
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 15 MARCH 2010

EX.045/10
SOLWAY COAST AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY MANAGEMENT PLAN


(Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment and Infrastructure


Subject Matter
The Assistant Director (Economic Development) submitted report DS.08/10 setting out the position regarding the production of the Management Plan for the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

The Assistant Director (Economic Development) informed Members that AONBs had been confirmed by the Government as having the highest status of protection in relation to landscape and scenic beauty, alongside other nationally designated areas such as National Parks.  The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 (S.89) consolidated and strengthened legislation on AONBs and placed a statutory duty on local planning authorities to act jointly to produce management plans for AONBs within their boundaries.  Those plans should formulate the policies of local authorities in relation to their AONBs, and the objectives and actions of the plans used to that end.

The Solway Coast AONB Management Plan:

- highlighted the special qualities and enduring significance of the AONB and the importance of its landscape features, and identified those that were vulnerable to change;

- presented an integrated vision for the future of the AONB as a whole, in the light of national, regional and local priorities, regardless of administrative boundaries;

- set out agreed objectives which would help secure that vision;

identified what needed to be done, by whom and when, in order to achieve those objectives;

- stimulated action aimed at helping people to discover, enjoy and understand the local landscape and its natural and cultural features; and

- identified actions which would help support those economic and social activities which in themselves contributed to the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty.

The Assistant Director (Economic Development) commented that the plan was not intended to be a panacea for all the problems which local communities might face, nor was it intended to duplicate or replace other statutory plans affecting the area.  It was, however, the only document with a focus on the whole of the Solway Coast AONB, and was primarily focussed on the statutory purpose of the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty.

The Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder, in moving the report, indicated that any amendments/comments put forward would be taken on board as appropriate.

Summary of options rejected
None

DECISION

1.  That the Executive had given consideration to the final draft of the Management Plan, as attached to Report DS.08/10, and made it available for consideration by the Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel.

2.  That, subject to the consideration of any changes to the Management Plan, the Solway Coast AONB Management Plan be referred to the City Council for adoption.

Reasons for Decision
To ensure sufficient weight and consideration is given to the Management Plan when it is used in decision making, as it will impact on future priorities within that part of the District







