
Cumbria Local Authorities Strategic Board

(CLASB)

Notes of the Meeting held on Friday 9 January 2009 at 10.00am
Frenchfield Sports Pavilion, Penrith
Present:
Councillor Joe Milburn (Chair)
Allerdale Borough Council

Maggie Mooney
Carlisle City Council and 

Allerdale Borough Council


Councillor Ken Williams (sub)
Barrow Borough Council

Tom Campbell
Barrow Borough Council

Councillor M Mitchelson
Carlisle City Council


Councillor Elaine Woodburn
Copeland Borough Council


Fergus McMorran (sub)
Copeland Borough Council


Councillor Stewart Young
Cumbria County Council


Jill Stannard (sub)

Cumbria County Council

Councillor Colin Nineham
Eden District Council

Kevin Douglas
Eden District Council

Councillor Brendan Jameson
South Lakeland District Council


Peter Ridgway
South Lakeland District Council


Councillor Winston Collinge 
Cumbria Association of Local Councils


Guy Richardson
Cumbria Association of Local Councils


Bill Jefferson
Lake District National Park

Richard Leafe
Lake District National Park

Also Present:


Richard Greenwood
Cumbria Vision


Graham Harrison
Cumbria County Council


Sue Stevenson
Cumbria Strategic Partnership


Michael Hyatt
Cumbria County Council


J Stannard
Cumbria County Council


Alex McKenzie
Cumbria County Council

Jo Brabbins (minutes)
Eden District Council

	Clasb/

37/1/09
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from L Murphy, Copeland Borough Council, P Stybelski, Cumbria County Council and Cllr J Richardson, Barrow Borough Council.


	ACTION

	Clasb/

38/1/09
	Declarations of Interest

a.  Councillor C Nineham declared a personal interest in item 12 on the agenda (Joint Scrutiny Arrangements) in his capacity as an Overview and Scrutiny Member of Cumbria County Council and therefore as a dual Member.

b.  Councillor C Nineham declared a personal interest in item 8 on the agenda (Expression of Interest in Establishing a Joint Waste Authority) in his capacity as a trustee of Eden Community Recycling.


	

	Clasb/

39/1/09
	Cumbria Vision/NWDA Discussion

The Meeting received a presentation from Richard Greenwood (Cumbria Vision) detailing progress made to secure NWDA funding, through the agreed Joint Investment Plan, since his last report to Clasb in June 2008. 

He presented a short briefing and summary of the Cumbria Economic Plan and draft Cumbria Sub-Regional Action Plan, to be approved at a special meeting of the Cumbria Vision Board on 6 February 2009, including a summary of the processes and consultations together with current and future interventions.  

He expressed confidence that the programme of funding for Cumbrian Economic Development projects for the coming year was secure and that progress was being made to agree further projects established as priority through the developing Area Delivery Boards.

He emphasised the role of Planning Authorities in their communication with the private sector and in support for small building firms who would be the most likely to preserve building skills through the economic down-turn.

Members voiced concern that a representative from the NWDA had been unable to attend the meeting, that NWDA procedure for approval of new projects was still required to be followed, that delegation to Cumbria Vision for project approval had not yet been established and that the NWDA continued to approve projects (e.g. Lowther Castle) that had not been identified as a priority for Cumbria.

It was AGREED that a letter be sent to S Broomhead, NWDA, expressing Clasb’s concerns and requesting his attendance at the next meeting.


	Allerdale/

MM

	Clasb/

40/1/09
	Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 October 2008 were agreed as a correct record of proceedings.

	

	Clasb/

41/1/09


	Outstanding Nominations for 4NW sub Groups

The following nominations (outstanding from the meeting on 15 August and 3 October) were noted and approved:

Regional Planning Group – Cllr R Bird (CCC)
Regional Transport Group – Cllr I Stewart (CCC)
Sustainable Economic Development Group – Cllr T Knowles (CCC)

Review and Scrutiny – Cllr J Stocker (CCC)
	

	Clasb/

42/1/09
	Recommendation for the position of Chair of 4NW from the Cumbria Sub-region

Nomination by Councillor S Young

Seconded by Councillor C Nineham

And AGREED that Councillor Hazel Harding, Lancashire County Council be the Clasb nomination for the position of Chair of 4NW


	MH/CCC

	Clasb/

43/1/09
	Thematic Partnership Inclusion of relevant Portfolio Holders

S Stevenson gave a verbal update on the progress made for the inclusion of relevant Portfolio Holders into the work of the thematic partnerships.  The CSP had commissioned a self-review and would make an initial report by March 2009 with a view to finalising recommendations by November.


	

	Clasb/

44/1/09


	Expression of Interest in Establishing a Joint Waste Authority

The Meeting received a letter and other correspondence relating to the proposal from the Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership to submit an Expression of Interest in the form required by Defra for the development of a joint waste authority for Cumbria.  Graham Harrison, Cumbria County Council, explained that the completion of the questionnaire and its submission to Defra did not commit the Waste Partnership to proceed fully to the establishment of a joint authority. 

It was AGREED that the draft Joint Waste Authority Expression of Interest Form be approved for submission to Defra with a minor amendment to the wording under ‘other comments’ to remove the indication that authorities were ‘not yet fully committed’ in the development of a Joint Waste Authority.


	GH/CCC

	Clasb/

45/1/09
	Calling Cumbria Final Report/Task and Finish Group Recommendations

The meeting received a report and presentation from Sue Stevenson, Cumbria Strategic Partnership, setting out the progress made following the circulation of the ‘Calling Cumbria’ and the ‘Counting Cumbria’ reports together with the steps taken to re-style meeting work in line with recommendations made through the ‘Networking Cumbria’ task and finish group.  Members were encouraged to attend a presentation at Rheged on 30 January of the findings of the ‘Counting Cumbria’ report.

She reported the success of the ‘Focus on’ and ‘Deep Dive’ events already held and encouraged Members to contribute to future events by emphasising their value within their authorities and by sending the appropriate number and seniority of delegates.

It was noted that the Networking Cumbria Group wished to continue with its work.  Michael Hyatt advised the meeting that the Audit Commission would be working to produce a report on Governance issues with an emphasis on management of risk.

The draft programme of ‘Focus On’ events was noted an endorsed.


	

	Clasb/

46/1/09
	Tackling Health Inequalities in Cumbria

The Meeting received a presentation from Jill Stannard, Cumbria County Council, regarding the Audit Commission report ‘Tackling Health Inequalities in Cumbria’

It was noted that progress had been made through co-ordinated action by Thematic Partnerships but that the actual impact of adjustments to direction of funding could not yet be seen through the statistical information available.  Cumbria County Council had adopted a Health and Well-being Strategy in order to involve its full staff in their own and their customers’ health issues.

It would be important to continue to target vulnerable areas in Cumbria and to link Health inequality issues with economic development priorities.

The report was Noted.


	

	Clasb/

47/1/09
	Draft Cumbria Climate Change Action Plan

The Meeting received a report from Richard Leafe and Alex McKenzie on behalf of the CSP Task Group on Climate Change, previewing the contents of the draft Cumbria Climate Change Action Plan before its submission to the CSP for approval on 16 March 2009 and implementation from 1 April.

It was AGREED that

a.  the report be noted and that the draft climate change action plan be circulated to all CSP organisations in January 2009 for consideration and approval, and

b.  CSP organisations be asked to send representatives to the CSP meeting on 16 March with a mandate to formally sign up to the Cumbria Climate Change Commitment and the Climate Change Action Plan so that implementation can begin on 1 April 2009.


	AM

AM/All

	Clasb/

48/1/09
	Joint Scrutiny Arrangements

Members expressed concern that Cumbria County Council was proposing to delay the provision of funding for the appointment of a Joint Scrutiny Post to support the review of the Cumbria Community Strategy and Local Area Agreement until the new 2009/10 financial year.  It was noted that the arrangements for the post had been agreed for some time as a priority for contributing authorities.

Cumbria County Council representatives undertook to examine budgets and advise Clasb Members as soon as possible as to the availability of funding for the Joint Scrutiny Post.


	JS/SY/CCC

	Clasb/

49/1/09
	Items for Next Meeting

The following items were confirmed for future meetings:

27 February 2009:

a.  Nomination of West Cumbria for New Nuclear Bid – (S Kemp, CCC)

b.  Recession Planning – (M Mooney, Allerdale/Carlisle)

8 May 2009

a.  Audit Commission CAA Presentation – (D Hoole)


	

	Clasb/

50/1/09
	Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held at 10am on Friday 27 February 2009.


	


The meeting closed at 12 Noon
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