STANDARDS COMMITTEE

MONDAY 25 JUNE 2007 AT 10:00AM

PRESENT:
Councillor Bell (as a substitute for Councillor Mrs Riddle) Councillor Farmer (P), Councillor Knapton (as a substitute for Councillor Devlin) Councillors McDevitt and Stevenson 

ALSO PRESENT: Mr A Fraser and Councillor Ms J Holland

ST.13/07
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Devlin, Riddle and Dr Tiplady

ST.14/07
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
Consideration was given to the appointment of a Chairman for the Standards Committee for the ensuing municipal year.  The Director of Legal and Democratic Services informed the Committee that the legislation provided that an Executive member may not chair a meeting of the Standards Committee.  He also added that it was anticipated that the Local Government Bill that was currently going through Parliament was expected to include a provision that could require Independent members to be appointed as Chairman of Standards Committees, although he added that it was expected that this provision would not come into force until later in the current year or during next year.

Councillor Stevenson was moved and seconded as Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year.  

It was also moved and seconded that Dr Tiplady be appointed as Chairman of the Standards Committee in his absence.

Following voting thereon it was

RESOLVED - that Dr Tiplady be elected as Chair of the Standards Committee for the ensuing municipal year.

ST.15/07
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

It was moved and seconded that Councillor Stevenson be elected Vice Chairman of the Standards Committee for the ensuing municipal year.

RESOLVED – That Councillor Stevenson be elected as Vice Chairman of the Standards Committee for the ensuing municipal year.

In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 17.5 Councillors McDevitt and Bell requested that their votes against the above motion be recorded in the minutes. 

ST.1607
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no Declarations of Interest.

ST.17/07
MINUTES

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Standards Committee held on 21 February and 11 April 2007 be received and signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meetings.

ST.18/07
LOCAL AUTHORITIES (MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT) ORDER 2007 

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services reported (LDS 41/07) on the revised code of conduct prescribed by the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 and the procedure for adopting the revised code in place of the Council’s current Code of Conduct. 

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services set out the steps which an Authority had to take once it had adopted the revised code and summarised the main changes to the code. 

The changes included amending the rules in the Code relating to prejudicial interests with a view to allowing greater participation by ward members in decisions affecting their wards.  The code would in the future only apply to members’ conduct in their private capacity where such conduct has resulted in a criminal conviction.  The general conduct in the code rules had also been extended to include new offences of bullying and intimidation and victimisation in respect of persons involved in Standards proceedings.  Members with a prejudicial interest would also be allowed to speak at Council meetings, provided that the same facility was available to the public and that it was solely to allow them to make representations, answer questions or give evidence but it would not allow Councillors with a Prejudicial Interest to vote.  Reference was also made to the recommendations of the Standards Board that the ten general principles attached as Appendix 2 to report LDS.41/07 be adopted as a non-enforceable annexure to the Code.

Following some discussion on the advice that the Code of Conduct should be adopted without amendment it was:

RESOLVED – That the City Council be recommended to

i. Adopt the model Code of Conduct contained in the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 Statutory Instrument Number 1159 (2007)) without modification as the City Council’s Code of Conduct in place of the Council’s current code, with effect from the Council meeting on the 17 July 2007.  The new code is annexed as Appendix 1 to report LDS 41/07

ii. Adopt the ten general principles as a non-enforceable annexure to the code to remind members and the public of the principles underlying the code.  A copy of the General Principles is attached as Appendix 2 to the above report.

iii. Note that the Planning Code of Good Practice for Members of the Development Control Committee and the protocol for The Use of Email and Internet by Members will remain as local protocols for non-statutory enforcement.

iv. That it be noted that letters have been sent to Parish Councils encouraging them to adopt the revised code (with modifications as appropriate to their situation) at the earliest opportunity.

v. That it be noted that the Director of Legal and Democratic Services is to provide training to City Council members on the new code prior to its implementation on the 17 July next and will provide similar training to Parish Council Clerks and Chairs

vi. Agree that all members be notified of the need to renew their Registrations of Interest under the revised code once adopted and that a copy of the code be provided to every member of the Authority.

ST.19/07
INDEPENDENT MEMBER

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services reported that the period of appointment of an independent member on the Standards Committee was due to expire in early 2008 and that arrangements would need to be put in place to advertise the position. 

RESOLVED – That the position be noted and that the Director of Legal and Democratic Services be authorised to begin the process of appointing an independent member to serve on the Standards Committee.

(The meeting ended at 10:34 am)
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