

REPORT TO COUNCIL – 2 MAY 2006

As this is the last Council of the municipal year I thought that it would be of interest to have a year’s review of what Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee has done in scrutiny.

We have been involved with:

· Waste minimisation  This has been our main theme for the year and have been engaged in various workshops which have helped shape the proposals for alternate weekly collections.  We also had three Members of the Committee who also sat on a special Task Group to examine these issues in more detail.  We have come a long way with this and have worked closely with the Portfolio Holder to make sure that Carlisle is in a position to add value to the growing issue of waste minimisation and re-cycling of our household waste.  To get the message across to the public, road shows have been held at various meetings of the Neighbourhood forums.

· Environmental Performance of the Council  Measures are now in place to implement many of the recommendations made by the Committee in its 2003 Report on Environmental Performance of the Council.  Further more the Committee has played a very active role in overseeing developments.

· Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act  Again through workshops and presentations the Committee has considered how the City Council should implement measures contained in the Act.  

· Local Plan  The Committee have made recommendations for improvements in the Local Plan.

· Evening and Night-time Economy  This work was cross Committee working with evidence gathered from the various organisations to help form the report on the growing issues around early evening and the Night Time Economy.  This has led to the forthcoming opening of various facilities and shops in the city on a Thursday evening up to 7 pm in the first place to see how the new scheme is working with a view of opening up until 9 pm if the public and residents of Carlisle District so wish.  This is a very important step in bridging the gap between workers and shoppers leaving the town at 5 pm and the start of the Night Time Economy after 9 pm.  It is hoped that more families will come into the City Centre in the early evening and use the late opening of shops and food outlets.  It is also hoped that workers in the City will delay their return home to shop and eat, helping to stagger the work to home run and traffic congestion.

· Carlisle Renaissance  This on going work in partnership with Cumbria County Council and other organisations to help regenerate the City with input from residents of what they want their City to be.

· Abandoned Vehicles which the Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act will help to enforce.

· Budget  The Committee has been able to make suggestions and have an input into the budget process.  It is now this Committee’s intention to have an ongoing list of issues that have been highlighted throughout the year in our various report and workings of the Committee that need funding so that at the Budget consultation meetings of this Committee we will be able to add value by demonstrating that issues will be able to be put into priority order for funding.

· 3 Rivers Strategy  Again policy input through a workshop.

As Chairman I would like to thank all the Members of this Committee for the very good and professional working relationship that we have all had.  It has allowed the above work to be done and for this Committee to add value to the Council’s policies and for the residents of Carlisle District – thank-you.

Also I would like to thank all the Committee Clerks for the notes taken at our meetings, the various Officers for their reports and for the continued support of our Scrutiny Officer Dr David Taylor.  

Councillor Elizabeth Mallinson

Chairman.
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