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COMMUNITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

THURSDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2003 AT 10.00 AM
 in the Flensburg Room, Civic Centre, Carlisle  

Would members note that the meeting will continue into the afternoon and lunch will be provided

N.B.  There will be a private briefing meeting for Members 

at 9.30 am
Apologies for Absence

To receive apologies for absence and notification of substitutions.

Public and Press

(a)
To agree that items of business within Part A of the agenda should be dealt with in public;

(b)
To agree that items of business within Part B of the agenda should be dealt with when the public and press are excluded from the meeting.

Declarations of Interest (including declarations of “The Party Whip”)

Members are invited to declare any personal interests, any personal interests which are prejudicial and any declarations of “The Party Whip”, relating to any item on the agenda at this stage.

Minutes of previous meetings

To approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting held on 2 October 2003 [Copies in Minute Volume 30(3)].  

PART A

To be considered when the Public and Press are present

A.1
CALL-IN OF DECISIONS


Councillors Boaden, Hendry and K Rutherford have called in for scrutiny Individual Portfolio Holder decision PF24/03 taken by Councillor Knapton dealing with Tullie Card Eligibility.


The issues raised by Members include:

· Giving subsidised facilities to non Council Tax payers on a discriminatory basis

Please note that the reason(s) given by member(s) for calling in a decision are illustrative and are intended to assist members and officers in preparing for the committee meeting.  The reason(s) given do not confine the areas of questioning which committee members may pursue when examining the decision.

Councillor Knapton is the relevant Portfolio Holder and has been invited to attend the meeting to answer questions along with the Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport Services.

In dealing with a call-in, the Committee can – 

(a) refer the matter back to the decision making body, in this case Councillor Knapton, for reconsideration setting out in writing the nature of its concerns;

(b) refer the matter to full Council;

(c) not refer the matter back to the decision making body, in which case the decision shall take effect from the date of this meeting..

(Copy Decision Notice herewith)

A.2
MONITORING THE RURAL STRATEGY


With reference to Minute COS.36/03, to consider a report outlining progress since the last monitoring report.  Mr D Beaty, the Economic Development Manager and Mr R Pealing, Head of Programs, Rural Regeneration Company (RRC) will attend the meeting as Initiatives are being discussed with the RRC to implement the Strategy.


(Copy Report ECD34/03 herewith)

A.3
QUALITY PARISH COUNCILS


Mr Guy Richardson, CALC, has been invited to the meeting to talk about “Quality Parish Councils”.

A.4
BUDGET 2004/05 – SUMMARY OF NEW SPENDING REQUESTS


The Committee to consider and comment on those options under consideration which fall within their area of responsibility as identified below.


(a)  New Spending Bids

See report of the Head of Finance (FS.35/03), the following items being for consideration by this Committee:

(i) Sheepmount Revenue Budget – Page 8

(ii) CCTV Monitoring – Page 11

(iii) Millennium Project – Page 12

(iv) Rural Regeneration – Page 17

(v) Research Student Placement/Equality and Diversity – Page 19

(vi) Concert in Bitts Park – Page 28

(vii) Advice Agencies – Page 31

(viii) Leabourne Road Scheme – Page 35

(ix) Disabled Discrimination Improvements – Page 37

(x) Cremator Renewals – Page 40


Individual officer report is submitted by way of background information:-


(xi)
Community Sports Development Update

(b) Base Budget Review

To consider and comment upon a report summarising the proposed reductions that fall within the responsibility of this Committee identified from the Base Budget Review recently undertaken as part of the 2004/05 Budget process.


(Copy Report of the Head of Finance FS.38/03 herewith)


The following items are for consideration by this Committee :


(i)
Various items of additional income - Page 3

(ii) Renewals Reserve Contributions – Cemetries – Page 5

(iii) General Supplies and Services – Parks – Page 5


(c)
Summary of Potential Charges Review 2004/05

To consider and comment upon a report on the Review of Charges in so far as they fall within the responsibility of this Committee as part of the Budget process.


(Copy Report of the Head of Finance FS.36/03 herewith)


The following items are for consideration by this Committee :

(i)
Environmental Protection Services (some)–- Appendix A

(ii) Culture, Leisure and Sport - Appendix A

(iii) Economic and Community Development (some)- Appendix A


Individual Officer reports are submitted by way of background information:


(iv)
Environmental Protection Services 

(v)
Culture, Leisure and Sport

(vi)
Economic and Community Development Services (ECD.30/03)

A.5
EXECUTIVE RESPONSE  - THEATRE/ARTS CENTRE REVIEW


With reference to Executive Decision EX.232/03 to note the Executive’s response on the Theatre/Arts Centre Review.


(Copy Minute Excerpt herewith)

A.6
MUSEUM AND ARTS SERVICE MANAGEMENT OPTION ARRANGEMENTS


With reference to Executive Decision EX.238/03, to scrutinise the Management Options.  Mr M Beveridge, Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport will attend the meeting)


(Copy Minute Excerpt and Report  CLS.69/03  herewith)

A.7
ADVICE AGENCIES


With reference to Executive Decision EX.240/03 to consider Advice Agencies.  Ms M Mooney (Executive Director) will attend the meeting.


(Copy Minute Excerpt herewith)

A.8
DRAFT LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP / JOINT COMMUNITY PLAN


To consider a report on the draft LSP/Joint Community Plan.


(Copy Report of the Head of Strategic and Performance Services to follow)

A.9
DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT BEST VALUE REVIEW


To consider a report on progress with the Democratic Engagement Best Value Review.  Ms C Taylor and Mr D Taylor will attend the meeting.


(Copy Report SP.34/03  herewith)

A.10
BUSINESS UNIT PLAN MONITORING REPORTS


To consider monitoring reports on the following Business Unit Plans:

(a) Environmental Protection Services Business Unit   (Copy Report herewith)

(b) Revenues and Benefits Services Business Unit  - Peter Mason to report verbally

A.11
WORK PROGRAMME

To consider the Work Programme for the Committee for 2003/04.


(Copy herewith)

A.12
MONITORING OF FORWARD PLAN ITEMS RELEVANT TO THIS COMMITTEE


To note extracts from the Forward Plan for 1 November 2003 to 29 February 2004 highlighting issues within the ambit of this Committee.


(Copy Report LDS.70 /03 herewith)

PART B

To be considered in Private

- NIL -

Members of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee:

Conservative:   Earp, Fisher, Mallinson E (Chairman), Parsons (Vice-Chairman).

Labour:  Boaden, Hendry, Rutherford K.

Liberal Democrat: Hodgson.

Substiututes:  Bain, Crookdake, Prest (Conservative), Bowditch, Quilter, Wilson (Labour),   Aldersey (Liberal Democrat).

Enquiries, requests for reports, background papers, etc to Committee Clerk:


Elspeth MacKay - 817034

Notes to Members:
Briefing meeting will be held at 9.30 am in the Flensburg Room



A buffet lunch has been arranged 
for 12.30 and the meeting will continue into the afternoon.

AGENDA
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