CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 1 JUNE 2004 AT 6:45 PM

PRESENT: 
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Pattinson), Councillors Aldersey, Atkinson, Bain, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Farmer, Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Ms Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Guest, Hendry, Hodgson, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J), Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Robinson, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Ms Watson, Watson ®, Weber and Weedall

C.112/04
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bowditch, Im Thurn, McMillan, Ms Quilter, Toole and Wilson.

C.113/04
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 27 April and 17 May 2004 were signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meetings.

C.114/04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mrs Crookdake declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute IOS.59/04 Review of Carlisle District Local Plan – Allocations.  Councillor Mrs Crookdake stated that her family owned land in Carlisle under consideration in that regard.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.107/04 and IOS.66/04 Amenity Lighting Programme 2004/05.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson stated that her inteest was in respect of her membership on the board of Carlisle Housing Association.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson also declared a personal interest in respect of Minute COS.74/04 Talkin Tarn.  Councillor Mallinson stated that her interest was in respect of her role as a member of the Cumbria County Council.

C.115/04
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a)
The Mayor

The Mayor reported the recent death of Lord Mayor Hermann Stell on 4 May 2004.  She informed Council that Herr Stell had been Mayor and City Treasurer of Flensburg from 1993 and as from 1 October 1999 he had been the first directly elected Lord Mayor of the City of Flensburg.  The Council stood for a minute’s silence in memory of Hermann Stell and in recognition of his contribution to the life of Carlisle’s twin city of Flensburg.

The Mayor also reported that this would be last Council meeting attended by Councillors Mallinson J and  Councillor Robinson and she thanked them for their contribution to the work of the Council and wished them a long and happy retirement from the City Council, although they would continue as County Councillors.

The Mayor also thanked Councillor Bain for supporting her in providing refreshments to Members following Council Meetings.

The Mayor reported that she had received a token for a buffet for four at the Shanghai Shanghai Restaurant and offered the voucher to Members in return for a contribution to the Mayor’s Charity.

(b)
Leader of the Council

There were no announcements from the Leader of the City Council.

(c)
Members of the Executive

The Corporate Resources Portfolio Holder announced that following a review of the evacuation procedure for the Civic Centre, a procedure for Members to sign in and out had now been implemented.  She asked that Members sign in and sign out when entering/leaving the Civic Centre as part of the revised proposals for evacuating the Civic Centre.

(d)
Town Clerk and Chief Executive

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive announced that the Head of Legal and Democratic Services was engaged on electoral duties relating to the postal vote for European and District Council Elections, but he was available and would attend the Council Meeting if he was required.

C.116/04
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 and Procedure Rule 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or deputations had been received from members of the public.

C.117/04
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the Council.

C.118/04
EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11, Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 26 April 7 and 17 May 2004.

Members questioned the Leader and Portfolio Holders on details of the above Minute and it was:

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 26 April 7 and 17 May 2004 be received.

C.119/04
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in Paragraph 7 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.

C.120/04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Jefferson, Collier, Farmer, Watson (R), Weber, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J), Robinson, Glendinning and Aldersey declared a personal interest in the following item of business.  They declared that their interest was in respect of their roles as members of the Cumbria County Council.

C.121/04
EX.94/04 TALKIN TARN

A Member asked a question of the Portfolio Holder for Environment, Infrastructure and Transport in respect of the negotiations with the County Council relating to the City Council’s proposal to acquire the Talkin Tarn estate.

The Portfolio Holder for Environment, Infrastructure and Transport responded to the question and confirmed that the Executive wished, in principle, to proceed with the transfer of ownership of Talkin Tarn and to explore the opportunities for cultural, environmental and educational enhancements at Talkin Tarn.

C.122/04
PUBLIC AND PRESS

The Council thereupon continued its business in open Committee.

C.123/04
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders were circulated prior to the meeting:

(i)
Health and Community Activities

(ii)
Corporate Resources

(iii)
Policy Performance Management Finance and Resources

(iv)
Promoting Carlisle

(v)
Economic Prosperity

(vi)
Environment Infrastructure and Transport

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their report and it was:

RESOLVED – (1) That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2)  That the Portfolio Holder for Policy Performance and Finance write to all Members to inform them of progress with the ACE project which was a joint Cumbria Local Authority National Park project aimed at enhancing Member and Officer development.

C.124/04
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

(a)
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee

Councillor Dodd moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 22 April 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Dodd also submitted the Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 22 April 2004, together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(b)
Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded that the Minutes of the meetings of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 6 May 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson also presented her Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 6 May 2004, together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(c)
Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Guest moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 20 April and 13 May 2004, together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 20 April & 13 May 2004, together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(d)
Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Mrs Rutherford moved and Councillor Mrs Martlew seconded that the Minutes of the meetings of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 15 April and 12 May 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Rutherford also presented her Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 15 April and 12 May 2004, together with the Chariman’s report be received and adotped.

C.125/04
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY ANNUAL REPORT 2003/04

Councillor Jefferson presented the Annual Report on the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee for 2003/04 and drew attention to the work undertaken by the Overview and Scrutiny Committees under their various functional headings.  He commented on the impact of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees on the corporate workings of the authority and drew attention in particular to the reference in the Council’s CPA report, that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee had been set up to provide both a challenge and policy development support to the Executive, and whilst the role was not yet fully understood and embedded there were early examples of engagement of Overview and Scrutiny in monitoring service delivery, driving Best Value Reviews and challenging the Executive.

Councillor Jefferson concluded that Overview and Scrutiny was making a strong contribution to the authority’s corporate agenda but was also acting as a critical friend.  He added that review mechanisms were in place to monitor the performance of Overview and Scrutiny and there was determination to continue to improve, develop and succeed.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.

C.126/04
LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and it was seconded by Councillor Collier that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 28 April 2004 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 28 April 2004 be received and adopted.

C.127/04
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier moved and it was seconded by Councillor Morton that the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 28 and 30 April 2004 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 28 and 30 April 2004 be received and adopted.

C.128/04
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and it was seconded by Councillor Dodd that the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 20 May 2004 be received and adopted.

Councillor Mallinson also recorded his appreciation for the help of Officers supporting him in his role as Chairman of the Standards Committee.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 10 May 2004 be received and adopted.

C.129/04
NOTICE OF MOTION

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Mrs Pattinson:-

“That Carlisle City Council supports in principle the aims of the Fair Trade Group in Carlisle to turn Carlisle into a Fair Trade City.”

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Mitchelson.  Following further expressions of support, the above Motion was AGREED.

C.130/04
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(i)
EX.86/04
Local Government Investments

Pursuant to Minute EX.86/04, consideration was given to a report of the Head of Finance (FS.6/04) regarding the Council’s Investment Strategy for 2004/05.  The Executive had recommended that the Investment Strategy for 2004/05 as set out in Appendix A and the Schedule of Approved Counter Party Classes, as set out in Appendixes B to D of the above report, be approved by the City Council.

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED that the City Council’s Investment Strategy for 2004/05, as set out in Appendix A to Report FS.6/04 and the Schedule of Approved Counter Party Classes as set out in Appendices B to D of Report FS.6/04, be approved.

(ii)
EX.99/04
Review of Carlisle and District Local Plan

Pursuant to Minute EX.99/04, consideration was given to a Report from the Head of Planning Services (P.31/04) regarding the Revised Carlisle and District Local Plan.  The Executive had recommended that the policies and proposals, as set out in the Plan, be forwarded to the City Council for the Council to approve the publishing of the “Deposit Draft” Carlisle District Local Plan Review 2001-2016.

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the policies and proposals as set out in the Plan be approved and the Council approve the publishing of the “Deposit Draft” Carlisle District Local Plan Review 2001-2016.

Councillor Weber moved an amendment to the above Motion as follows:-


“Local Plan Housing Land Allocations Paragraph 5.92 – 5.94 Page 88

That the area of land designated in Ellesmere Way as housing land allocated be deleted from that section of the Morton Development Plan and be retain as Open Space”.

Councillor Farmer seconded the amendment.

Declaration of Interest

Councillor Mrs Styth declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial under the Council’s Code of Conduct and she left the meeting during the discussion in respect of the above amendment relating to the Morton Development Plan.  She stated that her interest was as the owner of property on Ellesmere Way.

After some discussion and voting thereon, the amendment of Councillor Weber was lost.

Following further discussions, the following Motion of Councillor Bloxham was AGREED:

“That the policies and proposals as set out in the Plan be approved and the City Council approve the publishing of the “Deposit Draft” Carlisle District Local Plan Review 2001-2016”

(iii)
EX.100/04  
Joint Carlisle and Eden Community Strategy

Pursuant to Minute EX.100/04, consideration was given to a Report from the Head of Strategic and Performance Services (SP.23/04) regarding the Draft Joint Carlisle and Eden Community Strategy.  The Executive had recommended the City Council to adopt the Draft Joint Carlisle and Eden Community Strategy as amended to take account of the views of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Councillor Firth moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded, and it was AGREED that the Draft Joint Carlisle and Eden Community Strategy, as amended to take account of the views of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees, be agreed and adopted.

(iv)
EX.102/04 
People Strategy

Pursuant to Minute EX.102/04, consideration was given to a report of the Head of Member Support and Employee Services regarding the adoption of a People Strategy which was referred to Council by the Executive.

The Portfolio Holder for Corporate Resources, in moving the adoption of the People Strategy, drew Members’ attention to the section of Report ME.14/04 which related to the Council’s aims, objectives and priorities.  She informed Members that those aims, objectives and priorities were based on the Draft Corporate Plan and Priorities.  However, the Executive, at its meeting on 24 May 2004, had made a number of amendments to the Corporate Plan and List of Priorities and a paper setting out amendments to Section 5 of the Report ME14.04 – People Strategy so that it corresponded with the Council’s priorities had been circulated.

Councillor Geddes moved that the City Council adopt the People Strategy, as set out in Report ME.14/04, as Council Policy subject to the amended Section 5 (Council Aims Objectives and Priorities) a copy of which had been circulated which had been amended to correspond with the Corporate Plan and Priorities.  Councillor Firth seconded the above Motion.

RESOLVED – That the People Strategy, as set out in Report ME.14/04, be adopted as Council Policy, subject to the amendments of Section 5 (Council Aims Objectives and Priorities) a copy of which had been circulated which had been amended to correspond with the Corporate Plan and Priorities.

(v)
Geographic Information System (GIS)/Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) Tender

Pursuant to Minute EX.116/04, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that £165,130 of funding be released from the £256,000 GIS Capital Budget for 2004/05 to implement the Recommended Corporate GIS Solution for Carlisle.

Councillor Bloxham moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED that the Council release £165,130 funding from the £256,000 GIS LLPG Capital Budget for 2004/05 to implement the Recommended GIS Solution for Carlisle.

(vi)
Corporate/Performance Plan

Pursuant to Minute EX.117/04, consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Strategy and Performance (SP.21/04) regarding the final draft of the Corporate Plan incorporating the Council’s statutory requirements for this year’s Performance Plan.  Following the Executive meeting on 24 May 2004, a number of amendments had been made to the Corporate Priorities Section, and a copy of that Section amended had been circulated separately under cover of Report SP.22/04.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded and it was AGREED that the Corporate Plan for 2004-07 as attached to Report SP.22/04 and amended in respect of the Sections relating to Corporate Priorities (pages 8-13) as attached to Report SP.22/04

C.131/04
LICENSING ACT 2003



STRUCTURE OF LICENSING COMMITTEE

Pursuant to Minute LRP.30/04, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Licensing Panel that following the Local Government Elections on 10 June 2004, the number of Members on the Licensing and Regulatory Panel be increased from 8 to 12.

Councillor Morton moved and it was seconded and AGREED that following the Local Government Elections on 10 June 2004 the number of Members on the Licensing and Regulatory Panel be increased from 8 to 12 and the Head of Legal and Democratic Services take any necessary action.

C.132/04
ELECTED MEMBERS ALLOWANCES – UPDATE 2004
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