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Since my last report to Council, meetings that I have attended have included the Executive, Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny, Tourism, Cumbria Inward Investment, Parish Councils, and briefings with Business Unit Heads.





From these meetings I can now update you in my Portfolio area for the period 24 December 2003 to 16 February 2004 as follows:








Penguin Confectionery 


The closure of Penguin Confectionery is likely to lead to the loss of around 77 jobs. In an effort to help these employees find new employment or take up training opportunities, the Business Development Officer has been in contact with the company to offer the resources of the Employment Alternatives programme. Employment Alternatives can help employees to prepare job applications, write CV’s, identify areas for re training and look at self - employment as an option. 





The contractor who delivers the programme on behalf of the City Council, South Lakeland District Council and Eden District Council has met with management of Penguin has suggested that space be found in the factory to set up a Job Shop. The Employment Service have also been contacted so that the employees can be made aware of the help available from Job Centre Plus. Major local employers are being contacted to gather details of job vacancies.  





The company are considering the offer of help.





Christmas Figures


The footfall in the City Centre for November 2003 was 1,052,763 and for December 2003 was 1,153,236 totalling over the 2 months 2,206,000.  This total was up 2.2% on the same period last year which was 2,158,000. 


Hotel occupancy in the City during November and December 2004 was also up on the same period as last year by 3.4% representing a 56.5% occupancy.


Car park tickets sold during November & December 2003 was 105,000 which was a 12% increase on the same period as last year.





3.	Carlisle Conference Group 


The latest statistics to the end of January 2004, continue to show increases in both enquiries and conversions. The current conversion rate from enquiry to booking is 66%.





On Monday 23rd February 2004, CCG will be hosting its 3rd Raceday. This event has proved most beneficial to the CCG desk and its members, in cementing client relationships and attracting more business. Among the guests on the CCG table are, Halfords, BT and Transco.





CCG continues to promote Carlisle as a destination for meetings / events and below are some of the events to which CCG will have a presence:





20 – 22 Feb: International Historic Motorsports Show at Stoneleigh (Warwickshire), promoting the Roger Albert Clark Rally. The CCG Officer along with the City Council Business Development Officer will be promoting this event and aiming at overnight staying visitors.





24 – 26 Feb: International Confex. Both CCG officer and brochure racking, promoting Carlisle as a Business Tourism destination.





3 & 4 March: British Travel Trade Fair – NEC, Birmingham. CCG officer and brochure racking. Again pushing Carlisle as a destination for Business Tourism.





14 – 16 Sept: National Venue Show – NEC, Birmingham. CCG Stand, promoting Carlisle as a destination for Business Tourism.





27 – 29 Oct: CIPD (Chartered Inst Personnel and Development) Annual Conference & Exhibition – Harrogate. Carlisle / Eden Stand promoting North Cumbria as a destination for Conferences / Meetings & Events.





The draft Business Marketing Action Plan for the next financial year (2004/05) is due to be published at the next meeting of CCG on 9 March. Once the consultation among CCG members is complete and the document is ratified, copies will be available from around Mid April 2004.
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