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C.45/09
PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS
(i)
Petition – Talkin Tarn Parking Charges
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a petition from the Brampton Parish Council objecting to the imposition of new parking charges at Talkin Tarn Country Park.  

In accordance with Procedure Rule 10.11, Mrs Pattinson addressed the Council on behalf of the petitioners.  She informed Members that the petition had been signed by approximately 2,000 people from across the City.  The Parish Council recognised the huge investment which had been made by the City Council at Talkin Tarn but felt that this funding would be futile if people were not able to afford to use the Tarn.  She reminded Members that the Tarn was a beautiful place and was much used by elderly people, people walking their dogs and others who enjoyed the Tarn, and a decision to introduce car parking charges there would be contrary to the City working towards a healthy city status.

She added that the Tarn was situated about a mile out of Brampton and there was no means of getting to the Tarn by public transport.  The parks in Carlisle were much more accessible but had no parking charges.  People in the rural areas already paid a parish precept which contributed towards the cost of services some of which were provided free of charge within the urban area.  She reminded Members that the Council’s corporate charging policy had a principal objective of promoting access to services and was based on equity and fairness, but she felt that a decision to impose a parking charge at Talkin Tarn would do the opposite.

Mrs Pattinson also commented that a decision to introduce parking charges at Talkin Tarn could result in drivers parking their vehicles on the road close to a level crossing or at the Tarn End Hotel, which could create road safety dangers.  She asked Members to reconsider the introduction of this parking charge, she accepted that the Council would need to offset the loss of a revenue contribution from the County Council which was due to end in 2010/11, but questioned what would happen at that time.  Would the charge be doubled to £2.

The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure presented Report CS.16/09 prepared by the Director of Community Services.  He informed Council that he was aware of the concerns of the Parish Council with regard to the introduction of the parking charges at Talkin Tarn, but reminded the Council that the original business case for Talkin Tarn had called for the introduction of parking charges.  He reminded Members of the background to the City Council taking over the Tarn and of the work which had been carried out to transform the Tarn into a place of beauty with facilities, paths and buildings that the Council could be proud of.  He added that he did not consider the introduction of car parking charges at the Tarn to be a tax on the rural areas, but that parking charges were levied on many beauty spots particularly in the Lake District, and that there was a need to provide an income at the Tarn in order to maintain the facilities which were there. 

The Portfolio Holder added that City Council’s budget had included a requirement to provide income at the Tarn of £26,000 which would be ring fenced for spending at the Tarn, and he also added that there were a large percentage of users who visited the Tarn from outside the district.  

He reminded Members that the Executive had agreed that there should be £26,000 of income budgeted for expenditure at the Tarn, but the actual makeup of that budget had not yet been agreed.

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mallinson seconded that the petition be received and referred to the Executive to consider how the charges at the Tarn might be levied to provide income of £26,000 in order to mitigate the problems caused by the introduction of parking charges.

A number of Members spoke in support of the petition and the sentiments expressed by the petitioner.  Some Members noted however that the Council had set its budget which included income based on parking charges at Talkin Tarn and questioned whether the Executive could give further consideration to the imposition of charges at Talkin Tarn without re-opening the budget debate.

RESOLVED – That the petition objecting to the imposition of parking charges at Talkin Tarn Country Park be referred back to the Executive, to enable the Executive to give further consideration to the matter.







