
Carlisle Focus

The summer edition of Carlisle Focus, the residents’ magazine, will be four pages bigger so that special features can be included on waste minimisation and the implications of the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act.  This is part of the authority’s public awareness-raising campaign.  The magazines will be distributed week commencing 6 June.
Carlisle Renaissance

We continue to make good progress in laying the foundations for the renaissance of the City. This is testament to the support of both City and County Councillors from all parties and that of our partners at a regional and national level

In April the Executive received a number of reports which set out how we plan to progress key aspects of the renaissance agenda.

Public sector property owners in the Rickergate area will shortly sign an agreement that marks the first step in regenerating this important part of the City Centre and it demonstrates the willingness of partners at the Home Office, DEFRA, the Police Authority and the County Council to support our vision. 

As part of the regeneration of Rickergate we plan to review the City Council’s operational property needs in the City Centre, taking into account not just the Civic Centre but also Bousteads Grassing. The implications for the City Council are potentially significant and we have recommended that the draft brief for this review is considered by the Cross Party Working Group.

The findings of the public consultation exercise on the Development Framework & Movement Strategy have now been made public. The regeneration of the Rickergate area received much support from those who participated. It also revealed support for the redevelopment of areas immediately to the west and south of the City Centre, which is a key part of our aspiration to reconnect with communities in these areas. 

The Executive at their meeting on 24 April 2006 will be discussing the criteria for acquisitions in support for the revitalisation of the City Centre under the City Council’s Asset Investment Fund. This will enable us to take a more proactive role in securing property assets where they are critical to future proposals for both development and infrastructure within the City Centre area. 

Many people consulted would like to see improvements to public transport to address the problems of congestion, including the provision of Park & Ride and better coverage, particularly in the evenings. However, many recognise the need to ensure that planned road infrastructure such as the CNDR proceed quickly and would like to see further improvements made to the location and quality of parking provision.

As part of the public consultation we made a concerted effort to secure the views and opinions of children and young people, particularly since it is their futures that we are planning for. Carlisle Renaissance is an agenda for change and some of their responses were a stark reminder of the challenges ahead. Many were concerned about what the City could offer them in terms of education, job prospects or buying a house. They wanted to see more and better quality social and leisure facilities.

Learning is one of the City Council’s corporate priorities and integral to the renaissance agenda. We have published a draft Learning City Strategy which sets out how we in partnership with others will address the issues of educational attainment and skills levels.  Secondary school reorganisation is one of several challenges we face. We need to get the best out of the proposals for the University of Cumbria. The role of the LSC and its impact on FE and business led training is evolving.  As part of Learning City we need to ensure that the value of learning is recognised throughout our communities.      

Strengthening the City’s economy to create employment opportunities is one of the central objectives of the renaissance agenda.  We have recently prepared a plan that could see investment of up to £2m by the public sector, including the City Council and Cumbria Vision, in a range of initiatives to stimulate the economy. This would involve investment in the visitor economy, in tackling worklessness and encouraging entrepreneurialism and new business creation. It would also enable us to establish a new economic strategy for the City which accounts for its important role at the heart of a significant rural catchment. 

Stimulating economic growth will require partnership between the public and private sector. Working with the Cumbria Chamber of Commerce and business affinity groups there are plans to establish regular late night shopping in the City Centre from this summer. Building on the work of Infrastructure Overview & Scrutiny Committee, we want to bring people and families back into the heart of the City and make it more vibrant and attractive to visitors. 

For the immediate future we want to look at how we can address the sustainable community agenda. For many of our residents the changes taking place in the City are not for the better. Deprivation and the range of problems this generates is growing and is not restricted to the urban areas. We are seeing the fruits of Raffles Vision and this shows us what can be achieved with focus, effort, partnership working, resources and belief. We need to look at how neighbourhood renewal can be extended throughout our community.

In terms of partnership working members will be aware of the formation of the new Local Strategic Partnership. The LSP will have a crucial role to play in furthering the objectives of the renaissance agenda, with the City Council as the leading partner. We need to ensure that its work adds real value to what we are seeking to achieve and that it engages with the private, voluntary and community sectors in an effective way but to achieve renaissance it will need the combined effort and resources of all our partners.

Finally, the Government are increasingly looking at how public sector organisations such as ourselves can make best use of our assets to fund regeneration. Securing funding for regeneration as well as our core services has always been a challenge for the City Council, but as our ongoing review of assets moves forward it may present some exciting opportunities to address this issue and we will be looking at this further in the coming months.

Carlisle is changing. We recognise that many are still recovering from the floods of 2005 and that major job losses during the last 18 months are a continued sign of the threats we face, but the City Council facing up to these challenges and taking positive steps to lead the way forward.

Carlisle Airport

Since the last Council meeting Carlisle Airport has now been sold to AW Developments, the parent company of Eddie Stobart Limited.  The new owner has purchased the Limited Company Haughey Airports Limited which is the leaseholder of the Airport.  As the lease is still held by Haughey Airports Limited there was no requirement for Council consent to the transfer  which took place on 7 April 2006.  Officers of the Council will be working with the new owners to assist in any way to help the development of the Airport, we have also helped facilitate meetings between the new owners and both Cumbria Vision and the North West Development Agency.  

This is excellent news for Carlisle in terms of economic prosperity and the development of Carlisle as a regional centre.  

EVENTS

CONTINENTAL MARKET

The popular continental market was held over the Easter Weekend, which drew many residents and visitors into the City Centre.

SPRING SHOW 


Sunday 30th April and Monday 1st May 2006 – 10.00 am – 5.00 pm 

Victoria Gardens, Bitts Park      Entry: £2.50
The popular Spring Show returns this year.  There will be 50 traders selling a variety of plants and garden furniture and accessories, plus Floral Art Marquee, Craft Marquee, Countryside Section exhibits, Children’s Activity Marquee, Refreshment Marquee and catering units, plus Punch & Judy, Jazz Band, Jason the Jester and Bouncy Castle.

UPPERBY GALA

Monday 29th May 2006 – 2.00 pm – 5.00 pm – Hammond’s Pond

Arena Acts (Crazy Tramps, Mighty Smith Strong Man, and Crazy Bears Roadshow), model boats, charity stalls, refreshments, sideshows, RSPCA Dog Show and Vintage Vehicles, fairground rides, Children’s Activity Marquee, Jason the Jester, Jazz Band, Mary the Faerie.

FESTIVAL OF NATIONS

Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th July 2006 – 11.00 – 4.00pm – City Centre

Pop2thepark

Sunday 6th August 2006 – 2.00 pm – 6.00 pm – Bitts Park
This years headline act for the 3rd Pop2thepark concert is now confirmed as the popular female group Sugababes.  Tickets are now available from Sands Centre £12.50 in advance £15.00 on day.

FIRESHOW

Saturday 4th November 2006 – 7.00 pm – Bitts Park
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