CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 2 MAY 2006 AT 6.45 PM
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Fisher), Councillors Aldersey, Allison, Bloxham, Boaden, C S Bowman, Mrs M Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Hendry, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, K Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Warwick, R Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson.

C.71/06
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Atkinson, Dodd, P Farmer and Stothard.

C.72/06
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings of the City Council held on 23 February and 7 March 2006 were signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meetings.

C.73/06
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bradley, Glendinning, Hendry, Knapton, Patrick, Quilter, Southward, Stockdale and Warwick declared personal interests in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.063/06 (Cumbria School Organisation Review – Carlisle Local Partnership Group – Options for Secondary Education) of the Executive Minutes of 20 March 2006 as they served as school governors.

Councillor Hodgson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.043/06 (Cumbria Safer and Stronger Communities Agreement 2006/07 as he was a Member of Cumbria County Council.

Councillors Aldersey, Allison and Mrs N Farmer declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Item 17(a) (Notices of Motion – Lonsdale Cinema) as they had been involved in this issue.

Councillor Collier declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Item 18(ii) (Joint Committee – Supplementary Planning Documents) as he served on the County Council’s Planning Committee.

Councillor Toole declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Item 18(ii) (Joint Committee – Supplementary Planning Documents) as he served on the County Council’s Planning Committee.  Councillor Toole also declared a personal interest in respect of any matter relating to the County Council as he served as a County Councillor.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute COS.23/06 (Special Projects Fund) of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 23 February 2006 as she was a Board Member of the Carlisle Housing Association.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson also declared a personal interest in respect of any matter relating to the County Council as she served as a County Councillor.

Councillor Mitchelson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of any reference to Cumbria Vision as he served as the City Council’s representative on this body.

Councillor Stevenson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any matter relating to Carlisle Renaissance by reason of his employment.

C.74/06
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Mayor

The Mayor expressed her congratulations to Carlisle United on the Club’s excellent achievement in securing promotion to Division One of the Football League.

(b) Leader of the City Council

The Leader reported that, on 24 March 2006, he had circulated an e-mail to all Members of the Council and the Senior Management Team advising that the duties within the Finance and Resources Portfolio would, for the time being, be undertaken by Councillor Jefferson alongside his current Policy and Performance Management Portfolio.

(c) Members of the Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.75/06
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS 

Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.1 and 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief 

Executive and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or

deputations had been submitted by members of the public.

C.76/06
EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor 

Bloxham seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 20 March and 24 April 2006.

Members questioned the Leader and Portfolio Holders on details of the above Minutes.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 20 March and 24 April 2006 be received.

C.77/06
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting:

(i) Health and Community Activities;

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct as she served as a Board Member on the local Acute Hospital Trust.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson withdrew from the meeting room during consideration of the Health and Community Activities Portfolio Holder’s Report.

(ii) Corporate Resources;

(iii) Policy and Performance Management/Finance and Resources;

(iv) Promoting Carlisle;

(v) Economic Prosperity;

(vi) Environment, Infrastructure and Transport;

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their reports, and it was:

RESOLVED -
That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received

C.78/06
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMEN’S REPORTS

(a) Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee

Councillor Mrs Prest presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED - That the Chairman’s report be received.

(b) Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Boaden moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meetings of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 30 March and 13 April 2006 be received and adopted.  Councillor Boaden also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 30 March and 13 April 2006, together with the Chairman’s Report, be received and adopted.

(c) Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Mrs Prest moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 23 February and 6 April 2006, be received and adopted.  The Chairman’s Report of Councillor P Farmer was also presented.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 23 February and 6 April 2006, together with the Chairman’s report, be received and adopted.

(d) Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 9 March 2006 be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson also presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 9 March 2006, together with the Chairman’s Report, be received and adopted.

(e) Overview and Scrutiny Annual Report 2005/06

Councillor Mrs Prest presented the Annual Report on the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny function for 2005/06 and drew attention to the work undertaken by the Overview and Scrutiny Committees under their various functional headings.

RESOLVED - That the report be noted.

C.79/06
LICENSING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 12 April 2006 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 12 April 2006 be received and adopted.

C.80/06
REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 8 March and 12 April 2006 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meetings of the Regulatory Panel held on 8 March and 12 April 2006 be received and adopted.

C.81/05
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Morton moved, and Councillor Bloxham seconded, that the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 8 and 10 March 2006 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting on the Development Control Committee held on 8 and 10 March 2006 be received and adopted.

C.82/06
ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

Councillor Stevenson moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meetings of the Accounts Committee held on 7 March and 19 April 2006 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meetings of the Accounts Committee 

held on 7 March and 19 April 2006 be received and adopted.

C.83/06
NOTICES OF MOTION

(a) Lonsdale Cinema
Councillors Bloxham, Bradley, Earp, Glendinning, Jefferson, McDevitt, Luckley, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs C Rutherford, Scarborough and Styth declared personal interests in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct as Members, or substitute Members, of the Development Control Committee.  They withdrew from the Chamber whilst this Motion was dealt with.

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Motion submitted by Councillor Boaden:


“This Council calls upon the Executive to arrange to undertake at the earliest opportunity a full public consultation on whether there is public support for the retention of the Lonsdale Cinema building and its redevelopment as a possible Arts Centre/Theatre for Carlisle.


The outcomes of this process should form part of the research underpinning the recently commissioned Feasibility Study into development of Arts Centre/Theatre provision for Carlisle”.

The motion was seconded by Councillor Stockdale.

Councillor Knapton moved an amendment to the above Motion of Councillor Boaden by:

“Paragraph 1 - delete words from ‘calls’ to ‘whether,’ inclusive, and insert ‘acknowledges that.’

Paragraph 2 - delete ‘the outcomes of this process should’ and insert ‘The Lonsdale will.’

The Motion would then read

“This Council acknowledges that there is public support for the retention of the Lonsdale Cinema building and its redevelopment as a possible Arts Centre/Theatre for Carlisle.

The Lonsdale will form part of the research underpinning the recently commissioned feasibility study into development of the Arts Centre/Theatre provision for Carlisle.”

Councillor Mitchelson seconded the above amendment.

Following discussion and voting thereon, the amendment of Councillor Knapton was not approved.

Councillor Hodgson moved an amendment to the above Motion of Councillor Boaden as follows:

“The motion does not address the most important issue arising from the timetable of the feasibility study.  This research is to be completed by September 2006 followed by the options and business plan by June 2007.  By this time the Lonsdale may well have been demolished unless of course the building is listed.

It is on this basis that we propose the following additional paragraph to the motion in whatever form emerges from the debate.

Additional Paragraph reads:

In view of the long time frame for the feasibility study and the subsequent business case, we call upon the Executive to enter into discussions with Empera Estates, to seek their co-operation in protecting the building until the outcome is published.”

Councillor Tootle seconded the above amendment.

Following discussion and voting thereon, it was

RESOLVED – That the Motion of Councillor Boaden, as amended by Councillor Hodgson, be agreed – 

“This Council calls upon the Executive to arrange to undertake at the earliest opportunity a full public consultation on whether there is public support for the retention of the Lonsdale Cinema building and its redevelopment as a possible Arts Centre/Theatre for Carlisle.

The outcomes of this process should form part of the research underpinning the recently commissioned Feasibility Study into development of Arts Centre/Theatre provision for Carlisle.

In view of the long time frame for the feasibility study and the subsequent business case, we call upon the Executive to enter into discussions with Empera Estates, to seek their co-operation in protecting the building until the outcome is published.”

(b)
Planning Services - Staffing
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Motion submitted by Councillor Martlew:

“In view of the fact that our Planning Services are now a “Standard Service,” or in educational parlance “In special measures,” and in view of the fact that the Government Office North West consider our Planning Department to be understaffed, i.e., we have 7.5 Officers, including the Manager, whereas the recommendation is 9.5 Officers, excluding the Manager (based on 1400 applications in 2005), the Council call on the Executive to begin recruitment of additional staff as a matter of urgency.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor K Rutherford.

Following discussion and voting thereon, the motion of Councillor Martlew as set out above was AGREED.

C.84/06
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(a)
Local Authority Business Growth Initiative

Pursuant to Minute EX.075/06, consideration was given to a report of the Director of Development Services regarding the use of funding of £422,000 awarded to the City Council in 2005/06 under the Local Authority Business Growth Initiative.

Councillor Mrs Bowman moved, and Councillor Mitchelson seconded, and 

RESOLVED - That the City Council agrees that the Local Authority Business Growth Initiative grant allocation of £422,000 for 2005/06 be used for economic development initiatives.

(b)
Joint Committee – Supplementary Planning Documents

Pursuant to Minute EX.090/06, consideration was given to a report of the Head of Planning Services regarding progress towards the establishment of a Joint Committee for the production of Supplementary Planning Documents.  Given that agreement on an overall policy for the whole of the County seemed unlikely to be achieved, the Executive was recommending that the most appropriate way forward was the option of a joint working approach at Officer level for the preparation of Supplementary Planning Documents which could be considered by each Authority individually for adoption.

Councillor Bloxham moved, and Councillor Mitchelson seconded, and it was

RESOLVED – That the City Council agrees that the most appropriate way forward was the option of a joint working approach at Officer level for the preparation of Supplementary Planning Documents which could be considered by each Authority individually for adoption.

(c)
Play Area Policy

Pursuant to Minute EX.077/06, consideration was given to a report of the Director of Community Services regarding a policy for the assessment and prioritisation of play areas owned by the City Council which will be used to determine an investment programme.

Councillor Knapton moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded, and it was

RESOLVED – That the Play Area Policy be approved and adopted.

C.85/06
ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

Pursuant to Minute AC.16/06, to consider the following reference from the Accounts Committee:-

(a)
That the Accounts Committee recommend that the City Council approve the Draft Audit Committee Rules of Governance (as amended) with a view to the Audit Committee being established as part of the Council’s governance arrangements as from the Annual Council Meeting on 22 May 2006.

(b)
That full Council be asked to determine whether the Audit Committee should be comprised of 5 or 6 Members.

Discussion arose on the number of Members who should sit on the Audit Committee and, following a vote, it was agreed that this be set at 7 Members.

RESOLVED - (1) That the City Council approves the Draft Audit Committee Rules of Governance (as amended) with a view to the Audit Committee being established as part of the Council’s governance arrangements as from the Annual Council Meeting on 22 May 2006.

(2) That the Audit Committee comprise 7 Members.

C.86/06 
OPERATION OF PROVISIONS RELATING TO CALL IN AND  


URGENCY

(a)
Decisions Taken as a Matter of Urgency

Pursuant to Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 15(1), the Director of Legal and Democratic Services submitted Report LDS.25/06 detailing decisions of the Executive which it had been agreed should be taken as urgent decisions and dealt with as matters of urgency without the need for call-in.

RESOLVED – That Report LDS.25/06 setting out decisions taken as a matter of urgency since the last meeting of the Council be noted and agreed.

(b)
Annual Report

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services submitted report LDS.26/06 on the operation of the call in and urgency procedures over the past twelve months in accordance with Rule 15(j) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules.

RESOLVED - That the report be noted.

C.87/06
COMMUNICATIONS
(a)  Correspondence

There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring forward as a matter of urgency.

(b)  Retiring Councillors

The Mayor reported that this would be the last meeting of the City Council for Councillor Joscelyne, who had served on the City Council for 12 years, and Councillor K Rutherford, who had served on the City Council for 5 years, and who were not seeking re-election to the Council.

Councillors Bradley, Mitchelson, Hodgson and the Mayor, along with other Members, paid tribute to the contribution which Councillors Joscelyne and K Rutherford had made to the work of the Council during their time in office.

Councillors Joscelyne and K Rutherford responded by thanking Members for their kind comments.

(The meeting ended at 9.15pm)

