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C.45/09
PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS
(ii)
Petition – Increase in Sunday Car Park Charges – The Sands Centre
Pursuant to Procedure 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a petition from the Carlisle and District Rambling Club objecting to the imposition of increased parking charges at the Sands Centre on Sundays.  

In accordance with Procedure Rule 10.11, Mrs Hall addressed the Council on behalf of the petitioners.  She informed Members that the Carlisle and District Rambling Club had been formed in 1946 and was an independent club which was not part of any national organisations.  The club had a membership of 275 who were drawn not just from the City but from surrounding areas.  The club organised walks 3 times a week including a Sunday and encouraged members to car share.  In that respect it was important to have a central meeting point and the Sands Car Park was ideal.  She added that on alternative weeks a coach was also hired to reduce the level of car usage and overcome parking restrictions in the Lake District.  She added that on a Sunday it was difficult to get public transport to the city centre until after 9.00 am which was the time the club members met.  

She also added that members walked in to meet up at the meeting point from different parts of the City and whilst she noted the suggestion that the venue of the meeting point could be changed to take advantage of the free parking at Rosehill, she pointed out that this would be an extra 2 mile walk in both the morning and evening on top of the walk to/from home for some of the members.

Mrs Hall noted that the City Council needed to maintain its income but asked the Council to look at other possibilities such as resetting the parking meters so that the car parks which were not heavily used on a Sunday were charged less, or permits issued to club members on payment of a discounted rate.  She added that citizens were being encouraged to walk and take exercise and the Rambling Club were trying to provide that.  She also added that in a period where incomes, particularly of people on fixed incomes, were being stretched more and more, the increase in parking charges could be a deterrent .

The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure presented Report CS.15/09 which had been prepared by the Director of Community Services.  He acknowledged the points which had been made by the representative of the petitioners.  It was also noted that there were other car parks which could be used by the club members.  He did however note the suggestions which had been made by the speaker and would ask Officers to look at how any of those suggestions could be accommodated.  The Portfolio Holder suggested that the petition and the comments of the petitioners be noted to enable him to discuss with Officers how the petitioners could be assisted.

A number of Members spoke in support of the petition and the sentiments expressed by the petitioner.  

Councillor Boaden moved and Councillor Glover seconded that the petition and report be referred back to the Executive to give further consideration to the imposition of increased parking charges at the Sands Centre on Sundays, and to consider possible options for assisting club members.

RESOLVED – That the petition objecting to the increase in parking charges at the Sands Centre on Sundays which had been received from the Carlisle and District Rambling Club be referred back to the Executive, to enable the Executive to give further consideration to the imposition of increased parking charges at the Sands Centre on a Sunday, and possible ways of assisting the Members of the Carlisle and District Rambling Club in this matter.







