REGULATORY PANEL

WEDNESDAY 12 APRIL 2006 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Parsons (Chairman), Boaden, C S Bowman, Crookdake (substitute for Councillor Bloxham), Farmer H, Farmer P (substitute for Councillor Tootle), Morton, Prest, Scarborough, Stockdale, Warwick (substitute for Councillor Styth).

RP.08/06
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillors Bloxham, Styth, Tootle and Wilson.

RP.09/06

AGENDA ITEMS

The Licensing Manager requested that Agenda Item B.1, Application for Hackney Carriage driving licence, be deferred until the next meeting of the Regulatory Panel.  He stated that he was still waiting for the applicant’s CRB check to come back.

RESOLVED – That Agenda Item B.1 be deferred until the next meeting of the Regulatory Panel.

RP.010/06
GAMING ACT 1968




GAMING PERMIT – THE GRIFFIN

The Licensing Manager submitted report LDS.17/06 regarding an application to grant a Gaming Permit for 5 gaming machines to the Griffin, Court Square, Carlisle.

Mr Hepper, the applicant and Mr Williamson, Leisure Link Limited, were in attendance at the meeting.

The Principal Solicitor outlined the procedure the Panel would follow to Mr Hepper and Mr Hepper confirmed that he had received and read the Licensing Manager’s report.

The Licensing Manager reported that the function of issuing gaming permits had previously been the responsibility of the Magistrates and when the Local Authority took over the responsibility of liquor licensing the issue of gaming permits had also transferred.

He reported that on 4 January 2006 the Regulatory Panel agreed that Officers would be authorised to grant (but not refuse) an application for up to three gaming machines under section 34 of the Gaming Act 1968.

The application for five gaming machines was from The Spirit Group in respect of the Griffin.  The premises had a permit for four gaming machines which was issued by the magistrates on 12 October 2005.  The premises were allowed to retain that permit as an inherited right.

The Licensing Manager reported that Licensing Officers had visited the premises over a period of four weeks and he circulated the results of these findings to members of the Panel.

Mr Hepper then addressed the Panel.  He stated that the fifth machine is to be placed in the upstairs bar of the premises at the request of the customers.

Mr Williamson then addressed the Panel in support of the application.  Mr Williamson circulated a copy of a plan showing the positions of the existing gaming machines and figures showing the number of players on the machines and the averages for the rest of the Spirit Group.  He reported that the machines are all facing the bar so they can be supervised by staff and the fifth machine would be in a similar position.  He stated that the premises are adult only and no children are allowed.  He reported that a £35,000 refurbishment had taken place which included a plasma screen to increase the upstairs usage.

In response to Members’ questions, Mr Hepper reported that there were no gaming machines upstairs and it would not ease demand to move an existing machine upstairs.  He stated that the Licensing Officer findings show low usage as the peak times were early evening and late evening not the times the Licensing Officers had visited the premises.

The respective parties then withdrew from the meeting room whilst the Panel considered this matter.

RESOLVED – That the application for 5 gaming machines be granted to The Griffin, Court Square, Carlisle

RP.11/06
HACKNEY CARRIAGES – NON LONDON STYLE WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE – VEHICLE COLOUR

The Licensing Manager submitted report LDS.23/06 regarding an application to vary the colour of non London style wheelchair accessible Hackney Carriages from black or white to include red or blue.

Mr Graham, the applicant was in attendance at the meeting.

The Principal Solicitor outlined the procedure the Panel would follow to Mr Graham and Mr Graham confirmed that he had received and read the Licensing Manager’s report.

The Licensing Manager reported that in 1998 the Council’s policy was amended to allow vehicles other than Public Carriage Office Vehicles to be licensed as wheelchair accessible vehicles.  Applications would be referred to the Licensing Panel for consideration on individual merit.  The Panel had previously considered and approved a number of vehicles, in all cases a condition was included that the vehicle colour be black, to enable members of the public to identify taxis.

In 2003, following an application to the Licensing Panel from a licensed Hackney Carriage Driver, the policy was amended to include white vehicles.

Mr Graham, the applicant, a licensed Hackney Cariage Driver, had requested that the Council consider varying the colour policy on non London style wheelchair accessible hackney carriages to include red or blue.  The Licensing Officer requested that should the Panel consider granting the application, instead of granting blue or red, option 2 to any standard manufacturers colour may be more appropriate.

Mr Graham then addressed the Panel in support of his application.  He stated that his vehicle meets full M1 specifications and he wanted to use manufacturers’ colours instead of just black and white.  He stated that white is difficult to keep clean and black shows all the marks and scratches on the vehicle.  He stated that the pearlescent colours don’t show marks and looked better.

In response to questions, Mr Graham stated that other drivers would prefer the manufacturers’ colours and were waiting on the results of this Panel.   He also reported that the Taxi would be easily identifiable to members of the public as it would have the taxi sign built in on the roof and on the side and they had been in use in the City for several years.

The parties then left the meeting room whilst the Panel gave detailed consideration to this matter.

RESOLVED – That the Council’s Policy for the colour of approved non London style wheelchair accessible Hackney Carriages be changed to include any standard manufacturers’ colour.

(The meeting ended at 3.00pm)

