
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 18 FEBRUARY 2008

 

EX.37/08
REFERENCE FROM CITY COUNCIL - POTENTIAL DISPOSAL OF CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL LAND FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT



(Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
- Health and Wellbeing


Subject Matter

Pursuant to Minute C.17/08(vi) the following reference back from the meeting of the City Council on 15 January 2008 regarding land for affordable Housing Development was considered.

"(i)
That the reference from the Executive regarding the potential disposal of Carlisle City Council land for affordable housing development be referred back to the Executive for further consideration of the areas of concern highlighted by Members.

(ii)
That the reference in paragraph 2.1.9 to Scalegate Road/Leabourne Road be amended to Buchanan Road/Leabourne Road".  

A copy of Report DS.05/08 and Minute Excerpts from the meeting of the Executive and the meeting of the City Council had been circulated.

The Director of Development Services reported that following the meeting of the City Council on 15 January, Officers had carried out further work on 3 sites at Gelt Rise, Rockcliffe and Low Meadow and would ask the Council to deal firstly with those sites.  She added that negotiations were continuing with Registered Social Landlords to dispose of the sites at a reduced price but the disposals  would nonetheless still be a significant income to the City Council.

Summary of options rejected - None

DECISION

That the Executive :

(i)
Accept in principle that the sites at Gelt Rise, Rockcliffe and Low Meadow identified previously in Report DS.120/07 have potential to deliver affordable homes for local people and agrees in principle to consider the disposal of these sites to an affordable housing provider, such as a Registered Social Landlord, at below market value.

(ii)
Requests the Council to vary its policy on land disposals to delegate the power to the Executive to dispose of the 3 sites as specified above at less than market value to facilitate the provision of affordable housing if the Executive determine this to be necessary and appropriate.

(iii)
Requests Officers to continue to explore the potential of other sites and to bring these forward for consideration as appropriate.

Reasons for Decision

To facilitate the development of affordable housing for local people to meet the need identified in the Housing Market Assessments for Carlisle's urban and rural districts.  At present there is a shortfall between the level of housing need identified across the district and the amount of affordable housing that could be delivered through planning gain and housing corporation funded schemes.







