
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE HELD ON

1 FEBRUARY 2005 


EX.016/05
LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT - DETAILED REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT REPORT (Key decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Environmental Quality Manager (EPS.1/05) providing information on the detailed assessment of local air quality at locations within Carlisle and concluding that it would be necessary for the Council to declare an Air Quality Management Area.

The Executive was advised that Local Authorities are required to periodically review and assess the current and predicted air quality within their geographical area against the air quality objectives.  Following the latest review and assessment, it was found that there was a risk of exceeding the objectives for Bridge Street in Caldewgate and on Scotland Road.  It had subsequently been concluded that - 

- current and forward predicted exceedences of the relevant air quality objectives for nitrogen dioxide and particulates had not been identified for Bridge Street, Caldewgate, and

- current and forward predicted exceedences of the annual mean nitrogen dioxide objective had been identified at locations alongside the A7, which includes Stanwix Bank, Scotland Road and Kingstown Road, due to road traffic emissions.

As a result, an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) was required for the A7 to include Stanwix Bank, Scotland Road and Kingstown Road.  Consultants have been commissioned to assist with this as their analysis will determine whether it would be one long strip as an AQMA or a series of smaller AQMA's throughout the area.  Once an AQMA has been declared, the Council has a duty to put together an Action Plan specifying measures to reduce nitrogen dioxide concentrations within the area.  This would necessitate working closely with relevant agencies both within the City Council and with relevant outsider agencies such as the County Council.  In addition, the local community would also be consulted over proposals for the Action Plan.

This Action Plan would recognise the proposed construction of the Carlisle Northern Development Route which, by effecting a reduction in traffic volume on Scotland Road, is likely to have a beneficial effect on air quality due to a reduction in road traffic derived air pollutants.

The matter had been considered by the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 6 January 2005 and that Committee had resolved:-

"1.  That the Executive be informed that this Committee supports the Council embarking on the course of action of declaring an Air Quality Management Area and producing an Action Plan.

2.  That the Executive be asked to refer this report and other reports on Air Quality Monitoring to the Carlisle Area Transport Advisory Group.

3.  That this Committee should have a continued role in monitoring Air Quality.

4.  That the Overview and Scrutiny Manager and the Environmental Quality Manager arrange for a presentation on Air Quality Monitoring processes to be given to Members of the Committee and any other interested Members."

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.  That the Executive accepts the detailed Review and Assessment Report and it be forwarded to the City Council for formal approval with a recommendation that an Air Quality Management Area be set up.

2.  That the detailed Review and Assessment Report and any other reports on Air Quality Monitoring be referred to the Carlisle Area Transport Advisory Group who be requested to take into account these issues when considering transport policies.

3.  That the Executive accepts that the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee should have a continued role in monitoring air quality and for a presentation on Air Quality Monitoring processes being given to Members.

4.  That the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee be thanked for their input in scrutinising the report.

Reasons for Decision

To ensure compliance with the City Council's Constitution and with Government requirements regarding local air quality management.







