LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

WEDNESDAY, 7 NOVEMBER 2001 AT 2.00 P.M.

PRESENT:

Councillor Morton (Chairman), Councillors Mrs Blackadder, Joscelyne, Rutherford K (as substitute for Councillor Atkinson), Prest G and Wilson

ALSO PRESENT:
Councillors Guest and B Hodgson attended the public part of the meeting as observers,

LRP.8/01
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Mrs Parsons, Atkinson, Aldersey and Farmer.

LRP.9/01
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillor Wilson declared a non-pecuniary interest in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct in the application for a Door Supervisor's Licence.

LRP.10/01
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings held on 10 September and 10 October 2001 were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.

LRP.11/01
REVIEW OF LICENSING CHARGES – 2002/03

Pursuant to Minute EX.30/01, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive and the City Treasury submitted report TC.210/01 and Financial Memo 2001/02 No. 95 reviewing the existing Licensing Charges as part of the Council's Corporate Charging Policy and making recommendations for changes for 2002/03.

The report was corrected in that its reference to the Executive being authorised to approve the Charges should all be amended to read the Licensing and Regulatory Panel.  In addition, there was an amendment to Appendix One – Betting, Gaming and Lottery which should be marked as Charges being set by Home Office.

RESOLVED – (1) That the new Charges as set out in Appendix 1 of TC.210/01 and Financial Memo 2001/02 No. 95 be approved and the increases be effective from 1 February 2002.

(2) That the imposition of fees in respect of Door Supervisors registration on Public Entertainment Licences be authorised.

LRP.12/01
*PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCES – CHRISTMAS EVE



AND NEW YEAR'S EVE 2001 

The City Solicitor and Secretary submitted report TC.215/01 advising that enquiries had been received from the licensing trade as to what arrangements would be made to allow public entertainment to take place over the Christmas period.

The Carlisle and District Magistrates on 9 October 2001 had granted Special Orders of Exemption, under Section 74 (4) of the Licensing Act 1964, for five dates over the holiday period. 

The City Solicitor and Secretary then outlined options for dealing with applications for extension of hours outwith the Special Order.  

RESOLVED – (1) That the extended public entertainment hours by virtue of the Special Orders of Exemption be noted.

(2) That where an application is made for hours outwith this Special Order, delegated authority be given to the Council's Licensing Officer, in consultation with the Chairman or Vice Chairman of this Panel, to grant an extension to the Public Entertainment Licence for any other hours/days considered appropriate.

LRP.13/01
*HACKNEY CARRIAGE/PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS - NAMES ON



IDENTITY BADGES

The City Solicitor and Secretary submitted report TC.216/01 advising that the Secretary of the Carlisle Taxi Association had written on behalf of his members, requesting that the driver's name be removed from identity badge carried.

Mr G Earl and Mr W Casey, Carlisle Taxi Association, attended the meeting and spoke in support of their request that the driver's name be removed from the identity badge.

Mr M Martin and Mr C Bray, Independent Taxi Association, also attended the meeting and tabled a letter confirming that they were in favour of the motion to have no names on the badges.

RESOLVED – (1) That the driver's name be removed from Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Drivers badges upon renewal.

(2) That the Licensing Officer, when removing names from badges, look at making the photograph and the driver's number more prominent, to be implemented on renewal of badges.

LRP.14/01
*HACKNEY CARRIAGE CONDITIONS - COURT SQUARE 



RANK

The City Solicitor and Secretary submitted report TC.218/01 advising that in June 2001 the Independent Taxi Association had written to the Council proposing a change to the current policy of wheelchair accessible Hackney Carriages only being allowed to stand at Court Square.

The Licensing Officer presented the report, advising that initially the Independent Taxi Association had proposed that all Hackney Carriages be permitted to stop and pick up customers at the Court Square/Station rank.  However, they had subsequently refined this by stating that members do not wish to stand or rank on the Station rank, but merely to stop and pick up customers at times of peak demand, namely, Friday, Saturday and Sunday between 11.00 pm and 3.00 am.  The report contained a copy of the letter from the Independent Taxi Association, a response by the Carlisle Taxi Association, comments of Cumbria Constabulary and comments of Carlisle Access Group.

The Licensing Officer also commented that the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 provided that on a date to be decided, all Hackney Carriages must be accessible by people with disabilities.  He advised that the original timetable for this to be implemented was January 2002, but that there had been much slippage and that no definite date was available.

PC Robinson attended the meeting and gave the views of Cumbria Constabulary.  He stated that the Police had no objections to the shared use of the Court Square rank but commented that the provision of a “stop only to pick up at peak periods clause” would be unworkable.  Whilst the Police had no objections to shared use of Court Square, their opinion was to support the retention of the status quo, in a bid to reduce the potential for conflict between the two arms of the trade.  The Police would wish to see the effects of changes to the existing rank structure in the City Centre and the effects of the Botchergate development, before commenting further.  

Mr Martin of the Independent Taxi Association commented that the situation was now at crisis point and that there had not been a significant increase in the number of rank spaces in the last five years.  He added that the decriminalisation of parking would also have an impact as there would be no exemptions in terms of parking tickets for Hackney Carriages waiting on double yellow lines.  He stated that it did not appear to be fair that the saloon car drivers paid more for their Hackney Licences but were allowed less privileges within the City.  Drivers felt disadvantaged in several ways and felt discriminated against.  He advised that although he had suggested allowing the cars to pick up at peak times, it would be better for Court Square rank to change to 24 hour use for all Hackney Carriages.

Mr Martin answered Members’ questions in relation to decriminalised parking.  Members commented that it was an issue for the County Council and that in any instance it is an offence for any vehicle to park on double yellow lines.

Mr Casey of the Carlisle Taxi Association then presented his Association's response to the ITA's proposals.  He stated that the only options were to allow all Hackney Carriages on to the rank at any times, or to restrict it as at present to wheelchair accessible Hackney carriages.  Any other situation would lead to an unenforceable law.  Mr Casey commented on the developments which were being proposed for the Station, the City Centre and Botchergate and to the fact that taxi ranks would be reviewed in light of these changes.  He then commented that the Court Square rank sloped down a hill and that the further down the slope a vehicle was the more difficult it was to use the ramps and get disabled people in and out of the vehicles easily.  He advised that if the rank was full of saloon cars and a disabled person had to go far down the rank to get a wheelchair accessible vehicle, this would make loading and unloading very difficult.  He commented that disabled passengers knew exactly where to go day or night if they needed to get a taxi and that it was part of the Carlisle Civic image to have black cabs at the station.

Mr Casey commented that although the cost of a Hackney Licence for wheelchair accessible vehicles was less than the Licence cost for saloon cars, the initial purchase cost for Black Cabs was considerably higher than for saloon cars.  He also advised that all ranks were adequately serviced at the moment, and if there was a change to the Court Square conditions more vehicles may sit at this rank leading to problems with the other ranks not being adequately covered.

Mr Casey then answered Members’ questions and acknowledged that some disabled passengers phoned ahead to book a taxi.

The respective parties then withdrew from the meeting whilst the Panel gave detailed consideration to the proposal to change the current policy.

RESOLVED – That the current policy of wheelchair accessible Hackney Carriages only being allowed to stand at Court Square be retained, but the issue be kept under review in the light of the Disability Discrimination Act's requirement that all Hackney carriages be wheelchair accessible and the developments taking place in the City Centre and Botchergate, particularly any proposals for an increase in taxi ranks.

LRP.15/01
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the Paragraph Number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.  

LRP.16/01
*APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCE – 



PREVIOUS CONVICTIONS



(Public and press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 7)

The Licensing Officer submitted report TC.217/01 containing an application for a Private Hire Drivers Licence from JB.  He advised that JB had been invited to the meeting and that the Licensing Section had phoned him and been told that that he had second thoughts about applying and the item had subsequently been withdrawn.

RESOLVED – That it be noted that this application had been withdrawn.

LRP.17/01
*DOOR SUPERVISOR APPLICATION – PREVIOUS 



CONVICTIONS



(Public and press excluded by virtue of paragraph 7)

The Licensing Officer submitted report TC.221/01 concerning a Door Supervisor Application by JB.  He advised that JB had been in contact and asked that the application be adjourned to the next meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel.

RESOLVED – That consideration of the Door Supervisor Application by JB be adjourned until the next meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel.

LRP.18/01
*APPLICATION FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER’S 



LICENCE – UNSPENT CONVICTIONS



(Public and press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 7)

A Licensing Officer submitted report TC.223/01 concerning an application for a Hackney Carriage Drivers Licence received from WY.  The report contained details of unspent convictions.

WY was present at the meeting.  The City Solicitor and Secretary indicated to WY that he had a right to be represented, but WY indicated that he did not wish to be so represented.

WY addressed the Panel in support of his application.

The respective parties then withdrew from the meeting whilst the Panel gave detailed consideration to the application.

RESOLVED – (1)  That the application from WY for a Hackney Carriage Driver’s Licence be refused, on the basis that he is not a fit and proper person to hold a licence, in view of the nature, recent occurrence and number of unspent convictions.

(2)  That it be noted that the Chairman had advised WY of his right of appeal to the Magistrates Court.

(The meeting ended at 3.35 pm)
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