APPEALS PANEL NO. 3

WEDNESDAY 13 APRIL 2005 AT 1.30 PM

PRESENT:
Councillor Weedall (Chairman), 


Councillor Dodd, 


Councillor Graham


The Appellant


The Council’s Legal Services Manager and Assistant Manager Housing Services.

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.

2.
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in Paragraph Number 5.

3.
DISABLED FACILITIES GRANT APPEAL

A copy of the suggested procedure to be followed by the Panel in determining the appeal, a copy of a letter of appeal from the Appellant and a copy of the report of the Assistant Manager, Housing Services, had been circulated.  The Appellant confirmed that she had received copies of the Agenda and papers and confirmed that she was content to represent herself and follow the procedure for the case as circulated.

The Assistant Manager, Housing Services, presented the Council’s case in support of the City Council’s decision on work which was reasonable and practicable, necessary and appropriate for the provision of facilities for a person registered/eligible for registration under the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970 and set out the steps which the City Council had followed in considering the application, including consulting and taking account of the response from the Social Services Authority on the adaptations which were required in respect of the needs of disabled people seeking help through the grant process.  He added that after taking into account the amended Occupational Therapist’s Report a Schedule of Works had been prepared detailing the works which were required to make the property adequate, together with proposals which indicated how all members of the family could be accommodated within the existing rooms of the property, whilst providing the Appellant’s child with his own bedroom and also taking into account the room/space standards as laid down in Sections 325 and 326 of the Housing Act 1985.

The Appellant and members questioned the Assistant Manager, Housing Services, on his presentation.

The Appellant addressed the Appeals Panel in support of her appeal against the decision of the Assistant Manager, Housing Services, and highlighted the issues of accommodation and safety for the disabled child and his siblings.  The fact that the suggested layout did not include any living area, the need for the Appellant to be able to keep the disabled child under supervision constantly, the relationships between the children of different ages.  

The City Council representative and Members questioned the Appellant on her presentation. 

The Assistant Director of Housing Services and the Appellant then made their final statement, and the parties adjourned whilst the Panel considered its decision.  

The parties returned at 3.20 pm and it was 

RESOLVED - That the Appeals Panel has heard and carefully considered the evidence put before it in relation to the application for a Disabled Facilities Grant.  The Appeals Panel has determined to reject the appeal against the Officer’s decision for the following reasons :

(i)
The Council Officers correctly assessed the application against the criteria in Sections 23(1)(b) and (d) of the Housing Grants, Construction and Regeneration Act 1996.

(ii)
The Council correctly consulted Social Services as required under Section 24 of the same Act.

(iii)
The Council has taken heed of the advice of the Senior Paediatric Occupational Therapist and approved grant provision in accordance therewith.

(iv)
It is important that the Appellant’s child has a separate bedroom and this is achievable within the existing property via the alterations funded by the proposed grant in accordance with the standards contained in the Housing Act 1985.

The decision will be confirmed in writing to the Appellant.

(The meeting ended at 3.25 pm)

