

Report to Council on 7 March 2006

The Tullie House garden work is underway with completion due in the Spring.

HUB funding- a business has been agreed which will provide £200,000? in 06/07 and £400,000? to Tullie House to further develop learning and access.

Hilary Wade has been asked to become a Board Member of Cumbria Arts in Education.

Play Area Strategy will be presented to the Executive in March 2006 for the approval of the methodology which will be applied to prioritise the 68 play areas. A subsequent report will be submitted with the list of play areas prioritised in date order of when work will be carried out in consultation with Community Overview and Scrutiny.

A Commuter Challenge was held on Friday 17 February to find the speediest route from Rosehill to the Civic Centre to highlight healthy work initiative.

The opening of the MUGAS is planned for 6 March.

Downagate Community Centre is due to reopen on 15 April, renovation having been completed following last January's floods. Officers from the Community Support Team continue to work with the Trustees with a view to developing proposals to secure the long term future of the Centre.

Harraby Community Centre is due to reopen on 16 March, having been renovated after last October's floods.

The Community Support Team were involved in supporting the Renaissance consultations in the Lanes and the Children and Young People's staff organised a unique consultation exercise with children and young people also in connection with Renaissance. The full results are awaited with interest.

The Community Support Team has facilitated a new partnership to help develop and improve the organisation of holiday play schemes and involves organisations such as the Library Service, Carlisle Housing Association, NACRO, ECCP, Tullie House, the Sports Development Team and the County Council.

The Youth Music Festival will take place on 8 April and will include a series of workshops covering various aspects of music in community venues and performances by local bands in the City Centre.

The City Council has been allocated £200,000? from the Big Lottery Fund towards developing community play activities. This will lead to the further development of the Play Area Strategy into a comprehensive Play Area Strategy and we are represented on the Cumbria Play Strategy Steering Group which is working with Cumbria County Council and some of the other Cumbrian District Councils to develop a joined up approach to play provision.

A settlement has been agreed with our insurers to replace the face to face Youth Mobile Service which was destroyed in the floods and hopefully a new improved version will be on the road by the end of April.

A special Easter Play Scheme has been organised to take place at Talkin Tarn and this will provide a tool for consulting with children about things they would like to see developed on the site.

The Sure Start Carlisle South Parents Group have written and performed a play outlining the positive experiences and benefits they have obtained from involvement in the Programme and as well as performing it locally they were invited to perform it at a major Children's Fund Conference in February, which they did to some acclaim.

The Benefits Advice Service staff will be moving back into the Civic Centre in early April. We should applaud the stoicism and dedication which enabled them to continue to provide a top class service from their temporary base in a room in Currock Community Centre.

Greystone Community Centre, with support from our Community Involvement Officers, have been successful in securing grants amounting to over £22,000? towards their project to develop a mobile creche facility which will operate across the City.

Approximately 150 people from over 90 voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups attended the day-long Carlisle Funding Fair on 26th January. Now in its fourth year, the event has become an important part of the VCS calendar. The previously successful mix of face to face meetings with funders, workshops and training again worked very well. Initial feedback from the event showed that 94% of people felt that it met or exceeded their expectations.

Apart from the direct access to 25 national, regional and local funders there were nine workshops including rural funding and a presentation on the major changes taking place in the Big Lottery Fund.The event was equally funded by the City and County Councils and jointly organised by Carlisle CVS and Voluntary Action Cumbria.
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