REGULATORY PANEL

WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER 2005 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Parsons (Chairman), Bloxham, Boaden, Crookdake (as substitute for Councillor Prest), Joscelyne (as substitute for Councillor C S Bowman) Morton, Scarborough, Stockdale, Styth, Tootle and Wilson.

LRP.50/05
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors C S Bowman, N Farmer and Prest.

LRP.51/05

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Stockdale declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of agenda item A1, Private Hire & Hackney Carriage Driver – Motoring Conviction & Failure to Disclose Conviction, as he knew the driver.

LRP.52/05

AGENDA

The Chairman agreed to take an additional item onto the agenda as item A4, a verbal update from the Licensing Manager with regard to a meeting held between Councillors, Licensing Officers and representatives of the taxi trade.

LRP.53/05
PRIVATE HIRE & HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER – MOTORING CONVICTION & FAILURE TO DISCLOSE CONVICTION

The Licensing Officer submitted Report EP.50/05 concerning speeding offences committed by Mr J Wright, a licensed Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Driver.

Mr Wright was present at the meeting.

The Legal Services Manager advised Mr Wright that he had a right to be represented but Mr Wright indicated that he did not wish to be represented.

The Licensing Officer detailed the relevant convictions which, over a ten year period, amounted to five convictions, three warning letters and two periods of suspension.

Mr Wright then addressed the Panel.  He explained to the Panel that his mother had died three days before the conviction and that things had got on top of him.  He also stated that he had mild angina and had been undergoing tests and had made regular trips to the hospital.  He stated that he had received the speeding ticket after he had completed his Private Hire application and before he had completed his Hackney Carriage application so he had only disclosed it on the Hackney Carriage application.

In response to Members’ questions, Mr Wright stated that the speed he was convicted of was 79 miles an hour; that he had been diagnosed with the medical condition at the beginning of the year and had informed the Licensing Section.  He had not notified the Council of his conviction immediately as he had thought it would suffice to declare it on his form when renewing his Hackney Carriage Driver’s Licence.

The respective parties then withdrew from the meeting whilst the Panel gave detailed consideration to the matter.

RESOLVED – (1) That, having given detailed consideration to the matter, the Panel agreed that because of his recent conviction and other previous convictions, together with the history of previous warnings issued to Mr Wright by the Council, in particular those relating to the disclosure of convictions, his apparent disregard for the said warnings and the importance of the conditions attached to his licence, Mr Wright’s Hackney Carriage Driving Licence be suspended for three months;

(2) That Mr Wright takes and passes his Driving Standards Agency Taxi and Private Hire Assessment within 13 weeks.

LRP.54/05
PRIVATE HIRE & HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER – CONVICTION FOR PUBLIC ORDER OFFENCE

The Licensing Manager submitted Report EP.51/05 concerning a public order offence committed by Mr J Nicholson, a licensed Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Driver.

He reported that some new information had come to light that would need further investigation.  He requested that the matter be deferred to a future meeting of the Regulatory Panel.

RESOLVED – That the matter be deferred to a future meeting of the Regulatory Panel.

LRP.55/05
REVIEW OF CHARGES 2006/2007 – LICENSING

The Licensing Manager submitted report EP.53/05 setting out the proposed fees and charges for 2006/07 for areas falling within the responsibility of the Licensing Section of the Environmental Protection Services Business Unit.

RESOLVED – That the charges set out in report EP.53/05 be agreed.

LRP.56/05
TAXI RANK – UPDATE

The Licensing Manager verbally updated the Panel on a recent meeting between Councillors, Licensing Officers, an officer from Commercial and Technical Services and representatives of the taxi trade regarding the current situation with Taxi Ranks in the City Centre.

He reported that at the last meeting of the Panel, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive had been asked to write to the Chief Executive of Cumbria County Council expressing concerns over the continued use of English Street taxi rank for parking of Police vehicles and enquiring as to who gave formal approval for the Police to use this rank and for the duration of this approval.  It has since come to light that no formal approval had been given.  The Licensing Manager stated that he believed that the Town Clerk & Chief Executive had sent a letter to the Chief Constable the previous week regarding the Police use of the taxi rank in English Street.

He reported that a meeting with the Taxi Associations had taken place and 10 taxi ranks had been discussed.  The recommendation from that meeting was that 4 of the ranks would be unchanged, 3 would be discontinued, 2 would have reduced spaces and 1 rank would have a change of direction.  He reported that the possible use of bus stops as new ranks had also been discussed.  He stated that most of the recommended changes to the ranks would be cosmetic and that the costs for these changes was being discussed between Commercial & Technical Services and Capita (Highways).  The matter of funding would need to be addressed at some stage.  The proposals would be submitted to the Carlisle Area Transport Advisory Group initially.

Two of the Members expressed great concern that the Police had been using the taxi rank in English Street for nine months without formal permission.  They questioned why the former Police site was not being used now that the car park was open and had security.  They stated that the current situation is unacceptable and needs to be addressed immediately.

In response to Members’ questions, the Licensing Manager reported that Court Square Taxi rank was currently designated for wheelchair accessible taxis’ only.  He believed that the Independent Taxi Association was about to make application to open the rank up to all hackney carriage cars.

RESOLVED – (1) That a report setting out the costing for the Taxi rank changes be prepared for the next meeting of the Regulatory Panel;

(2) That a report be submitted by the Licensing Manager with regard to the use of Court Square taxi rank to the next meeting of the Regulatory Panel;

(3) That the Taxi Associations be invited to attend the next meeting of Regulatory Panel to discuss Court Square taxi rank.

(The meeting ended at 2.40pm)

