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Waste Services

Our recycling rate up to the end of December (the most up to date available) stands at 51.08% and the amount of household waste we've landfilled to date this year (i.e. 07/08) is 25% less than was landfilled in the same period last year (06/07).
Best Bar None Scheme
This initiative has been reported previously but here is an update.

The Best Bar None Scheme is an accreditation and awards scheme that is being introduced by Carlisle and Eden Crime Reduction Partnership, focussing on safety and customer care. Carlisle and Eden District Councils and Cumbria Police are working together with pubs, clubs and bars in the area to create a safer and more welcoming environment. 

The awards seek to establish a standard of excellence within the pubs, clubs and bars in both Carlisle and Penrith. The aims of the scheme are:

·
To reduce the incidents of crime and disorder associated with the consumption of alcohol

·
To promote Carlisle and Penrith as a safe and professional environment in which to live, work, visit and socialise

·
To identify and reward responsible operators

·
To share good practice with others in order to raise standards

The closing day for applications is this week and to date 22 out of the possible 45 Carlisle City centre premises have applied.  The next process is that trained assessors visit the premises where they carry out an audit of policies and procedures.  An independent panel of judges then determines the category and overall winner.  This will be announced at an awards ceremony on 20 May at Carlisle Racecourse.
Air Monitoring and Affiliation into the National Network

I am pleased to confirm the good news that Paddy’s Market air quality monitoring station has been accepted into the UK Automatic Urban & Rural Network operated by Defra.  This means that quality assured nitrogen dioxide and particulates (PM10’s) data from Carlisle will be used by Defra as part of Central Government’s duties to monitor air quality trends nationally.  It will also mean that data from Carlisle will be disseminated widely for use by relevant bodies including other local authorities for comparison purposes, Government Annual Reports, etc, and will also be available on Teletext.

Affiliation of the Council’s monitoring station into the network will provide the following direct benefits to the organisation:

· All quality control for the monitoring will be funded by Defra.

· Daily data management.

· Independent equipment audits.

· Direct funding and operational costs associated with additional instrumentation including PM2.5 monitor.

Planning Delivery Grant

The City Council has received notification of the 2nd Tranche of Planning Delivery Grant for 2007/08 of £166,658.  This includes: 

· £32,886 for plan making and sustainable development indicators

· £115,834 is for development control. This is inclusive of a bonus of £50,000 for meeting all three development control BV 109 indicators; and 

· Finally, a sum of £17,938 is included for e-planning. 

Together with the 1st Tranche announced last year the Council received a total of £196,248 in 2007/08.

Local Development Framework

Commencing in April the Council will focus its planning policy work on preparation of the Local Development Framework starting with the Core Strategy and an Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD) for housing and employment sites.  

Whilst there are still the final stages of the Local Plan adoption to undertake, increased figures in Regional Spatial Strategy and the time taken to prepare plans means that work needs to get underway.  The development plan system requires a lot of preparatory work and consultation.  The first stages of preparation will involve a "Call for Sites" where potential development sites are provided for the Council to consider all options to ensure we have the best spatial strategy for Carlisle and its rural area.  This will be publicised through adverts/press notices as well as the Council's Focus newsletter.

There will be no need to review all the development control policies again, as we will have an up-to-date set of policies when the Local Plan is adopted.
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