
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 25 SEPTEMBER 2006


EX.211/06
FORMULATION OF GAMBLING POLICY STATEMENT - GAMBLING ACT 2005 (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment and Infrastructure

Subject Matter

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services submitted Report LDS.68/06 concerning the provisions of the Gambling Act 2005 which gives new responsibilities to Licensing Authorities to undertake a number of licensing and regulatory functions in relation to gambling premises, including:-

(a)  Licensing premises for gambling activities;

(b)  Considering notices given for the temporary use of premises for gambling;

(c)  Granting permits for gaming and gaming machines in clubs and miners' welfare institutes;

(d)  Regulating gaming and gaming machines in alcohol licensed premises;

(e)  Granting permits to family entertainment centres for the use of certain lower stake gaming machines;

(f)  Granting permits for prize gaming;

(g)  Considering occasional use notices for betting at tracks;

(h)  Registering small societies' lotteries.

The Director submitted a draft Statement of Gambling Policy required under the legislation which set out the principles the City Council proposed to apply in exercising its functions under the Act.  The Policy had to be published one month before the 'first appointed day' which is 31 January 2007.

The draft Statement was based on one prepared by the Cumbria Licensing Officers' Forum and used by all Cumbrian Authorities during the consultation process.  It was accepted that individual Authorities may wish to amend the draft Statement to recognise local concerns.

The City Council's Licensing Committee had formed a Gambling Policy Working Group of Members to consider the draft statement and oversee the consultation process.

Councillor Bloxham, Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder, moved acceptance of the draft Statement as the basis for consultation.  He noted that the document had been prepared through a Countywide Officer Group and congratulated Licensing Officers in Carlisle who had taken a lead role in formulating the document.

A Member suggested that the Churches could be added to the list of consultees and the Director of Legal and Democratic Services undertook to raise this with the Licensing Manager.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Executive approves the content of the Gambling Policy Statement as the basis for consultation, to include the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee at their meeting on 18 October 2006.

Reasons for Decision

To secure the adoption of the Gambling Policy by the full Council in accordance with the required timetable.







