EVENING AND NIGHT TIME ECONOMY TASK GROUP

WEDNESDAY 13 APRIL 2005 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:
Councillor Parsons (Chairman), Councillors Crookdake, Earp, 


Im Thurn, C Rutherford and K Rutherford.

ALSO PRESENT:   


Dr J Gooding, Executive Director;


Dr D Taylor, Overview & Scrutiny Support Officer;


Mr S Halstead, Senior Committee Clerk.

ENTE.1/05
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Boaden.

ENTE.2/05
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ENTE.3/05
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting held on 26 November 2004 were approved as a correct record.


ENTE.4/05
EVENING AND NIGHT TIME ECONOMY REVIEW – 



FINAL REPORT

Dr Taylor submitted a draft final report of the Task Group’s subject review on the Evening and Night Time Economy.

Dr Gooding reported that he represented the City Council on the Crime and Disorder Partnership, and was also working on a review of the Council’s corporate priorities and the Renaissance of the Carlisle project following the recent flooding.  He undertook to ensure that the recommendations of the Task Group were included in the relevant priorities of the Council in order that they could be progressed.

Members of the Task Group discussed the draft report and made the following points :

(a)
Students were interested in a more diverse range of activities at night in the City Centre rather than just alcohol based activities.  The report could be amended to highlight that City Centre night time activities which do not involve alcohol would benefit students as well as families.

(b)
The recommendation to establish a Forum to bring together community representatives and all stakeholders in the Evening and Night Time Economy was welcomed, but the recommendation could highlight that this may be best arranged through a sub-group of the Chamber of Commerce rather than a City Council initiative.

(c)
If late opening of Tullie House and the Civic Centre was to be pursued, then consultation would be need with the relevant Trade Unions.

(d)
The recommendation for Community Support Officers to be based in the City Centre was supported.  A Member pointed out that there were Community Support Officers currently operating outside of the City Centre area, and that this recommendation should be for additional resources, not diverting current Officers into the City Centre.

(e)
Dr Gooding suggested that, in order to ensure monitoring of the recommendations, an implementation plan could be drawn up by Senior Officers with actions assigned to Officers as appropriate.  Monitoring would be undertaken by the Community and Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

(f)
Members were of the opinion that live entertainment could be introduced in the early evenings into Carlisle cafes and that some of the City Council’s entertainment budget could be diverted to financially support such activities.

(g)
Marketing Carlisle for tourists through the Tourist Information Centre could be improved if an enhanced range of night time activities were provided.  Activities such as guided tours of factories and businesses in an evening, or the farmers and continental markets being operated into the evening were suggested.

(h)
Stagecoach had proposed pilot schemes for late night buses but this had yet to be implemented.  In addition, other coach firms with mini buses could be approached to run services to Carlisle from the rural area in an evening.  The train company could also be approached to run services from Carlisle to Brampton, Wetheral, etc, late in an evening.

(i)
Arising from recent discussions in Parliament, the possibility of the City Council banning drinks promotions in licensed premises could be pursued at a later date.

RESOLVED – (1) That the final draft report on the subject review of the Evening and Night Time Economy be approved, subject to the Overview and Scrutiny Officer amending the draft to take account of the points raised by Members at this meeting.

(2)  That the final report be submitted to the Infrastructure and Community Overview and Scrutiny Committees prior to submission of the report with the final recommendations to the Executive.

(The meeting ended at 2.55 pm)

