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PROVISIONAL OUTTURN POSITION 2009/10 FOR COUNCIL TAX AND NATIONAL NON DOMESTIC RATES


(Key Decision)

Portfolio
Governance and Resources

Subject Matter
The Assistant Director (Resources) submitted report RD.14/10 detailing the provisional outturn for 2009/10 in respect of Council Tax and National Non Domestic Rates.

He informed Members that the estimated outturn of 98.84% suggested that after reporting a deficit position in 2008/09 due to the recession, overall liability raised and Council Tax collected would again exceed the budgeted projections of 98.5% (if the collection pattern for recovering 2009/10 arrears followed that of previous years).  The impact of increased collection performance was an overall surplus on collection fund of £39,313, the City Council's share of the surplus being £5,191.

The Assistant Director (Resources) added that the Council had managed to improve collection performance so that for the first time ever it was now in the 3rd Quartile when compared to districts nationally.  The Council would never be in a position to move into the higher collection quartiles for the reasons set out at Section 3.1 of the report.

He further set out a breakdown of the current year's arrears of £1.103m (down from £1.211 m in 2008/09 due to improved collection performance).  It was pleasing to note that the number of Council Tax debtors subject to Bailiff and Committal action was reducing significantly as the Country comes out of the recession.  In relation to Non Domestic rates there were year end arrears of £828,527 equating to 2.1% of the 'in year' debt collectable i.e. up on the 2008/09 figure of £538,930 (1.7%).  Most Councils were reporting reduced collection rates partly due to the recession and partly due to the introduction of increased empty rates liability from 1 April 2008.

The Leader praised the work undertaken by members of staff within the Revenues Team.  He added that the Council had in place a very good Anti-Poverty Strategy to assist residents in difficulty, commenting that it was pleasing to note the achievements which were beneficial to Council Tax payers in Carlisle.

The Governance and Resources Portfolio Holder considered the achievement to be quite remarkable in the current economic climate.

Summary of options rejected
None

DECISION

That the provisional outturn position at 31 March 2010 for Council Tax and National Non Domestic Rates be noted.

Reasons for Decision
To advise the Executive of Council Tax and Business Rates Collection Performance.







