LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

WEDNESDAY 9 JANUARY 2002 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:
Councillor Morton (Chairman), Councillors Aldersey, Mrs Blackadder, Joscelyne, McDevitt (as substitute for Councillor Atkinson), Mrs Parsons and Prest G.

LRP.01/02
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Atkinson and Wilson.

LRP.02/02
*HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER – CONVICTION – MARK LOWE

The Licensing Officer submitted Report TC.006/02 concerning a conviction for an offence of Criminal Damage against Mark Lowe, a licensed driver of both Hackney and Private Hire vehicles with this Council.  The report contained details of the conviction against Mr Lowe, dated 1 November 2001.  

Mr Lowe and his wife were present at the meeting.  Sergeant Pannone (Cumbria Constabulary) also attended the meeting but made no comments.  The City Solicitor and Secretary indicated to Mr Lowe that he had a right to be represented, but Mr Lowe indicated that he did not wish to be so represented.

The Licensing Officer stated that Mr Lowe had reported his actions to the Licensing Officer the day after the incident had taken place and he had paid for the damage caused within one week.

He then explained that he deeply regretted his actions and stated that it would not happen again. He submitted a letter from Radio Taxis as testimony to his character.  He accepted that enforcement matters in relation to Hackney carriages were a matter for the Police and for the Council’s Licensing Section.

The respective parties and Councillor Aldersey (who had arrived at the meeting after consideration of the matter had begun) then withdrew from the meeting whilst the Panel gave detailed consideration to the application.

RESOLVED – (1) That, having regard to the representations made by Mr Lowe, the City Solicitor and Secretary send to Mr Lowe a warning letter as to future conduct.

(2) That it be noted that Mr Lowe had been informed that he had a right of appeal against the above decision and that this right would also be confirmed in writing.

LRP.03/02
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the Paragraph Number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.  

LRP.04/02
*DOOR SUPERVISOR APPLICATION 



(Public and press excluded by virtue of paragraph 7)

The Licensing Officer submitted Report TC.227/01 concerning an application by SW to be a Registered Door Supervisor with this Council. 

SW attended the meeting.  He stated that one of his witnesses was unable to attend but, that he was prepared for consideration of the matter to proceed regardless.  The City Solicitor and Secretary indicated to SW that he had a right to be represented, but he indicated that he did not wish to be so represented.

The Licensing Officer advised that SW had previously held a provisional registration as a Door Supervisor until 26 February 2001, but this registration had not been renewed.  On 9 December 2001, SW had been found to be working as a Door Supervisor whilst he was not the holder of a Door Supervisors Registration.

Sergeant Pannone (Cumbria Constabulary) attended the meeting and stated that it appeared that SW’s registration had not been renewed as a result of confusion or carelessness, rather than dishonesty.  He spoke in support of SW’s registration as a Door Supervisor.

SW then explained to the Panel the circumstances behind the failure to renew his registration and his working without registration.  He apologised for the inconvenience he had caused and gave assurances that it would not happen again.   The Licensee of the premises involved attended the meeting and spoke in support of SW’s application for registration

RESOLVED – That, having given detailed consideration to all the evidence presented, SW’s application for registration as a Door Supervisor be granted, with the City Solicitor and Secretary to give a warning as to licensing responsibilities with regard to registration and display of the badge.

(The meeting ended at 2.40pm)
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