LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

WEDNESDAY 30 APRIL 2003 AT 2.00 PM
PRESENT:
Councillor Morton (Chairman), Councillors Aldersey, Atkinson, Bowman, Joscelyne, McDevitt (as substitute for Councillor Wilson), Parsons and G Prest

LRP.28/03
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

The Chairman and all Members paid tribute to Councillor Geoff Prest who would be retiring as a City Councillor.  They paid tribute to the work he had done as a Councillor and his contributions to the work of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel.

The Chairman then commented on the seminar which had been held on Liquor Licensing on 29 April 2003.  The seminar had enlightened Members as to the number of Officers which would be needed to deal with the increased workload arising from the number of Licences which would need to be issued.  He did not believe that the fees proposed would be able to cover the costs of administration of this system.  The Chairman asked Members to bear in mind the difficulties that could accrue in the future as a result of this Liquor Licensing legislation.  The Council had made its comments clear on the proposals in the past and the final outcome of this legislation was awaited at which time the level of fees would be clear.

The Chairman then outlined the contents of a letter which had been received from the Secretary of State for the Department of Culture, Media and Sport which stated that the fees which will be set in respect of Liquor Licensing would be at a level to cover administration, inspection and enforcement and that costs would not be passed on to Council Tax payers.

LRP.29/03
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Wilson.

LRP.30/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Bowman declared a personal interest in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Members in respect of the application for a Public Entertainment Licence Variation for The Basement as the applicant’s solicitor was also her solicitor.

LRP.31/03
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings held on 5 March and 2 April 2003 were signed by the Chairman as true records of the meetings.

LRP.32/03
PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE VARIATION – THE GRIFFIN COURT SQUARE CARLISLE

The Licensing Manager presented report EP.29/03 concerning an application for variation to the Public Entertainment Licence for the Griffin, Court Square, Carlisle.

Ms Dionne Dillon, the applicant, and Mr Richard Arnott, the applicant’s solicitor, attended the meeting.

The applicant was requesting a variation to the hours of operation of the Griffin with the following hours of operation being requested:-

Monday to Saturday (inclusive) 1100 hours until 0100 hours the following day.

Sundays 1200 hours until 0030 hours the following day and 0100 hours on a Sunday that immediately precedes a Bank Holiday (except Easter Sunday).

The Licensing Manager advised that there had been no objections from Planning Services, Cumbria Fire Services, Cumbria Constabulary and Environmental Services.  The application had been advertised in the local paper and to date no objections had been received.

Mr Arnott advised that he had nothing additional to add to the request for a variation to the hours of operation.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the application for a variation to the hours of operation of the Public Entertainment Licence in respect of the Griffin, Court Square, Carlisle be granted as set out below, subject to there being no objections lodged by the closing date of 2 May 2003.

(2)
That the operating hours be as follows:


Monday to Saturday (inclusive) 1100 hours until 0100 hours the following day.


Sundays 1200 hours until 0030 hours the following day and 0100 on a Sunday that immediately precedes a Bank Holiday (except Easter Sunday).

LRP.33/03
APPLICATION FOR A PROVISIONAL PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE – THE BASEMENT 



10/14 LOWTHER STREET CARLISLE

The Licensing Manager submitted report EP.26/03 concerning an application for a provisional Public Entertainment Licence in respect of the Basement, 

10/14 Lowther Street, Carlisle.  Mr J. Van Lierop (the applicant), Mr Van Lierop (the applicant’s son) and Mr Barnes (the applicant’s solicitor) were in attendance at the meeting.

The Chairman suggested that before the application for a provisional Public Entertainment Licence could be considered the Licensing and Regulatory Panel should undertake a site visit to the premises.  In response to this suggestion, Mr Barnes advised that the applicant did not wish to discourage the Panel from a site visit but would, if possible, like the proposed visit to happen before the next meeting of the Panel on 28 May 2003.

RESOLVED – That consideration of the application for a provisional Public Entertainment Licence in respect of The Basement, 10/14 Lowther Street, Carlisle, be deferred in order to allow a site visit to the premises by the Licensing and Regulatory Panel.  The Panel would be appointed at the Annual Council meeting on 19 May 2003.

LRP.34/03
HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER – CONVICTION FOR



MOTORING OFFENCE – IAN MORTON

The Licensing Manager presented report EP.027/03 concerning a motoring conviction against Ian Morton, a licensed Hackney Carriage Driver with the Council.  The report contained details of the conviction against Mr Morton dated 28 February 2003 together with details of convictions and licensing history.  The Licensing Manager added that legislation required all convictions to be listed, regardless of whether they were spent or unspent convictions.

Mr Morton attended the meeting and explained his actions both before and after the accident which had led to his conviction for failure to stop after a road traffic accident.  He explained that his actions subsequent to the accident had been taken as he had been in shock.  He then gave the Panel details of his current financial and domestic circumstances which he asked the Panel to take into account.

The respective parties then withdrew from the meeting room whilst the Panel gave detailed consideration to the matter.  

RESOLVED
(1)
That, having given detailed consideration to the matter and the representations made by Mr Morton, his Hackney Carriage Driver’s Licence be suspended for a period of 2 weeks and he be required to take and pass the DSA Test within 26 weeks of this meeting.  If Mr Morton failed to pass the test within 26 weeks he will be required to reappear before the Licensing and Regulatory Panel.

(2)  That it be noted that Mr Morton had a right of appeal against the above decision and that this right would be confirmed in writing.

LRP.35/03
HACKNEY CARRIAGE FARES REVIEW – OBJECTION

With reference to Minute LRP.27/03 the Licensing Manager presented report EP.30/03 which stated that an objection had been made against the Panel’s decision to increase the Hackney Carriage fares.

Mr Casey and Mr Earl (Carlisle Taxi Association) were present at the meeting.  

The Licensing Manager advised that a petition, dated 18 April 2003, had been received from Chris Bray, representing 21 Licensed Hackney Carriage Drivers.  They were objecting to any increase in Hackney Carriage tariffs at the present time as they felt it would not benefit the general public or the taxi trade because of the impending downturn in the economy.

The Licensing Manager advised that Mr Bray had submitted a letter as he was unable to attend the meeting and he had been advised that another objector could attend on his behalf.

Mr Casey and Mr Earl stated that they supported the decision of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel on 2 April 2003 to increase Hackney Carriage fares.

In response to a question, the Licensing Manager confirmed that although the Licensing and Regulatory Panel had previously agreed an increase in Hackney Carriage fares, these fares were the maximum which could be charged and drivers did not have to implement this increase if they did not so wish.

The respective parties then withdrew from the meeting whilst the Panel gave detailed consideration to the matter.

RESOLVED – That, having given detailed consideration to the matter and to the objections received, the Licensing and Regulatory Panel confirmed its decision of 2 April 2003 to increase the maximum Hackney Carriage fares in line with the proposals detailed at Appendix B of revised report EP.19/03.

LRP.36/03
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

The Chairman then thanked Members and Officers for their contributions to the work of the Panel over the last municipal year.  Members then thanked the Chairman for chairing the Panel over the past year.

(The meeting ended at 2.55 pm)
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