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Summary:-  

An application has been received to amend the Council’s current policy which prohibits non wheelchair accessible taxis from using the Station Rank.. 

Recommendation:-

That members consider the options available after hearing representations from the applicants and objectors. 

R W S Speirs

Head of Environmental Protection Services

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:- Letter from applicants,  Carlisle Taxi Association and Cumbria Constabulary, copies of which are attached.

To the Chairman and Members of the Licensing & Regulatory Panel on 11th August 2004

Background

1. Section 63 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 states that a District Council may appoint stands for Hackney carriages for the whole or any part of a day in any highway and may specify the number of Hackney carriages permitted on each stand.

2. Until 1994 the Council restricted the number of Hackney Carriage licences to 33 vehicles.  They all had to be of the London Cab style or similar.  At that time the only frequently used taxi rank in the city was on Court Square Brow outside the railway station.

3. Following consultation the council took the decision to de-restrict the number of licensed vehicles and also to allow saloon type vehicles of a certain specification to be licensed.

4. During consultation concerns were expressed by organisations representing disabled persons and as a result only the original 33 licensed Hackney Carriages were allowed to use the Court Square rank.  It was believed that this would encourage the existing licence holders to retain their London style cabs, many of which were wheelchair accessible.

5. On 4th March 1996 the Licensing Panel, following consultations with the taxi trade and studying the result of a survey undertaken by the Corporate Planning and Information Unit, resolved that the use of the Court Square rank be extended to include all purpose built Hackney Carriages which were originally manufactured as being wheelchair accessible.

6. On 25th June 1996 an amendment was made to allow those Hackney carriages which had been converted by the manufacturer or an approved company to be wheelchair accessible to use the rank.

7. The saloon type Hackney Carriages that are prohibited from using Court Square rank have an additional condition (number 27) on their licence:

The proprietor shall not allow the Hackney Carriage to stand at the Court Square/Station rank or to be used to ply for hire within 50 metres of this rank.

8. On 19th April 1999 the Independent Taxi Association made representations to this panel seeking a change in the policy to allow Hackney Carriage saloon vehicles to use the Court Square rank.  Representatives from Carlisle Taxi Association also attended and made representations to maintain the status quo.  A representative from Cumbria Police reported that the number of public order incidents at Court Square Brow had diminished over the previous few years and the police could see no reason why the introduction of saloon car Hackney Carriages at this taxi rank would affect the situation.  Having considered the options the panel decided that the application be not approved and the present policies be retained.

9. In November 2001 the Independent Taxi Association applied to The Licensing Panel to have  the issue of the Court Square rank  reviewed once more.  On this occasion they proposed that the saloon taxis be permitted to stop and pick up passengers at times of peak demand which they defined as Friday, Saturday and Sunday between 11pm and 3am.  It was resolved that the current policy be retained but that the issue be kept under review.
Current Application

10. Two owners of white saloon taxis wish to challenge the current Council policy which restricts non wheelchair accessible taxis (WAVs) from using the station rank. They are requesting permission to pick up at the station rank whenever there is a queue of people waiting or whenever they are flagged down. They have no desire to rank up along with the WAVs (Appendix 1)

11. They claim that on Monday and Tuesday afternoons members of the 

Public, including visitors to the city, often have to wait in excess of 30 minutes for a taxi and at peak times, such as a Saturday night, the queue stretches from the bottom of the rank to English Street (estimated at 100m)

12.  A petition has been collected in support of the application, signed by 54 taxi owners and drivers. An example is attached together with a list of signatories (Appendix 2) The original will be available at the meeting.

Comments & Objections

13.  Carlisle Taxi Association is an organisation which mainly represents owners and drivers of the WAVs which operate from the station rank. Attached at Appendix 3 is an 11 page letter from their secretary, Wayne Casey, in which he outlines his members objections to any change in the Council’s current policy. Also attached is a letter of objection from an owner driver Mr Brian McCullough (Appendix 4).

14. Cumbria Constabulary has been consulted and comment that they have no objection to a policy of  “shared use” at the Station Rank. From a police perspective it would be advantageous to remove people from the City Centre as soon as possible. There have been 12  incidents of disorder at Court Square and 2 at Warwick Road reported since the start of the year. (Appendix 5)      

15.  Carlisle Access Group has been consulted but at the time of writing, a reply has not been received.

OPTIONS

1. Retain the current policy

2. To open up the Station Rank to all licensed Hackney Carriages,  either 24 hours per day or during specific hours or days.

3. To allow non wheelchair accessible Hackney Carriages to pick up from the station Rank whenever there is a queue of people waiting or whenever their vehicle is flagged down.

Prepared by B J Sharrock



















