATION BANDS








COUNCIL'S AREA
BAND A
BAND B
BAND C
BAND D
BAND E
BAND F
BAND G
BAND H











Parish of:
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £

ARTHURET
936.85
1,092.99
1,249.14
1,405.28
1,717.57
2,029.85
2,342.13
2,810.56

BEAUMONT
914.03
1,066.36
1,218.71
1,371.04
1,675.72
1,980.39
2,285.07
2,742.08

BEWCASTLE
917.73
1,070.68
1,223.64
1,376.59
1,682.50
1,988.40
2,294.32
2,753.18

BRAMPTON
937.55
1,093.81
1,250.07
1,406.33
1,718.85
2,031.36
2,343.88
2,812.66

BURGH BY SANDS
919.60
1,072.86
1,226.14
1,379.40
1,685.94
1,992.46
2,299.00
2,758.80

BURTHOLME
915.01
1,067.51
1,220.02
1,372.52
1,677.53
1,982.53
2,287.53
2,745.04

CARLATTON & CUMREW
909.95
1,061.60
1,213.27
1,364.92
1,668.24
1,971.55
2,274.87
2,729.84

CASTLE CARROCK
920.27
1,073.64
1,227.03
1,380.40
1,687.16
1,993.91
2,300.67
2,760.80

CUMMERSDALE
918.91
1,072.06
1,225.22
1,378.37
1,684.68
1,990.98
2,297.28
2,756.74

CUMWHITTON
914.99
1,067.49
1,219.99
1,372.49
1,677.49
1,982.48
2,287.48
2,744.98

DALSTON
921.70
1,075.31
1,228.94
1,382.55
1,689.79
1,997.01
2,304.25
2,765.10

DENTON NETHER
918.90
1,072.05
1,225.20
1,378.35
1,684.65
1,990.95
2,297.25
2,756.70

DENTON UPPER
920.95
1,074.43
1,227.93
1,381.42
1,688.41
1,995.38
2,302.37
2,762.84

FARLAM
907.91
1,059.22
1,210.55
1,361.86
1,664.50
1,967.13
2,269.77
2,723.72

HAYTON
911.94
1,063.93
1,215.92
1,367.91
1,671.89
1,975.87
2,279.85
2,735.82

HETHERSGILL
927.53
1,082.11
1,236.71
1,391.29
1,700.47
2,009.64
2,318.82
2,782.58

IRTHINGTON
913.35
1,065.57
1,217.80
1,370.02
1,674.47
1,978.91
2,283.37
2,740.04

KINGMOOR
913.96
1,066.28
1,218.62
1,370.94
1,675.60
1,980.24
2,284.90
2,741.88

KINGWATER
912.93
1,065.08
1,217.24
1,369.39
1,673.70
1,978.00
2,282.32
2,738.78

KIRKANDREWS
920.99
1,074.49
1,227.99
1,381.49
1,688.49
1,995.48
2,302.48
2,762.98

KIRKLINTON
911.60
1,063.53
1,215.47
1,367.40
1,671.27
1,975.13
2,279.00
2,734.80

MIDGEHOLME
913.79
1,066.08
1,218.39
1,370.68
1,675.28
1,979.87
2,284.47
2,741.36

NICHOLFOREST
921.13
1,074.64
1,228.17
1,381.69
1,688.74
1,995.77
2,302.82
2,763.38

ORTON
912.29
1,064.34
1,216.39
1,368.44
1,672.54
1,976.63
2,280.73
2,736.88

ROCKCLIFFE
908.59
1,060.01
1,211.45
1,362.88
1,665.75
1,968.60
2,271.47
2,725.76

SCALEBY
921.49
1,075.06
1,228.65
1,382.23
1,689.40
1,996.55
2,303.72
2,764.46

SOLPORT
914.14
1,066.49
1,218.86
1,371.21
1,675.93
1,980.63
2,285.35
2,742.42

STANWIX RURAL
920.98
1,074.47
1,227.98
1,381.47
1,688.47
1,995.45
2,302.45
2,762.94

STAPLETON
917.20
1,070.06
1,222.94
1,375.80
1,681.54
1,987.26
2,293.00
2,751.60

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT
910.88
1,062.69
1,214.51
1,366.32
1,669.95
1,973.57
2,277.20
2,732.64

WALTON
926.47
1,080.87
1,235.29
1,389.70
1,698.53
2,007.34
2,316.17
2,779.40

WATERHEAD
910.12
1,061.80
1,213.50
1,365.18
1,668.56
1,971.92
2,275.30
2,730.36

WESTLINTON
909.66
1,061.27
1,212.88
1,364.49
1,667.71
1,970.93
2,274.15
2,728.98

WETHERAL
916.04
1,068.71
1,221.39
1,374.06
1,679.41
1,984.75
2,290.10
2,748.12

All other parts of the

City Council’s area
902.36
1,052.75
1,203.15
1,353.54
1,654.33
1,955.11
2,255.90
2,707.08

C.46/06
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a)
The Mayor

The Mayor wished Carlisle United the best of luck in the LDV Northern Final which was being played that evening.  She also indicated that this would be Councillor Firth’s last meeting.  There would be an opportunity to wish him well later in the meeting.

(b)
The Leader

There were no announcements from the Leader.

(c)
Members of the Executive

The Portfolio Holder for Housing Environment and Infrastructure reported that the City Council had been recognised by the award of “Park Mark” in recognition of the safe car parking.  He indicated that there were five car parks within the City which had achieved the “Park Mark” Standard and this was a significant award for the City.  He paid tribute to the staff involved and congratulated the Council on achieving this standard.

(d)
Town Clerk and Chief Executive

Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that she had organised a presentation for all Members of the City Council on the School Re-Organisation Review for Secondary Education in Carlisle.  The presentation would be held on 14 March 2006 at 5.30pm in the Council Chamber and a letter to that effect had been circulated to all Members prior to the Council.

C.47/06
OMBUDSMAN COMPLAINT

Consideration was given to a joint report of the Director of Development Services and Director of Legal and Democratic Services (DS.7/06) which summarised the findings of an Ombudsman’s Report relating to the Council’s handling of a planning matter.  The Ombudsman had found that the Complainant had suffered injustice as a result of maladministration relating to the Council’s failure to notify the Complainants who occupied the property most affected by the proposed development.

Councillor Toole addressed the Council in support of the Complainants.

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded “that the Council make a payment in the total sum of £500 to the Complainants, Mr and Mrs Duffell, towards their expense of moving home and for their time and trouble in pursuing this complaint.  The payment to be funded from existing Planning Services budgets and that the Council notify the Ombudsman of the actions which it has taken”.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Motion of Councillor Bloxham as set out above be agreed.

C.48/06
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Riverside Group

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following question submitted on Notice by 

Mr D Young.  Mr Young was not present at the meeting and The Mayor asked the question on his behalf.

“Is the secret talks with the Riverside Group having an adverse influence on my Corporate Complaint as well as the lack of support by the City Council in “enforcing” the conditions set out in the Offer Document?”.

Councillor Bloxham, Portfolio Holder for Environment, Infrastructure and Transport responded to Mr Young’s question to the effect that there were no secret talks with the Riverside Group.  The Council’s Town Clerk and Chief Executive has spoken to the Chief Executive of the Riverside Group, as she has spoken to Chief Executive’s of other organisations which operate within the City, and discussed matters relating to the functions of the City Council and the Council’s role as the Strategic Housing Authority.  Councillor Bloxham added that these matters have had no influence on Mr Young’s Corporate Complaint which is currently being dealt with and the Council’s Director of Development Services would respond to that Corporate Complaint on or before the 14 March 2006.

C.49/06
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no petitions or deputations had been received from Members of the Public.

C.50/06
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

The Members of the Council who had declared a prejudicial interest in Councillor Atkinson’s question as itemised under Minute C.35/06 left the meeting during consideration of the following item.

Questions from Members of the Council

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following question from Councillor Atkinson.  Councillor Atkinson then read out the following question:

“In view of the decision to consult on a Theatre and Arts Centre for the City will The Leader, Councillor Mitchelson, support the campaign to save the Lonsdale Cinema, in order that this amenity may form part of any feasibility study for a Theatre and Arts Centre in Carlisle?”. 

Councillor Mitchelson responded to Councillor Atkinson’s question to the effect that the Executive were committed to an Arts Centre Study as an integral part of the Renaissance of the City and in particular the cultural aspects which would be provided within the City.  This involved talks, which were presently taking place, with all parties including the Lonsdale, Sands Centre, The Methodist Hall.  Councillor Mitchelson added that he had carried out discussions with representatives of the Lonsdale but the matter was to be considered by the Development Control Committee on 31 March 2006 subject to receipt of information from English Heritage.

Councillor Atkinson asked a supplementary question in particular what assurances could the Leader of the Council offer with regards to the protection of the Lonsdale building until such time as the Arts Centre Study had been completed?  

The Leader of the Council indicated that the protection of the building was a Development Control Committee function and he hoped the building would remain intact to be part of the Arts Centre study.

C.51/06
EXECUTIVE

Councillor Mitchelson moved the receipt and adoption of the minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 23 January, 16 and 20 February 2006.  Members of the City Council asked a number of questions to the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those minutes and it was

RESOLVED – (1)
That the minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 23 January, 16 and 20 February 2006 be received and adopted.

(2)
That the Director of Legal and Democratic Services provide an advice note with regards to the declaration of interest by Members under the Code of Conduct as it relates to the forthcoming Briefing on School Reorganisation of Secondary Education in Carlisle which is to be given to Members on 14 March next.

(3)
That the Leader arrange for minutes of meetings of JMT to be reported through the Executive to Council as early as possible in order to avoid any undue delays.

(4)   The Portfolio Holder for Health and Community Activities pass on the Council’s appreciation for the work which had been carried out by staff in the Benefits Advice Centre and the service they have continued to provide whilst in temporary accommodation since the Centre was displaced and that the Portfolio Holder arrange for appropriate publicity/advertisements to promote the service of the Benefits Advice Centre as a service which was independent of the City Council although it would be in future delivered from the Civic Centre.

C.52/06
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting:-


(i)
Health and Community Activities


(ii)
Corporate Resources


(iii)
Policy and Performance Management


(iv)
Finance and Resources


(v)
Promoting Carlisle


(vi)
Economic Development and Regeneration


(vii)
Environment Housing Infrastructure and Transport

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their reports and it was

RESOLVED – (1)
That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2)
That the Portfolio Holder for Health and Community Activities send a letter to the Management and Staff of the Harraby Community Centre expressing the Council’s appreciation for the work which Management and Staff had carried out in cleaning the centre following the floods and enabling it to open again so promptly.

(3)
That the Portfolio Holder for Promoting Carlisle respond to Cllr Bradley on the cost of staging the recent State of the City debate in the Tithe Barn.

C.53/06
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMANS REPORT 

(a)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Management

Councillor Mrs Bradley moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 2 February 2006 be received and adopted.  

Councillor Mrs Prest presented the Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 2 February 2006 together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(b)
Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Boaden moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 10 and 12 January and 16 February 2006 be received and adopted.  Councillor Boaden also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 10 and 12 January and 16 February 2006 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(c)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources

Councillor Stevenson moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 19 January 2006 be received and adopted.

Councillor Farmer also presented his Chairman’s Report and expressed his appreciation for the support of Councillor Mrs Prest in chairing meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee during his recent absence.

RESOLVED – (1)
The Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 19 January 2006 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(d)
Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 26 January 2006 be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson also moved the Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 26 January 2006 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

C.54/06
LICENSING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Morton seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 4 January 2006 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 4 January 2006 be received and adopted.

C.55/06
REGULATORY PANEL 

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Morton seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 4 January 2006 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 4 January 2006 be received and adopted.

C.56/06
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier moved and Councillor Morton seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 25 and 27 January 2006 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 25 and 27January 2006 be received and adopted.

C.57/06
ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

Councillor Stevenson moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Accounts Committee held on 15 February 2006.

Members asked a series of questions regarding Minute AC.6/06 Statement of Accounts 2004/5 Audit issues.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Accounts Committee held on 15 February 2006 be received.

(2)
That, on receipt of written questions from Councillor Im Thurn based on the information in Minute AC.6/06 Statement of Accounts – Audit issues - the Chairman of the Committee supply a written answer.

C.58/06
EMPLOYMENT PANEL

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Employment Panel held on 20 February 2006.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Employment Panel held on 20 February 2006 be received and adopted.

C.59/06
NOTICE OF MOTION

(i)
Communities Reunited
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Luckley:

“Carlisle City Council recognises the outstanding contribution the Communities Reunited Project is making to the support of those residents affected by the January 2005 flood.

The Council is concerned that the proposal to close down the project at Easter 2006 may be premature.  There are approximately 380 homes not yet re-occupied and many people who have returned home are still struggling with insurance and building problems.

Therefore, Carlisle City Council resolves to ask the Executive to investigate ways in which the City Council could offer continued support including financial support to the project to enable it to operate for a further three months up until 1 July 2006.”

Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the above motion.

Following voting thereon it was 

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Motion of Councillor Mrs Luckley as set out above be agreed.

(ii)
Parks and Open Spaces 

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Aldersey:

“In order to assist the Police in it’s duty in upholding the Law when dealing with Anti-Social Behaviour incidents in our parks and open spaces, the Carlisle City Council agrees to carry out a review of it’s current Byelaws relating to parks and open spaces so as to make the enforcement of the Byelaws by the Police easier.”

Councillor Tootle seconded the above motion.

Following voting thereon it was 

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Motion of Councillor Aldersey as set out above be agreed.

(iii)
Grass Verges 

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Weber:


“In view of the continuing damage to grass verges year on year throughout the City, with all the costs of reinstatement and of the actual grass cutting, Carlisle City Council calls upon the Executive to arrange a meeting with Cumbria County Council and Carlisle Housing Association with a view to setting up a programme year on year to remove the said grass verges.”

Councillor Mrs Bradley seconded the above Motion.

Councillor Allison moved an amendment to the above Motion of Councillor Weber by: 


“deleting the words “arrange a meeting with” and replace with the words “meet with the Portfolio Holder of” in line 4 of the Motion, after the word “and” insert the words “following this” in line 5 take out the words “said grass verges” and replace with “selectively replace the appropriate grass verges”.


Add the sentence “this would provide additional parking off the road, following consultation with the residents.”  

Also add an extra paragraph “Carlisle City Council supports Best Value through competitive tendering for this and any future programme on grass verge maintenance.”  

The Motion would then read


“In view of the continuing damage to grass verges, year on year throughout the City, with all the costs of reinstatement and the actual grass cutting, Carlisle City Council calls upon the Executive to meet with the Executive Portfolio Holder of Cumbria County Council and following this, Carlisle Housing Association, with a view to setting up a programme year on year to selectively replace the appropriate grass verges, this will provide additional parking off the road following consultation with the residents.


Carlisle City Council supports Best Value through competitive tendering for this and any future programme of works on grass verge maintenance.”

Councillor Aldersey seconded the above amendment.  

Following some discussion and voting thereon the amendment of Councillor Allison was not approved.

Following further voting thereon the Motion of Councillor Weber as set out below was AGREED.


“In view of the continuing damage to grass verges year on year throughout the City, with all the costs of reinstatement and of the actual grass cutting, Carlisle City Council calls upon the Executive to arrange a meeting with Cumbria County Council and Carlisle Housing Association with a view to setting up a programme year on year to remove the said grass verges”.

C.60/06
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(i)
Joint Committee – Supplementary Planning Guidance 

Pursuant to Minute Ex.24/06 consideration was given to a recommendation of the Executive and the appointment of City Council representatives on the Joint Committee of Cumbrian Authorities which has been set up to prepare supplementary planning documents on Wind Energy Development and Landscape Character. 

Councillor Mitchelson moved Councillor Firth seconded and it was

RESOLVED – (1)
That Councillor Bloxham be appointed to represent the City Council on the Joint Committee of Cumbrian Authorities with Councillor Earp appointed as first reserve and Councillor Ms Martlew as second reserve when the appointed representative was unable to attend.

(2)
That it be noted that the Executive have agreed in principle to participate in the establishment of the Joint Committee subject to the terms of reference being agreed by the City Council before final participation is confirmed.

(ii)
EX.25/06 Cremator Replacement and Associated Works 

Pursuant to Minute Ex.25/06 consideration was given to a recommendation of the Executive regarding the installation of new Cremators and associated works during 2006/7.
                                                                                                                                                                                          

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was

AGREED – (1)
That the City Council approve the installation of two new Cremators and Associated Works during 2006/7 

(2)
That the earmarked capital resources of £330,000 be brought forward from 2008/9 to 2006/7 producing a total capital budget of £780,000 to facilitate the award of Works in 2006/7 for the replacement cremators and associated works at the Crematorium.

C.61/06
ROLE OF ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE
Pursuant to Minute AC.6/06 consideration was given to a reference from the Accounts Committee to the City Council with regards to the establishment of an Audit Committee.

Councillor Stevenson moved Councillor Firth seconded and it was AGREED

That the City Council instruct Officers to investigate the manner by which the Council should discharge it’s future governance responsibilities relative to the Financial Statements of the Council and whether that could be done through an Audit Committee or similar mechanism, and that the Council agree to delegate to the Accounts Committee the task of drawing up suitable terms of reference for an Audit Committee and report back thereon to the Council as soon as possible.

C.62/06
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, MEDIA AND SPORT – CASINO ADVISORY PANEL
Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Development Services (DS.13/06) on an invitation from the Government for the Council to submit proposals to the Casino Advisory Panel by 31 March 2006 on whether the Council would wish Carlisle to be considered as a location for Casino development.

Councillor Mrs Bowman moved that: 

“The City Council agree to submit proposals to the Casino Advisory Panel for Carlisle to be considered as a location for Casino development”. 

Following some discussion and voting thereon.  It was 

RESOLVED that the Motion of Councillor Mrs Bowman be agreed and the Director of Development Services respond to the Government’s invitation and proceed to submit proposals to the Casino Advisory Panel indicating that Carlisle would wish to be considered as a location for Casino development.

C.63/06
SUSPENSION OF COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE
It was noted that during consideration of the above item the meeting had been in progress for three hours.  Councillor Weber moved and it was seconded and 

AGREED – That Council Procedure Rule No. 9 in relation to the duration of meetings be suspended in order that the meeting could continue over the time limit of three hours.

C.64/06
INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL
Consideration was given to a report ME.2/06 which set out the recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and it was seconded and AGREED that:

(1)
Members allowances be increased from April 2006 by 2.95% in line with the National Pay Settlement paid to Members.

(2)
That the Dependent Carers Allowance rise in line with the percentage increase.

(3)
That the relationship of Special Responsibility Allowance payments to each other be reviewed at five yearly intervals and this should be included in the Revised terms of reference for the Panel.

(4)
That Officers draft new terms of reference for the Independent Remuneration Panel in order to ensure that the new terms are clear, concise and incorporate a procedural guide as to how the Committee should operate.

(5)
That the Panel’s request that the Chair of the Independent Remuneration Panel be consulted regarding any change to Officers supporting the Panel be noted.

C.65/06

COMMUNICATIONS
(a)
Correspondence

There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring forward as a matter of urgency.

(b)
Councillor Firth

The Mayor reported that this would be Councillor Firth’s last meeting of the Council prior to his standing down as a Councillor.

Councillor Firth addressed the Council and expressed his appreciation and thanks for the support which he had received from his own group and Members of the Labour and Liberal Democrat groups and for the support which he received from Officers during his time on the Council. 

Councillors Mrs Bradley, Allison, Mitchelson and the Mayor paid tribute to the work which Councillor Firth had carried out on behalf of the Council and for the valuable contribution which he had made to the City of Carlisle during his time as a Councillor and more particularly his time as the Deputy Leader of the Council.

(The meeting ended at 9.51 pm)
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