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Summary:

This report sets out the first Local Development Scheme for Carlisle District.  This includes the planning policy documents to be produced over the next three years, their scope and proposed timescale for their production.

Recommendations:

It is recommended that Executive approve the LDS for submission to the Planning Inspectorate and Secretary of State subject to completion of timetable and additional document requests from other Business Units.

Alan Eales

Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Chris Hardman
Ext:
7190
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1.0
INTRODUCTION

1.1
The Local Development Scheme (LDS) is a list of documents which the Council will produce over the next three years to guide planning matters.  The LDS is the first document that the Council has to produce under the new development plan system, brought in by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.  Formal adoption of the Scheme has to be undertaken by the end of March 2005, however, the scheme has to incorporate views from the Planning Inspectorate and be submitted to the Secretary of State for at least four weeks before it can come into effect.

2.0
A LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME (LDS)

2.1
The draft LDS is appended to this report.  The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 states that each District Council “must prepare a scheme within 6 months of the commencement of Part 2 of the Act.”

2.2
Additional guidance has been produced by the ODPM to assist in the preparation of documents under the new system.  This provides details on the preparation of the LDS and states that:

“The Local Development Scheme will be the document which the public can use to find out what the Local Planning Authority is proposing to do and when, and at what stage they can expect to be involved in the planning process”.

3.0
PREPARATION TO DATE

3.1
At the request of Government Office for the North West, an initial draft of a scheme was compiled and submitted for consideration before the end of March 2004.  This initial draft was to ensure that Officers generally understood the new system and would assist in preparation of the final version.  At the time of submission the Act was scheduled to come into force late Spring 2004, however, commencement of Part 2 of the Act came into force at the end of September and guidance has only recently been prepared.
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3.2
Despite the lateness of the enactment and lack of guidance comments from GONW state that the Council has a “well developed ‘early’ draft which can now be expanded in the light of the final guidance”.

3.3
Officers have undertaken to update the initial draft and attach a revised version for Members’ consideration.  Additional information is required to complete the scheme.

3.4
The LDS includes documents that may be produced jointly.  At the moment it is intended to produce County-wide guidance on Renewable Energy and Environmental Capacity.  This has arisen from discussions at the Structure Plan Examination in Public in September 2004.  In addition the partnerships for the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty are looking for additional planning guidance which could be produced jointly.  All these documents are under early discussion and it has not been possible to finalise the timescale of production for this report.

3.5
Due to the number of documents to produce and the lack of information on joint documents it has not been practical to confirm the timetable for each document.  Priority will be given to Local Plan production which is already well advanced.  Some documents will be wholly produced within the 3 year scheme, other will be started and continue as the scheme is rolled forward.

3.6
The draft LDS was reported to Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on the 2nd December.  No changes were suggested to the content of the Scheme.

4.0
CONSULTATION

4.1
Consultation to Date.

Government Office for the North West has been consulted on an early draft and a further meeting is scheduled on the 8th December to discuss the revised draft.  Economic and Community Development Services, Leisure Culture and Sport Services and Property Services have been consulted.

4.2
Consultation proposed.

The Council is required to consult the Planning Inspectorate before submitting the final scheme to the Secretary of State.
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5.0
RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1
It is recommended that Executive approve the LDS for submission to the Planning Inspectorate and Secretary of State subject to completion of timetable and additional document requests from other Business Units.

6.0
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION

6.1
Officers have received additional guidance on the LDS.  This impacts on production of the Core Strategy and consequent timetable for all other documents.

7.0
IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – Work is undertaken from within Local Plans and Conservation section staff/resources

· Financial – There are no financial implications in the preparation of the scheme

· Legal – The scheme is required by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004

· Corporate – Relevant Business Units have been consulted

· Risk Management – If the scheme is not completed the Council will receive less Planning Delivery Grant

· Equality Issues –  None

· Environmental – None

· Crime and Disorder – None

· Impact on Customers – The Scheme provides customers with a schedule of policy documents being prepared by Planning Services

Alan Eales

Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Chris Hardman
Ext:
7190
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