�


















































�
CITY VISION – LEARNING CITY STATUS


The City Vision Partnership is working enthusiastically towards the achievement of Learning City status for Carlisle.  This will not only enhance Carlisle’s reputation for further and higher education, but will also boost the City’s status as a sub-regional centre generally.





The project is in its early stages, but has full support from partners, as demonstrated at recent City Vision meetings.  Several key partners have formed a sub-group to drive the work forward and this work is being co-ordinated by the City Council.  An initial draft action plan for achievement of Learning City status will be presented to partners for comment at the next City Vision meeting in late April and Members of the Council will be given ample opportunity to input also.








YOUNG ATTAINERS


On Thursday 22 April a cross-party Attainers event is being held in the Civic Centre.  We have invited all 374 young people living in Carlisle District, who will be eligible to vote for the first time in the forthcoming elections in June, to come in and be given non-political information about the elections, the City Council and local democracy.   The young people will be welcomed by the Mayor and members of all three political groups are being given the chance to speak to and meet with the young people, who will also each given information packs, which includes contact details for all City Councillors.





The idea for the event came from the Democratic Engagement Best Value Review, which is nearing completion and which, among other things, is looking at ways of trying to engage young people in the democratic process.








3.	EVENTS


Pop2thepark


Carlisle City Council’s Pop2thepark concert is being held on Sunday 08 August 2004 in Bitts Park, Carlisle.  The concert is scheduled to take place between 2p.m. to 6p.m. and entry to the park will be available from noon.  Currently 10,000 tickets are on sale and are available from the Sands Centre box office and the News & Star offices in Whiitehaven, Workington and Barrow.  Prices have been set at only £10 per ticket, children aged 5 and under will have free admission.


Heading the line up are Liberty X, Lemar and Jamelia.  Further announcements will be made as more groups are added to the list.





The event is being organised in partnership with the News and Star, CFM and Carlisle Leisure Limited.





A fair ground and refreshment stalls will also be available in the vicinity of the area.








Carlisle Great Fair


Meetings are ongoing with the Carlisle Cathedral Trust regarding the Great Fair.  The next meeting is planned to take place on Friday 23 April 2004 to further discuss how the Council may assist in re-establishing the Great Fair.








A further update on other events for 2004:





Spring Show


Sunday 2nd and Monday 3rd May 10.00 – 5.00 pm


All trade stand space has been fully booked.  The Council has received £2,000 funding from Rural Regeneration Cumbria towards the cost of this event 





Upperby Gala 


Monday 31st May 2.00 – 5.00 pm





Festival of Nations


Saturday 10th July 11.00 – 4.00 pm





Carlisle Carnival


Sunday 11th July 2.00 – 5.00 pm








4.	REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 


We are currently at stage 4 of the review during which the Boundary Committee will consider the views received and decide whether to change their proposed options or the number of options put forward.


The Boundary Committee will then decide which proposals to submit to the Deputy Prime Minister (no later than 25th May 2004); who will decide whether to accept, modify or reject their final recommendations.  There will be a further period of 6 weeks from the 25th May during which further written representations can be made direct to the ODPM (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister).  Further details of this will be outlined in the Boundary Committee’s final report.  


Local people will then be asked to vote on the options (with or without modifications) in a referendum at a later date. A referendum on elected regional assemblies for the three regions is likely to be held in October 2004.  The Boundary Committee recommendations will inform electors about the possible local government structures that would be implemented in the event of a ‘yes’ vote.








5.	ROMAN EXCAVATIONS


Recently exhibits unearthed during the excavation at the Gateway City Millennium Project have been on display at Carlisle Castle.  A conference is to be held in October 2004 at the Swallow Hotel, organised by Oxford Archaeology North, where experts from around the country will present their findings following their examination of thousands of artefacts unearthed during the excavations.  It is anticipated that the results will create extensive interest in Carlisle Roman history around the world.








6.	CIVIC AWARDS


The third Civic Awards presentation took place at the Civic Dinner held on February 27th 2004, this year awards were given to local hero Marine Liam Armstrong, Carlisle CVS, the Burgh-by-Sands community, local sports woman Kelly Fisher and CFM Radio.








7.	WEST COAST RAIL 250


Enclosed for information is a copy of a briefing received from West Coast Rail 250
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