APPENDIX A

HOUSING CONSULTATIVE GROUP 

FRIDAY 26 JULY 2002 AT 4.00 PM

PRESENT:
The Executive Portfolio Holder for Health and Well Being: Councillor Bloxham (Chairman)


Councillors Mrs Bowman, Farmer, Mrs Fisher, Hodgson B and Joscelyne. 

ALSO

PRESENT:
Mr H Evans – Riverside Housing Group 



Ms E Adams – Senior Consultant, Priority Estates Project (PEP)




North


 
Ms R Notman -Tenants’ Advisory Group (TAG)


Mr D Thomas - City Treasurer


Mr T Bramley – Director of Housing



Mr J M Egan – City Solicitor and Secretary 



Mrs L Dixon – Housing Transfer Project Officer


Mr D Steele – Accountancy Manager 


Ms S McGregor – Corporate Finance Manager



Mrs M Durham - Committee Clerk      


Members of the Shadow Board of Carlisle Housing Association and Councillors Collier and Fisher L attended the meeting as observers.

HCG.37/02
WELCOME

The Chairman welcomed to the meeting those Members of the Shadow Board of Carlisle Housing Association and Riverside Housing Group who were in attendance.

HCG.38/02
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Mr J Zitron and Ms C Jamieson (HACAS Chapman Hendy), Mr P Anson – Assistant Director, Riverside Housing Group and Mr J Adams (Tenants Advisory Group) 

The Chairman expressed his concern on hearing the news that Mr J Adams had been taken ill and instructed that a letter be sent to Mr Adams conveying to him the Group’s best wishes for a speedy recovery.

HCG.39/02
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The Minutes of the meeting held on 13 May 2002 were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.

The Minutes of the meeting held on 17 June 2002 were received.

HCG.40/02
RESULT OF LSVT BALLOT OF TENANTS 

The Chairman commented that he was delighted to announce that, following the recent ballot on the question of whether the City Council should transfer its stock to Carlisle Housing Association, tenants had voted ‘yes’.  He drew Members’ attention to a report by the Director of Housing (H.51/02) which provided details of the result, copies of which were circulated.

The Director of Housing reminded Members of the background to the matter, indicating that the ballot had closed at 12 noon on Friday 26 July 2002.  A total of 5,324 ballot papers had been returned (a turnout of 67.5%), the result being as follows:

          

Number
As % of Valid Vote
Voting YES

2,761
52%

Voting NO

2,547
48%

Spoilt Ballot Papers
16
N/A

Totals

5,308
100%

In line with standard practice, a recount had been undertaken which confirmed the above figures to be correct.

The Director advised that the ballot result would be e‑mailed to all staff/Members at 4.15 pm that afternoon, with a Press Conference taking place at 4.30 pm.  It would further be reported to the Executive on Monday 29 July 2002.  The key report would, however, be that submitted to the Executive on 12 August 2002 which would include an analysis of the options now open to the Council as a consequence of the above result, together with financial implications. 

The Chairman commented that the City Council would now continue its work with Carlisle Housing Association to draw up a final agreement which would be passed to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, who if he were satisfied, would then give final approval for the transfer to proceed.

The Chairman then thanked all those involved for the tremendous amount of work undertaken to date on the transfer process.

Mr Eric Thompson, Chairman of the Shadow Board of Carlisle Housing Association commented that the result spoke for itself and, now that tenants had taken that decision,  the Association had much work to do in advance of the transfer in December 2002.  The City Council had provided a quality service to tenants for many years and the Association was committed to the continued provision of such a service.  

The Housing Consultative Group noted the outcome of the ballot and that a report detailing action required as a consequence of that result would be presented to the Executive on 12 August 2002.

[The meeting ended at 4.15 pm]

