REGULATORY PANEL

WEDNESDAY 2 JUNE 2010 AT 2.00PM
PRESENT:
Councillor Bell, Cape (as substitute for Cllr Mrs Rutherford), Graham, Hendry, Layden, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Robson, Scarborough, Tootle, Mrs Vasey and Wilson

RP.12/10
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
It was moved and seconded that Councillor Morton be appointed as Chairman of the Regulatory Panel for the municipal year 2010/11.

RESOLVED – That Councillor Morton be appointed as Chairman of the Regulatory Panel for the municipal year 2010/11.  Councillor Morton thereupon took the Chair.

RP.13/10
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN

It was moved and seconded that Councillor Mrs Parsons be appointed as Vice Chairman of the Regulatory Panel for the municipal year 2010/11
.  It was then moved and seconded that Councillor Bell be appointed as Vice Chairman.  .

Following voting thereon it was:

RESOLVED – That Councillor Mrs Parsons be appointed as Vice Chairman of the Regulatory Panel for the municipal year 2010/11. 

RP.14/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Mrs Rutherford.
RP.15/10
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

RP.16/10
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meetings held on the 28 April 2010 be noted.

RP.17/10
AGENDA
The Licensing Officer informed the Panel that agenda item B.1, application for a licence to drive a Hackney Carriage, had been withdrawn from the agenda because the applicant had not submitted their application.
RESOLVED – That agenda item B.1, application for a licence to drive a Hackney Carriage be withdrawn from the agenda.

RP.18/10
HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER – ADDITIONAL SPEEDING CONVICTION
The Licensing Officer submitted Report GD.27/10 regarding a Hackney Carriage Driver, Mr Powley, who had informed the Council of a further speeding conviction.
Mr Powley was in attendance at the meeting.

The Assistant Solicitor outlined the procedure the Panel would follow.  Mr Powley confirmed that he had received and read the Licensing Officer’s report.  The Assistant Solicitor advised Mr Powley that he had a right to be represented but he indicated that he did not wish to be so represented.

The Licensing Officer reported that Mr Powley had been licensed as either a Hackney Carriage or Private Hire Driver since 1999.  During that period Mr Powley had been convicted of speeding in June 2005, March 2006 and July 2006.  As the July speeding offence had been his third offence in just over one year the Licensing Office issued Mr Powley with a letter of warning advising him that any further offences would result in an appearance before the Panel.
Mr Powley informed the Licensing Office that on 1 May 2010 he had received a fixed penalty and 3 points for speeding.  The offence took place at 3.05am on London Road.  Mr Powley was driving his taxi and was carrying a passenger; his speed was 45mph in a 30mph limit.  It was Council procedure to refer all speeding offences to the Panel if there was a fare paying passenger in the taxi at the time.
The Licensing Officer reminded the Panel of the relevant Legislation and outlined the options open to the Panel.

Mr Powley then addressed the Panel.  He stated that he had not been concentrating and he had no excuse for the speeding.  The road and pavements had been clear.
In response to questions Mr Powley stated that he had some other part time work, the speeding incident had occurred in the middle of his shift and he had learned from his mistake.  He added that his previous convictions had occurred during a bad period of time for him.

The respective parties then withdrew from the meeting whilst the Panel gave detailed consideration to the matter.

RESOLVED –  That, having given detailed consideration to the matter, the Panel agreed that Mr Powley be issued with a warning letter which outlined the seriousness of the matter and warned him as to his future conduct.  
(The meeting ended at 2.18pm)

