APPEALS PANEL

WEDNESDAY 17 OCTOBER 2001 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT: 
Councillors Mrs Bowman, Knapton and Watson C.

1.
CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED – That Councillor Knapton be appointed Chairman of the Panel.


Councillor Knapton thereupon took the chair.

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.

3.
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the paragraph number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.

4.
APPEAL BY MAK


(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraph 3)

The Manager – Client and Enabling submitted details of an appeal by MAK against the policy which prevented tenants in rent arrears from transferring to an alternative property.

MAK was present at the meeting and outlined the reasons for the appeal and responded to Members’ questions in relation thereto.

Members then gave detailed consideration to the matter, in particular MAK’s current personal circumstances and the threats and harassment to which he was being subjected.

RESOLVED – (1) That the appeal by MAK be refused and he should not be accepted onto the Transfer List due to outstanding rent arrears, in accordance with paragraph 5.4 of the Council’s Housing Allocations Policy.

(2) That MAK be informed that should the rent arrears be cleared and paid off in full, he could reapply to join the Transfer List.

5.
APPEAL BY DAM

(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraph 3)

The Manager – Client and Enabling submitted details of an appeal by DAM against the policy not to allow inclusion onto the Housing Register due to a previous unspent conviction for the supply of controlled drugs.

DAM was present at the meeting and represented by Ms H Loy, Probation Officer.  

Ms Loy outlined the reasons for the appeal.

Ms Loy and DAM then responded to Members’ questions in relation thereto.

Members gave detailed consideration to the matter, in particular the efforts made by DAM to re‑establish her family and the wellbeing of the children.

RESOLVED – (1) That the appeal be upheld and DAM be allowed inclusion  onto the Housing Register.

(2) That the new tenancy be subject to support being provided by Social Services in Carlisle in the resettlement of the family.

6.
APPEAL BY ME

(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraph 3)

The Manager – Client and Enabling submitted details of an appeal by ME against the policy not to allow inclusion onto the Housing Register due to rent arrears in respect of a former tenancy.

ME  and Ms A Storey (Social Worker for ME’s daughter) were present at the meeting, outlined the reasons for the appeal and responded to Members’ questions in relation thereto.

Members then gave detailed consideration to the matter, in particular ME’s personal circumstances and the wellbeing of her children.

RESOLVED – That the appeal be upheld and ME be allowed inclusion onto the Housing Register, subject to the Director of Housing being satisfied that ME has demonstrated a willingness to repay the former tenant arrears.

[The meeting ended at 4.15 pm]

