Carlisle City Council

Report to:-
Development Control Committee



Date of Meeting:-
25 April 2008
Agenda Item No:-


Public
Policy
Delegated: Yes



Accompanying Comments and Statements
Required
Included

Environmental Impact Statement:
No
No

Corporate Management Team Comments:
No
No

Financial Comments:
No
No

Legal Comments:
No
No

Personnel Comments:
No
No





Title:-
Policy Consultations

Report of:-
Director of Development Services



Report reference:-
DS.55/08

Summary:- 

This report informs members of consultations by other bodies which may result in changes to policies used to determine planning applications.

Recommendation:-

That the report be noted.

Catherine Elliot

Director of Development Services

Contact Officer:
Chris Hardman
Ext:
7190


To the Chairman and Members of the 





          DS.55/08

Development Control Committee 

1.0
Background

1.1
Carlisle City Council has currently received two consultation documents which have an impact on the suite of documents which comprise the Development Plan.  These relate to Regional Spatial Strategy and Minerals and Waste.

Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) – Secretary of State Proposed Changes

1.2
The Government Office for the North West is currently consulting on the Secretary of State’s Proposed Changes to the Draft Regional Spatial Strategy “The North West Plan”.  Members will be familiar with references to the January 2006 Draft RSS which has been referred to by Officers in committee reports.

1.3
The Secretary of State has considered the recommendations by the independent panel which was published in March 2007.  The Panel’s recommendations have been accepted as much as possible.  There are however a number of aspects where the Proposed Changes have significantly departed from the Panel’s Report or are in addition.  These are:

· The Regional Spatial Framework – it is proposed to amend this to bring it more closely into alignment with the spatial vision in the Regional Economic Strategy and the North West Regional Funding Allocations advice.

· Key Service Centres – it is proposed to delete the named Key Service Centres and, instead, replace this with a criteria-based approach which will leave their identification to Local Development Frameworks.

· Housing Figures – it is proposed to remove the ceiling to housing figures, in line with the more flexible approach of Planning Policy Statement 3, to enable additional growth and current government initiatives of Housing Growth Points and Eco Towns to be accommodated.

· Transport Investment Priorities – it is proposed to remove the detailed information on transport investment priorities, for inclusion in the Implementation Framework.

· Sustainability Appraisal and Habitats Regulations Assessment – various amendments are proposed, including to the policies concerning spatial principles, tourism, airports and ports.

· Decentralised Energy – it is proposed to replace the on site renewable energy policy, with a new policy on decentralised energy supply.
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· Partial Review – the Panel's recommendation for an early Partial Review is accepted. It is proposed to focus an immediate review on the key policy areas of housing, energy and waste.

1.4
In addition the section on Cumbria and North Lancashire has generally been changed in line with the Panel recommendation, with the addition of a further bullet about higher value employment development as a response to comments by Cumbria Strategic Partnership and amending the next to last bullet in line with the Habitats Regulations Assessment.

1.5
A further issue identified in the Proposed Changes is the assessment of replaced and potentially saved Structure Plan policies.  Once this Regional Spatial Strategy is adopted it will replace the Structure Plan unless provisions are made to save policies.  This is subject to consultation and Officers in discussion are considering the implications with County Council Planners at the time of writing this report

1.6
Generally the proposed Changes to RSS are positive for Carlisle.  The change to a decentralised Energy Supply policy means however, that potential targets for energy in new developments from decentralised or renewable sources have been removed and need to be incorporated in Local Development Frameworks.  A link to the consultation documents has been provided on the City Council’s web site.

1.7
It is envisaged that RSS will be adopted in mid 2008.

Regional Spatial Strategy – Partial Review

1.8
A Partial Review of Regional Spatial Strategy has commenced.  This will cover issues relating to Sub-Regional Housing Market Areas; revision of District Housing Figures; Growth Points and Eco-towns; Renewable Energy and Waste.  Additional research will be incorporated in the Partial review including work undertaken on Gypsy and Travellers; Travelling Showpeople; and an update of Regional Parking Standards.  Work was to be included on Key Service Centres but given the Proposed Change by the Secretary of State this may no longer take place.
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Minerals and Waste Development Framework

Draft Core Strategy and Generic Development Control Policies

1.9
The City Council is being further consulted on changes to the above document by the County Council.  This is preparation of the Submission Document which is submitted to the Secretary of State for examination.

1.10
This consultation includes mainly strategic issues and general policies which would apply to planning applications.  The Council has already made comments at earlier consultation stages.  The documents do not identify sites.  This will be the subject of consultation in November 2008.

1.11
The Core Strategy does identify locations for some development.  Carlisle is likely to have either a new enclosed waste treatment plant or transfer station for municipal waste. 

1.12
A presentation of the consultation version is scheduled for the Neighbourhood Forum meeting at Longtown and Bewcastle 7th May 2008.  A Planning Officer from the County Council will be available.  A copy of the consultation documents has been placed in the Members resource room and a link to the consultation has been provided on the City Council’s web site.

1.13
Officers will be preparing a report for the Executive following up the City Council’s response to previous consultations and any additional issues raised.

1.14
The documents currently the subject of consultation are extensive and Officers are preparing responses based on previous consultations at draft stages which have already been reported to City Council.  If Members have specific issues arising from the recent consultation Officers will consider this in formulating an appropriate response to the relevant organisation.
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2.0
Consultation
2.1
The City Council is being consulted on the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) Secretary of State Proposed Changes until the 23rd March 2008.  

2.2
The City Council is being consulted on the Minerals and Waste Development Framework Draft Core Strategy and Generic Development Control Policies until the 30th March 2008.

3.0
Recommendation
3.1
That the report be noted.

Catherine Elliot

Director of Development Services

Contact Officer:
Chris Hardman
Ext:
7190
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