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Waste Management


All wheeled bins and green boxes have now been distributed and work continues to resolve any remaining problems of houses, which have been missed from the selected collection rounds.  Initial collections have exceeded expectations, particularly as regards garden waste.  Even in the former trial areas tonnage of green waste has been nearly double that for the same period last year.  The wetter spring and early warm growing season are the main contributory factors.  A more detailed view of the impact of the recycling service on household waste tonnage will be available over the next few months.





Bereavement Services


The Richardson Street and Upperby Cemeteries together with the Crematorium grounds have been suffering from increased levels of vandalism believed to be due in part to the lighter evenings.  In an attempt to minimise the damage caused the closing time for the cemetery grounds is being brought forward from dusk to 8pm for the summer months.  This will revert back to the normal 4.30pm closure in winter months.  The Police have been actively involved in tracing suspects and it is hoped that some action may be able to be taken against any offenders who are identified.





Housing and Health Partnerships


Following a meeting with officers from Government Office North West (GONW) the Draft Housing Strategy is being reworked and will be presented to Members for consideration in mid July prior to submission to GONW for assessment in September.  Requests for Homelessness assistance continue.  Although close liaison is maintained with Registered Social Landlords it is proving very difficult to arrange long term housing for many individuals which in turn ties up short term space in the hostels.





Food Safety


Despite further national advertising in the relevant trade paper and the media the vacancy within the section remains unfilled and consequently food premises inspections for both food safety and health and safety will continue to be a problem.  Carlisle is not alone in this respect due to a national shortage of both Environmental Health Officers and suitably qualified Technical Officers.   Discussions are taking place to investigate further ways of attracting suitable applicants to the area.  The Food Standards Agency has given notice of their intention to carry out a one day audit of food safety enforcement in the late summer.





5.	Environmental Quality


The vacancy within this section has now been filled and an Environmental Health Officer, from a neighbouring authority, will be joining the section at the beginning of July.  With the section being up to full compliment again it is hoped that the outstanding Health and Safety enforcement work can be progressively addressed once the officer ahs received appropriate training and been assessed as competent. 





6.	Licensing


The draft guidelines, although laid before Parliament for debate in early April, have not yet been approved for release.  It was expected that the final version would be released to local authorities towards the end of May.  Should this timetable fail to be achieved the operative date for the transfer of Liquor Licensing will potentially have to be extended beyond the original intended date of 1st November 2004.  Officers from the section continue to be fully occupied preparing both the County and Carlisle Licensing Policies for the extensive consultation which must be completed in sufficient time to allow an agreed Policy to be circulated to the licensing trade well in advance of the proposed November implementation date.  The Council hosted a presentation for all Cumbria Licensing Officers and other officers likely to be affected by the changes to the Licensing laws at Tullie House on Thursday 20th May.





Planning Services


Work has been progressing on the production of the Review of the Carlisle District Local Plan, with the presentation to the informal Council Meeting on the 10 May, consideration by the Executive on the 17 May 2004.  The Executive is recommending to Council tonight that the Plan is approved to be placed on the 1st Deposit stage, which is the first formal stage for objections and representations for support.





The tenders for the first stage of the GIS/LLPG have been received and the Executive approved the recommendation that ESRI (UK) be the provider of the corporate GIS solution.  Council is also being asked to release the money from the approved Capital Budget for 2004/05 tonight.





The number of applications for both planning and building control continues to increase and if planning applications continue to be received at the same rate as for the first five months of the year there could be as many as 1800 applications this year an increase of 350 over last year.





8. 	Waste Electrical & Electronic Equipment Directive (WEEE Directive)


The WEEE Directive takes effect August 2005.  The County Council has the statutory responsibility for the disposal of WEEE and the District Authorities for its collection.  Much work needs to be done on the best way of collecting and disposing of WEEE.  The Government say that permits will be needed for disposal of WEEE, and those who have large quantities of WEEE will be able to purchase permits from those who do not have large quantities of WEEE.





Special sites will be provided for the collection of WEEE and anyone found disposing of WEEE outside of these sites will be prosecuted for disposing of hazardous waste material.  Disposing of WEEE needs special permits and authorised collection sites.  The District Council will collect your WEEE through various methods to enable the County to dispose of it as Hazardous Waste.
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